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þ ite the Riohr Honourable, 
William, Earl of Drum: 
langrig, Eldejt Soy to his 
ce, "William, Duke of 
()ycensberry; and one of 
his Majeſty's moſt Honou- 
rable *Prgvy:Council in the 


Kingdom of Scotland. 


bY y Lord, 
He Efteeni IT have fot *Y 


| your Nation in general , 


and the great Veneration 
am obliged to avg for ſome par- 
ticular Perſons of Quality of it, has 
made- me ambitious of being 
--4_a to all thoſe of Wit and 
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fine Parts. Amongſt that Num 

® ber, nonehas a preater Character 
| chan your Lordſhip, whoſe early 
Knowledge of all that is excellent 

in Learning , and of all the Graces 

of the Mind, promiſed the 'World 
that accompliſhed Great Man, it 
now with ſo much Pride and Sathe 
faction beholds ; and which, even | 
without the addition of your illu- | 
ftrions Birth , were ſufhcient, to 
gain you the Eſteem of all Mane 
kind ; and you are never mention- 
ed,” but with (uch vaſt Accumula- 
tions of Praiſe, as are given. only 
to uncommon Men, and fuch, as 
ſomething extraordinary alone can 
merit. 

To all your advantages of Na- 
ture, elevared Birth , Virtue, 
_ = Knowledge , Wit, Youth, and 
Bi Honours, to compleat your Hap- 
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. pineſs, Acene "i added her part 
roo ; and has ally'd your Lordhip 
by Marriageto the Great and No- 
ble Family of Burlington , which 
has at once been honour'd with 
more-Earls than any great Family 
cou'd ever boaſt, and whoſe Ver- 
tues, and Loyalty, deſerve parti- 
cular and laſting Trophies to ce- 
Tebrate them to Poſterity. : 
My Lord, I preſume to dedi- | - - 
cate this little Book to your Lord- * = 
ſhip, which I ventured to tran(-, 
late, becauſe it pleaſed me in the 
French ; and tho but atrifle, has 
ſomething ; in it out of the way- of Y 
ordinary Wit , which renter it 
more worthy to be laid at your 4 
Loxdſhips Feer. If it is not done 
with that exacneſs it merits, 1 
hope your Lordſhip will pardon i It 
in a Woman, who is not ſuppoſed _ 
* A'3-.. 6-8 
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, tobe well verſed inthe Terms of. 
XX Philoſophy, being but a new be- 

bk inner In that Science ; bur where | 

I have failed , your Lordſhips V 
Judgment can ſupply ; and: if It 
finds acceptance with your Lord- 
ſhip, I am already ſo much a Phi- 
loſopher, as to deſpiſe what the 


World lays of it, and will price my 
' ſelt only 1 in being, 
My Lord, 


Your Lordſhip s moſt bumble 
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and moſt obedient Servant, 


A. Behan. | 
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' IF\ZZE General Applauſe this little 4 
Book of the Plurality of Worlds F 
a has met with, both in France and 
England i» the Original, made me attempt 
to tranſlate it into Engliſh. The” Reputa= 
tion of the Author, (who is the ſame, who 
writ the Dialogues of the Dead ) the Neo- 
ery of the Subjeit in vulgar Languages, 
and the, Authors introducing a Woman as - 
one of the ſpeakers in teſe froe Diſcourſes, - 
were further Motives for me to undertake 
this little work ; for 1 "thought an Eng- 
liſh Woman might adventure to tranſlate 
any thing, a French Woman may be ſuppo- 
ſed to have ſpoken : But when I had made 
a Tryal, I found the Task not ſo feafie as 
I believed at firſt . Therefore, before I 
ſay any thing, either of the Deſign of the 
Author, or of the-Book it ſelf, give me 
ey, | A4 leave 
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eek. 


ce: 


leave to fay ſomething of 7 ranſlation of 
| Proſe in general : As for Tranſlation of 


Perſe, nothing can be added to that I 
comparable Eſſay of the late Earl of Roſ- 
common, the nearer the Idioms or turn 
of the- Phraſe of two- Languages agree, "tis 
the eafer to tranſlate one into the other. 
The Italian, Spaniſh -aud French; are - a 
three at befF Corruptions of the Latin, 


with the. mixture of Gothick, Arabick 
and GauliſhWords, The Italian, as 7t -is 


eareſt the Latin, 7s alſo neareſt the Eng- 
liſh : For its mixture being compoſed. of 
Latin, and the Language of the Goths, 
Vandals, and other Northern Nations, 
avho - over-ran the Roman Empire ,. aud 
conquer d its Languagewith its Provinces, 
mot of theſe Northern Nations ſpoke the 
Teutomick-or Dzaggets of it, of which the 
Engliſh is oze alſo ; and that's the Reaſon, 
that the Englith audltalian /earn the Lan- 


guage of. one-another ſooner than anyother ;- 
becauſe not | only the Phraſe, but the Ac: 


cent of both do very much agree, the Spa- 


nill'zs next of kin to the Engliſh, for'at: 


moſt. the ſame: Reaſon : Becanſe the Goths 
and Vandals - having over-run Alrick , 
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aud kept Poſſeſſion of ut for ſome hundred 
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| - The Tranſlator'sPreface; 
.of Tears where mixing with the Moors,zo 
doubt, gave them a great Tintture' of their . 
Tongue. Theſe Moors afterwards invaded 
Yakld, conquered Spain ; befides Spain was 
| before that alſo invaded and. conquered b) 
= the Goths,”. who poſſeſſed it long after Ne 
. time of the. two Sons of Theodoſius the 
Great, Arcadus aud Honorius, 7heFrench, 
as it is moſt remote from the Latin, ſo the 
Phraſe and Accent differ moſt from the 
Engliſh: /t may be, it is more agreeable 
with the Welſh, which is near a-kin. to 
the Basbritton aud Biſcagne Languages , 
which is derived from the old Celtick 
Tongne, the firſt that was ſpoken amongst 
the Ancient Gauls, who deſcended from 
the Celts. | 
The French therefore is of all the har- 
deſt to tranſlate into Englith.. For Proof ; 
of this, there are other Reaſons alſo. And _. 
firſt, the nearer the Genious aud Humour : 
of . two Nations agree, the Idioms of their 
Speech are the nearer ; and every Body , 
#nows there 1s more Afinity between the 
Engliſh a»d Italian People, than the Engr 
liſh and the French, as-to their Humonrs;. 
aud. for that Reaſon, and for what 1 _ 5" 
* Jaid before, it is very difjicult to tranſlate $2 Ry 
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uh z»teFrench ; and 7 believe hard- 
ly poſeble to tranflate French into Dutch. 
The ſecond Reaſon ts, the Italian Lanuguag® 
is the ſame now it was ſome hundred 
of Tears ago, ſo is the Spaniſh, not only as 
to the Phraſe,but even as to the Words and 
Orthography ; whereas the French Lan- 
guage has ſuffered more Changes this hun- 
dred Tears paſt, fmce Francis the firſt, 
than the Faſhions of their Cloths and Rib- 
bons, in Phraſe, Words and Orthography. 
So that I am confident a French Man a 
hundred Tears hence will. uo more under- 
Stand an old Edition of Froifard's Hiſto- 
ry, than he will underſtand Arabick. 7 
confeſs the French Arms, Money and In» 
trigues haye made their Language. very 
wnzverſal of late, for this they are to be 
commended: It is an Accident , which 
they owe to the greatueſs of their. Kin 
and their own Induſtry ; and it may fat 
eut hereafter to be otherwiſe. A third 
Reaſon is as I ſaid before, that the French 
being a:Corruption of the Latin , French 
Authors take a liberty to borrow whatever 
Word they want from the Latin, without 
farther Ceremony , eſpecially when, they 
treat of Sciences. This the Engliſh do 
SITL RE 407 
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not do, but at ſecond hand fromthe French: 
It is Modifh to Ape the French in_ every 
"'thing : Therefore, we not only naturalize 
- their words, but words they ſteal from 6+ 
ther Languages. T wiſh in this and ſeve« 
ral other things, we had” a little more of 
the Italian aud Spaniſh Zumour, and did 
not chop and change our Language , as we 
do our Cloths, at the Pleaſure of every 
French 7 ailor. | 

Ja tranſlating French ints Engliſh, off 


People are very cautious and unwilling to. 
print a French Word at firſt out of a new 


Book, till Uſe has rendered it more fami- 
"liar tous; and therefore it runs a little 
rough in Engliſh, to expreſs one French 
Word, by two or three of OBS ; aud thus 
much, as to the Eaſe and Difficulty of tran- 
lating theſe Languages in general : But, 
as to the French in partitular, it has as 
many Advantages of the Engliſh, as to the 
Sound, as ours has of the French, as to 
the Signification; which is another Argt- 
ment of the different Genius of the two 
Nations. Almoſt all the Relatives, Arti- 
cles, aud Pronouns :in the French Lan- 
guage, end in 'Vowels, and are: written 
with two or three Letters, Many of their 
words 
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cle, .ends with a Yowel, and begins with 
another, they admit of their beloved Fi- 
gure Apoltrophe,and cut off the fir ff Vowel. 
This they do to ſhun an ill ſound; and they 
are ſo muſical as to that, that they will 
go againſt all the Rules of Senſe and Grams 
mar, rather than fail ; as for Example, 
ſpeaking of a Man's Wife they ſay, fon 
, Epouſe ; whereas in Grammar, it ought to 

5 be fa Epouſe; but. this would throw"a * 
"= French- Han into a Fit of a Fever, to hear 
3 one ſay, by way of Apoftrophe S Epouſe, 
I as this makes thejr Language to run ſmoos 
2 ther , ſo by this they expreſs ſeveral 
Words very ſhortly , as qu'entend je, 5 
Engliſh, what do T hear > In this Exams 
ple, three words have the Sound but of one, 
for Sound prevails with them in the begin+ 

« ming, middle and end, Secondly, their 
words generally end in Yowels, or if they 
do not, they do not pronounce the Conſor 
want, for the moſt part, unleſs there be 
7wo together,or that the next word begins 
 witha Vowel Thirdly, by the help of their 
- Relatives, they can ſhortly, and with eaſe 
b reſume a-lows Preceeding Sentence, in two 

Or 
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The Tranſlatot's Preface. 

or three ſhort words ; theſe are the 4d- 
wantages of the French Tongue, all which. 
they borrow from the Latin. But as the 
French do not walue a plain Suit without 
a Garniture, they are not ſatisfied with 
the Advantages they have , but confound 
their own.Language with needleſs Repeti- 
tions and Tautologies ; and by. a certain 
Rhetorical Fignre, peculiar to themſelves, 2 
zmply twenty Lines, to expreſs what an [Res 
 Engliſh- Man would ſay, with more Eaſe \...... 
and Senſe in five ; "and thu is the great " 

Misfortune of tranſlating French into Eng- «. 3 
liſh: JF one endeavours to make it Engli 
Standard , it is no Tranſlation. If one 
follows their Flouriſhes and Embroideries, 
it 1s worſe than French Tinſel. But theſe 
defetts are only comparatively, in reſpedt 
of Englilt* 4nd 7 do not Jay this ſo mach, to 
condemn theFrench,as to praiſe our own Me- 
ther-Tongue,for what we think a Deformity, 
they may think a Perfeition;as the Negfoes 
of Guinney think us as ugly, as we think 
them:But toreturn tomy preſentT ranſlation. ' 
T have endeavoured to give you the true bo 
meaning of the Author, and have kept as | 
near his Words as was poſſible ; I was ne- 
ceſſitated to add a little in ſome places, 
otherwiſe 
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otherwiſe the Book could not have been uns 
derftood, T have aſed all along the Latin 
Word Axis, which is Axle.tree 7» Engliſh; 
which I did not think fo proper a Word in 
a Treatiſe of this nature ; but tis what is 
generally underfFood by every Body. There 
is another Word in the two las Nights, 
which was very uneaſie to me, and the more 
ſo for _ it was ſo often repeated, which 
zs Tourbillion, which pe commonly a 
Thirl-wind ; £#t Moyftear Des Chartes ww 
derftands it in a more general ſenſe, and [ 
call it a Whirling ; the Author hath given 
a very good Definition of it, and'I need ſay 
no more, but that I retai# the Word unwit= 
lingly,” in regard of what I have ſaid in the 
beginning of this Preface. 
T know a Charadter of the Book will be 
expected from me, and I am oblifed to give 
it to. ſatisfie my ſelf for being at the pains 
to tranſlate it, but I wiſhwith all my heart 
7 could. forbear it ; for T have that Value 
for the ingenious French Author, that I am 
ſorry T maſt write what ſome may under/taud' 
to be a Satyr againſt him. The Deſon of 
the Author is to treat of this part of Natu- | 
ral Philoſophy in a more familiar Way than 
any other hath done, and to mate every b0- 
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 eroduceth a Woman of Quality as one of the. ; 


4 


. {Speakers in theſe five Diſcourſes, whamhe 


\ Bfeigns never to have heard of any fuck: 


hing as Philoſophy before. How well he 
hath performed his Undertaking you will 
beſt judge when you have peruſed the Book 
But if you would know before-hand "my: 
Thoughts, I muſt tell you freely, he hath 

atled in his Deſign ; for endeavouring to 
render this part of Natural Philoſophy. fa- 
miltar, he hath turned it into Ridicale;. be 
hath puſhed his wild Notion of the Plarality. . 
of Worlds to that heighthof Extravagancy, 
that he moſt certainly will confound theſe. 
Readers, whohave not Fulgment and Wit 

o diſtinguiſh between what is traly ſolid 
( or, at leaſt, probable ) and what is trifling 
and airy : and there is no leſs Skill and 
underſtanding required in this, than int 
omprehending the whole Subjet he treats. 
pf. And for his Lady Marquieſe, he makes. 
er ſay a great many very ſilly things, tho 
ometimes ſhe makes Obſervations ſo lears 


ed, that the greatesF Philoſophers in Fu- 


rope could make no better. His way of Ar- 


wing is extreamly fine, and his Examples 
and Compariſons are for the moſt part ex 
traordinary 


| . | 
 traordinary, juſt, natural, ane lofty, if hd+ 
had not conclutted with that of aRoſe, which” 
7s'very irregular.. The whole Book is very 
unequal; the firſt, fourth, and-the begin="" 
ning of the fifth Diſcourſes are incomparably* - 
the beſt. He aſcribes all to. Nature, and 
ſays not a Word. of God Almighty, from the," 
Beginning to the End ; ſo that one would. 
8 almoſt take him to be a Pagan. . He endea« 
S vours chiefly two things ; one ts, that there 
3 are thouſands of Worlds inhabited by Ani: 
* mals, beſides our Earth,and hath urged this: 
0 too far : I ſhall not preſume to de+. 
% end bis. Opinion, but 'one may make a very: 
© good uſe of . many things he hath expreſſed. 
AH very finely, in endeavouring. #0 aſſt. his wiltl.. 
” Fancy; for. he gives a magnificent Idea of. 
' the. vaitneſs of the Univerſe, and. of the 
almighty and infinite Power of the.Creatorg«\ 
. to be comprehended by the meanelt Capacity: = F 
This he. proves judiciouſly, . by the Appeas, rs 
rances and Diſtances of the Planets and fixes. Wt 
ed Stars; and if he had let alone his lears; Wn 
ned Men, Philoſophical Tranſactions, and NS. 
Teleſcopes in the. Planet. Jupiter,- and his'. ll 
Inhabitants not. only there, but in-all \the: 
fexed Stars, .and even in the Milky-Way, + 
and only. ſtuck to the greatneſs of the =: 
EDI _aiwerſe, 
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niverſe, he' had deſerved muth more 7 
Praiſe. Þ 9 Do | 
The other thing he endeavours to defend 
and afſert, is, the SyiFem of Copernicus: 
As to this, 7 cannot but take his part as 
far as a Woman's Reaſoning can go; I ſhall ; 
not. venture upon the Aſtronomical part; i 
but leave that to the Mathematicians ; but | 
becauſe 'T know, that when this Opinion of 
Copernicus (as to the Motion of the Earth, 
| hoes 57 Suns being fixed in the Centre of 
the. Univerſe, without any other Motion, 
but upon his own Axis ) was firſt heard of. 
Bin the Horld, thoſe whoneither underſtood 
tbe od Syſtem of Ptolemy, nor the newone 
of Copernicus, ſaid, That this.new Opinion 
was expreſly contrary to the holy Scriptures, 
and therefore not to be embraced; nay, it ; 
was:condemned as Heretical upon the ſame- Y\ 
Accoant : After it had been examined by 
the beſt Mathematicians in Europe, and 
[hat they found it anſwered all the Pharno-, 
."Ymena's and Motions of the Spheres and 
\ Stars better than the SyFem of Ptolemy ; 
that it was plainer, and not ſo perplexing. 
and confuſed as the old Opinion ; ſeveral of 
theſe learned Men therefore embracell this; 
, out -thoſe that held out, when they ſaw alt 
| | a Arguments 
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Arguments againfF Copernicus would not 
do, they had recourſe to what I ſaid before, 
that this Syſtem was expreſly againſt the 
haly Scriptures.  Amongst this Number is 
the learned Father Tacquit, - a Feſuite ;+ 
who, TI am told, has writ a large Courſe of 
Mathematicks, and particalarly, of Aſtro- 
nomy, which is deſervedly much eſteemed. 
In the end of this Treatiſe, he cites ſeve- 
ral Texts of Scripture ; and particularly, 
the 19th. Plalm, And the Sun ſtanding 
{till at the Command of Faſpua. 7f 7 can 
make it appear, that this Ti ext of Scripture 
7s, at leaſt, as much for Copernicus as Pto- 
lemy, 7 hope it will not be unacceptable to 
my Readers : Therefore, with all due Re- 
verence and Reſpett to the Word of God, 1 
hope I may be allowed to ſay, that the de-l 
fign of the Bible was not to inſtrutt Man-| + 
kind in Aſtronomy, Geometry, . or Chronolo-| -+ 
2 But in the Law of God, to lead us toll ©: 
ternal Life ; and the Spirit. of God has i 
been ſo condeſcending to our Weakneſs, that \+ 
through the whole Bible, when any. thing of 
' that kind is mentioned, the Expreſſions are 
always turned to fit our Capacities, and\20f/ 
fit the. common Acceptance, or Appearanilij 
ces of things to the Yulgar. As to Aſtro 
; nomy. {x b 
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nomy,T ſhall reſerve that tothe laſt,and ſhall 
begin with Geometry ; 'and thongh 1 could 
give many Iuſtances of 'all three, yet I ſhall 
give but one or two at moſt.The Meaſure and 

| Dimenfrons of Solomon's Molten Braſs'Sea 
#n 1 King, 7.23. theWords are theſe, And 
he made a molten Sea, ten Cubits from 
one brim to the other, it was round all 
about, and his heighth was five Cubits, 
and a Line of thirty Cubits did compats it 
round about : 7 hat 1s to ſay, the Diameter 
of this Veſſel was a Third of its Circumfes, f. 
rence : This is indeed commonly underſtoo : 

to be ſo, but is far from a Geometrical 

WW Exadtneſs, and will not hold to a Mathe« 
MM matical Demonſtration, as to the juſt Pre- 
' portion between the Diameter and Circum- 
MM ference of a Circle. In the next place, as w 
= to Chronology, 7 could give many Inſtances f 
= out of the Bible, but ſhall only name two A 
that are very apparent, ant eaſe to be un- 4 
aerſtood by the meaneſt Capacity. See 4 
x King. 6. 1- the Words are theſe, And it 
\\came to paſs, in the four hundred and 
+fourſcorth Yearafter the Children of T{rael 
» were come out of the Land of Egypt, in 
the fourth Year of Solomon's Reign over 
4facl;. in the Month Zit, which is the ſe- 
ns @'L . cond 
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coil Month, he 4a to build the Houſe 
of the Lord, Compare this Text, and num- 
ber of Tears with' A. 13. 17, i8, I9, 20, 
21,22. which is the beginning of Se. Paul's 

Sermon” to the Jews 'of Antioch, and the ' 
number of Tears therein contained : The 
Word(s .are theſe, 

' Persx7. The God of this People of [ſ- 
rael choſe..our Fathers, and. exalted the 

People when ;they dwelt as Strangers in 
: the Land of Zgypr, and with aa high | 
EF. Hand brought he them our of it. 

k. Ver. 18. And about the time of forty 
Years ſuffered he their Manners in the- 
Wilderneſs. . 

Yer. 19. And when he had deſtroyed 
ſeven Nations in the Land. of Canaan, he 
divided their Land to them by Lor. 

Ver. 20. And alter that, he gave unto- 
them Judges, about the ſpace of four hun- 
dred. and fiity Years, until Samae/ the: 

Prophet. 

Ver. 21. And afterwards they defired/®> 
King, and God gave them Sau, the Son: 
of X iſh, a Man of the Tribe of Benjamin, 
tor the ſpace of forty Years. 

Yer. 22. And when he had removed! 
him, he raiſed up unto them David tobet 

their King. King. 
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Jeruſalem ; .4»d for this ſee x King. 2. r1' 
To this you muſt add the firſt three Tears of 
his Son Solomon, according to the Text I 
have cited, in 1 King. 6.1. Put all theſe 
Numbers together, which are contained ij 

- Sf. Paul's Sermon at Antioch, with ithe 
Reign of King David, the firi? three Tears 

of Solomon, and ſevex Tears of Jolhua's 4 
Government, before the Land was divided 22 
by Lot, which is expreſly ſet down in At. 8 
I3. 19. the number of the Tears will run 
thus : Forty Tears in the Wilderneſs, the. | 

ſeven Tears of Joſhua, tfore the dividing £ 

 Þ the Land by Lot; from thence,till Samuel, 7: 

 ÞÞ four hundred and fifty Tears ; forty Tears A 

for the Reign of Saul, forty Tears for the 3 

y | Reign of David, and the fir(t three Tears 

- | f Solomon 4; all theſe Numbers added to-. : 

gether ,, niake five hundred and eighty p 

Tears ; which Computation differs an hun- 4 

ared Tears from that in x King, 6. 1. which 

1: iSibut four hundred and eighty. {t is not 

3 my preſent Buſineſs to reconcile this dif- 
Wference ; but [can eaſily do it ; if any Bo- 

d {dy think it worth their Pains to quarrel 

er with my Boldneſs, I am able to defend my 

14 : ſe f. + a 3 7 he 
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' The ſecond Tuſtance is, as to the Reign I 
of King Solomon ; for this, ſee x King. * 
3 I. 42. where 1t is faid, he' reigned but '| © 
forty Tears over Iſrael. Joſephus ſays ex-" 7 
prefly, in the third Chapter of his eighth 
Book of Antiquities, that King Solomon \N/ 
= reigned. eighty Tears, and died at the Age'N* 
LL. of ninety four, 1 would not preſume to + 
name this famous {Hiſtorian in contradi-W* 
fion to the Holy Scriptures, if it were 
not eafje to prove by the Scriptures, that 
Solomon reigned almoſt twice forty Tears, # 
The Greek Yerſton of the Bible,called com- Þ * 
monly the. Septuagint or ſeventy two 4 
Interpreters has i# moſt expreſly in 3 King, '* 
2. But the firſt Book of Kings accoxding 
zo our . Tranſlation in Engliſh, ſays, that © 
Solomon fat upon; the Throne of his Fa»: Y, 
ther David, when'he was twelve Years of 
Age. But for Confirmation, be. pleas 4.9 
to:ſee 1 Chr.22,.5. and 29. I. where it © 
zs faid, that Solomon was but ' young ['/ 
and tender for ſo great a work, as theſ'7 
- building of the Temple. Rehoboam theſſ #/ 
gon of 'Solomon was forty one Years old,# 
when he began to reign, ſee r. King. x 4, '£ 
21. ZJow was it poſſible then that "Solo 
mon could beget a SOR, whes he was but 4 "if | 
kd Lo childs 


| AS MS %'s A. 5 'i# _ 
BY Wet Serhtn'y, 
= ” p $:% 
Y w 
£3 » = 5 e ; 5 - q | 
Mu . ” = | my » \ 


\ Child bimſelf, or of eleven Tears of Age 
according to the Septuagint? Thu Difh- 
culty did. ſtrangely ſurpriſe a Primitive 
"Biſbop » .by Name, Vitalis, who propoſed 
this Doubt to St. Jerome,who was ſtrangely 
put t0it toretarn an Anſwer;and the Learu- 
.ecd Holy |Father is forc'd. at laſt to ſay, 
.that the Letter of the: Scripture does of- 
;teg_'kill, but the Spirit enlivens. ©. Zhe 
. Dificulty is' ſtill greater than whar Vita- 
bis prepeled. to St. Jerome in his Epiſtle. 
:Rehoboam. was he Son of Naamahan Am- 
| monitiſh, ranger Woman, as you may'ſee : 
zz I-King: 14. 31.' New 2t is clear, that * 3 
Solomon did net abandon the Law of God, 
nor give himſelf to ſtrange Women t1 the 
end of bis: Reign, ſee 3 King. 9..where-he 
had ſo many ſtrange Wives and. Concu- 4 
Pines, befides his lawful Queen, the. King 2 
of Agypt's Daughter ; and I hope this will 
convince any ratzonal Man, that the Scri- 
\Pture* names only the firſt forty Tears. of 
the » Reign of King Solomon, which was 
the time, wherein he. did what was Right 
2a the Sight of the Lord; which I think is 
»Demonſtration, that the Holy Scripture 
= mas not deſigned, to. teach Mankind: Ged- 
aetry, or inſtruct them in Chronology. 
T8: - a 4 The 
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' The Learned Anthony Godean ,": 
- and Biſh ſhop of Venice, ſeems to have lea % 
ſenſible 0 4 this great Difficulty; for 'in hi 
Learned Church-Fiſtory- , firs Epiton 
from Adam to Jeſus Chriſt, writing th 
Life of Solomen, he ſays;he was twent 
three Years old when - he* began hi 
Reign. pon what Grounds, or fron 
what Authority I kriow not 3 but this & 
grees better with the Age of Solomon 
Sou Rehoboam ;* bit it doth not remov 
the Dificult y, ſo well as what T haz ; 
"Jail. 
 Zcome now ti the laft place to-perform» 
what T undertook; which is to prove, tha 
"the Seripture was mot deſigned to "teach 


Aſtronomy, no more thay Geometry of Chr 
nology * And to make_it \appear that th 
twb Fexts cited by DH Pop gn Wo VI 


"that of P/al. 19. 4, 5, 6. and Joſh.'19. 1 

GC. are at lealf 'as much for Copernicu: 
his Syſtem, as they.are' for Ptolemy's.” 7h 
Words of the 19th. Pſalm'are,” In then 
Hath he-ſet a Tabernacle for the Sun 
whirch js as a Bridegroom coming out. ol 
his 'Chamber'; and rejoices as' a ode 
Man'to run his Race; Gr. . | 


7 hat ye words 6 are e Allegorical is ra 
plain 
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plan. Dies wt rhe Ward Ser RE Sta | 
Ne ns Fix'dneſs and Reſt,as much as the 
: Words run his Race, and come forth of 
.. his Chamber, do frenifie motion or turn- 
\. ingronnd © Do.not the Words Tabernacle 
.,,. and Chamber expreſs Places of Ret and 
+ 1- Stability? And why may not I ſafely believe, 
that this makes for the Opinion of Coperni- 
cus,as well as for that of Ptolemy? For the 
\. Words of the Scriptures favour one Opini- 
on as much as the other. The Texts of the 
"Suns ſtanding [till at the Command of Jo- 
thua, are yet * alalies for Copernicus, 4 
Joſh. 19. and the latter part of .V.' 12, the 
Words are theſe. Sun ſtand thou ſtill 
on Gibeon, and thou Moon on the Val- 
; ley of Ajalon, Oc. 
"The beſt Edition of the Ev eliſh Bible, 
which is printed in a fmall Folio by 
Buck, iz Cambridge, has as Ajteriſm at 
rhe Word ſtand; and renders it in the Mar- 
gent, from the Hebrew, Be thou filent : 
{1f zt be ſo in the Hebrew, be thou filent 
ymakes as much for the Morien of the Earth, 
| en to Copernicus, as for the Motion 
T of the Sun according r0 Ptolemy, but not to 
 eruicizeupouWordsconfider this miraculous 
£ "aſſage, not only the. Sun is commaded to 
ſtand 
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o till #*i40 he Move allo, And: alk 

Ja: onthe. Valley of Ajalon.. . The Rea- . 
_ "fon the Sun wis commanded to fland Fl, | |, 
. was .to.the end the C hildren of Iſrael might k f 
- 


 bave Light to guide them, to deſtroy their | 
Exemies. Now when by this Miracle they |. 
had the Light of the Sun, of what Advan-: | * 
. tage could [4's Moon be to them? Why was. || ' 
ſhe commanded to ſtand ſti ll upon the Val- } * 
ley of Ajalon 2 Befides, be pleaſed t£0:COM- 
der, the Holy Land is but a very little | 
Coantry or Province : The Valley of \Aja- 
lon-7s very . near Gibeon, he Jothua 
ſpoke to: both Sun and. Moon together ro 
Stand ſtill above, in Places. fo near eaoh 
other, it. is Demouſtratian, that the Moon 
was af that time very near the Sun l 
and by Conſequence was at that time either 
a 7 8-4 or two before her" change, or \a day 
E. _ » or two at most after new 'Moon '; aud then 
= - ſhe is nearer to the Body. ofi the Sun, \as to 
bk. appeargnce, ſo could not. 7 the Children 
of lrael with Light; having ſo little '6f her 
own : {t was then for. ſame other 'Reafon 
that the Moon. ſtood ftall; and for .fome'0- 
ther Reaſon that it is takeninotice of in td0- 
ly Scriptare. Both Syftems.agrce that the 
Moon is the neareſt j— pMVP6; to the =" 
an 


and ſubſervient to it, to ent | 
' | ringthe Night, in Abſence of the.Sun.. Bs | 
\J fides this, the Moon has other ſtrange Ef-' 
' Þ} fetts, not only on the Earth jt ſelf, ji up- 
'0n all the living Creatures that inhabit it ; 

Þ' many of them are inviſible, and as yet une 

known to Mankind ;. ſome of. . them are 
moſt apparent ; and above all, her won- 
derful Influence over the ebbing- and "flow- 
ing of the Sea, at ſuch regular Times and 
Seaſons, if not interrupted by the Ac- 
cient of ſome Storm , or great Wind, 
We know of no Relation or Carethandy 
between the Sun and the Mooy, unleſs it be 
what is common with all the reft of the 
Planets, that the Moon recerves her Light 
from the San, which ſhe reftores again by 
Reflection. If the Sun did move, accor- 
ding to. the SyfFem of Ptolemy, where was 
the neceſſity of the Moon's ſtanding ſtill 3 
For if the Moon had gone 0a her Courſe, 

| where was the Loſs or Diſorder gu Nature 2 
She having, as I Sada firarey before, fo 
little Light, being ſo very near her Change, 
would have recovered her Loſs at the next 
Appearance of the Sun, and the Earth 
could have ſuffered nathing by the Acci+ 
ent 5 whereas the Earth moving at the 
_ 4&6 Sheds OY "Gs 
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ſame'time, in an Annual and Diurnal Courſe; 
"according to the Syſkem of Copernicus; Þ 


would have occaftoned, ſuch a' Diſorder and} : 
Confuſion in Nature, that nothing lefs than Þ | 
two-or three new Miracles, all as greatas }- 
the firſt; could have ſet the World in: Or« |: 
der again : The regular Ebbings and Flows 
ings of the Sea muſt have been interrupted, 
as alſo the Appearing of the Sun in the 
#forizon, befides many other Inconvenien« 
ces in Nature; as, the Eclipſes of the Sun 


and Moon, which are now fo regular, that 


an Aſtronomer could tel} you ta a Minute, 


what Eclipſes will be for thoufands of Tears | 


to come, both of Sun and Moon'; when, and 
in what Climates they will be viſible; and © 
how long they will laſt, how many Degrees 
and Digits of thoſe two,great Luminaries 
will be obſcured. So that I doubt not but 
when this ſtupendious Miracle . was perfor- 
med by the Almighty and Infinite Power of © 
God, his ognipotent. Arm did in' an n+ 


fant ' ſtop the Courſe of Nature, and the 


whole Frame of the Univerſe was at a ſtand, 
though the Sun and Moon be only named, 
being , to vulgar Appearance , the two 


great Luminaries that govern the Uni= 


verſe. This was the ſpace of a. Day in 
| Tame, 


& | Zime, yet can be called "no part of Time, 
$f fiance Time and Nature are always in t6> 
df tion, and this Day was.a /l op of that Courſe. . 
» | What is there in all this wonderful ' ſtop of 
# | Time, that is not as ſtrong for the Sy? em =: 
-= || of : Copernicus, as for that of Ptolemy ? "oy 
>» | And why does my Belief of the Motion of 
} | the Earth, and the Reſt of the. Sun contra 
'e. | dift the holy Scriptures > Am not I as much 
= | obliged to believe that the Sun lodges in a 
# || Tabernacle 2 ( as in Plal. 19. ) Are not all 
+ | theſe Ategorical Sayings 2 In the above- 
> | named Edition of the Engliſh Bible »f 
s | Buck's ar Cambridge, fee Tia. 8.38. where 
d || the Shadow returned ten Degrees ' back- 
It. 
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wards, as a Sinn of King Hezekiah's Reco- 

very, and there follow rbeſe Words, And "2 
s | the Sun returned ten Degrees ; but on the of 
t || Margin you will find it from the Hebrew, f 
= | The Shadow returned ten Degrees by the 3A 
f || Sun; and this is yet as much for Copernt-  * - 7 
= | cus as Ptolemy. Whether God, Almighty 
added ten Degrees or Hours to that Day, 
or\by another kind of Miracle, made the 
Shadow' to Peturn upon the Dial of Ahaz, 
will not preſume to determine ; but ſtill 
Yyourſee the Hebrew is moſt anreeable to 
| #e new SyfFem of Copernieus. 
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Thus'T hope I have performed my Tins 
dertaking, in making it appear, that the. 
holy Scriptures, in things that are not ma- 
terial to the Salvation of Mankind, do al- 
together condeſcend to the wulgar LE 
ty ; and that theſe two Texts of Plal. 19. 
and Joſh. 10. are as much for Copernicus 
as againft him. 1 +0 none will think my 
Undertaking tos bold, in making ſo much 
uſe of the Scripture, on ſuch an Occafton. 

T have a Precedent, much eſteemed by all 
engenious Men ; that is, Mr.Burnet's Book 
of Paradiſe , aud Antedeluvian World , 
which incroaches as much, if not more, on 
the holy Scriptures. But T have: another 
Reaſon for ſaying ſo much of the Scriptures 
at this time : We live in an Age, wherein 
many believe nothing chitatialf in that ho- 
ly Book, others turn it into Ridicule : Some 
uſe it ouly for Miſchief, and as a Founda-= 
tion and Ground for Rebellion : Some keep 
cloſe to the Literal Senſe, and others give 
the Word of God only that Meaning antl 
Senſe'that pleaſes their own Humonrs, "or 
ſaits beſt their preſent Purpoſe and Inte- 
reſt. 4s 1 quoted an Z£piftle of 'St. Jerome 
to Vitalis before, where that great Pather | 
fays, that the Letter kills, but the Spirit 
OM enlivens 7 


+Decrees of the Church of Chriſt, in whom 
-dwells the Spirit of God, which enlightens 
us to Matters of Religion and Faith; and 
as toother things contained in the Holy Scr i 
ptures relating to Aſtronomy, Geometry, \.Y 
y Chronology, or other liberal Sciences, we "® 
6 rave thoſe Points to the OpinAÞn of the KK 
= Learned , who by comparing the ſeveral 
I Copies, Tranſlations, Verſions, and Fd:- 
© rions of the 15ible, are beſt atle to recon- 
; cite = Bs | at Differences; and this 
» | with all Submiſſon to the Canons of Gene- 
r= tal Councils, and Decrees of the Church. 
Ss FortheSchool-men agitate and delate many 
| things of a higher Nature, than the ftand- 
= mg /till, or the Motion of the Sun or the 
e Earth. And therefore, I hope my Rea- 
= | ers will be ſo juſt as to think, I intend 
pj no Reflection on Religion by this Eſſay ; 
e | which being no Matter of Faith, is free for 
A every one to bilieve, or not believe, as 
they pleaſe. T have adventur d to ſay no 
= thing, but from good Authority :* And as 
4 this 7s approved of ly the World, I may 
© hereafter wenture to publiſh ſomewhat may 
it 'Ge more uſeful to rhe Publick. 1 ſhall 
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tonclude thereforewith ſome few Lines, as, Þ- 
to my preſent Tranſlation. —- 
T- have laid the Scene at Paris, where 
the Original was writ ; and have tranſlas 
ted the Book near the Words. of the Au- 
thor,  T have made bold to corrett a Fault ©. 
, of the French Copy, as to-the heighth of © ; 
our Air or Sphere of Attivity of the Earth, - 
which th# French Copy makes, twenty or 
thirty Leagues,f call it twoor three,becauſe : 
ſure this was a Fault of the Printer, and | 
not a miſtake of the Author. For Mon» * 
fear Des Cartes, aud Monfitenur Rohalt, both 
aſſert it to be but two or three Leagues, [ 
thought Paris and St. Denis fitter to be 
made uſe of as Examples, to compare. the 
Earth and the Moon to, than London and 
Greenwich; becauſe St. Denis having ſe+ - 
veral Steeples and Walls,is more like Pas 
tis, than Greenwich 7s to London. Green- -1 
wich has »oWalls, and but one wery low 
Steeple, not to be ſeen from the Monument | 
without a Proſpeitive Glaſs. And TL refolwd. | 
e/ther togive you the French Book into Enge 
liſh, or zo give you the ſubjett quite \| 
chanted and made my own; but having nets | 
ther healrh nor leiſure for the laſt Toffer you "| 
the firſt ſuchas it ts. Ie 
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IPREF ACE. 


T-Find my ſelf reduced almoſt. to the 
- dame Condition in which Czcero was;: 


7 when he undertook to put Mattersof 
FPhiloſophy into. Larin ; which, till that 
me, had never been treated of, but in 
EGreck. He tells us, it would be faid, his 
EWorks would be unprofitable, ſince thoſe 
who loved Philoſophy, having alregdy 
aken the pains to find it in the Greeks; 
would neglect, after that,to read it again 
in Latin ( that not being the Original ; ) 
d that thoſe who did not care tor Phi- 
| Booty, would not ſeek it, cither in the 
YLatin, or the Greek. But to this Cicero 
h imſelf anſwers; and ſays, That thoſewho 
(vere not. Philoſophers would be tempted 
to the Reading of it, by t the Facility they 
FVould: find in. its being -in the. Latin 
| Coogee ; and*that thoſe- who were Phi-: 
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loſophers would be curious enough to 7) | 
tow. well it had been turned from che 
Greek to the Latin. 

Cicero had reaſon to anſwer in chil 
manner ; the. Excellency of his Genius; 
and the great Reputation he had alrea 3 
acquired ſufficiently defend this new Uns 
dertaking of his, ' which he had dedicated 
to the benefit of the Publick. . For my 
part, Tam far from offering at any 'De- 
tence for this of mine, though the'Enter- 
prize be the fame ; for 1 would treat © 
Philoſophy in a manner altogether un- 
philoſophical, and have endeavoured tof 
bring it to-a Point not too rough and bo 
harſh for the Capaciry of the Numbers 
NOoFtTOO light and trivial for the Learn 4's 
But-if they ſhould fay to me as they did} 
to Cicero, that this Work is not at all Proe *4 
per for the Learned, nor would it inſtru& 
the reſt of the World, who are careleſs off * 
Knowledge ;/ far be it from me to anſwer? 
as Cicero did, who, perhaps, in FLY why 
for a middle way to Philoſophy, fuch'asJ® 
would improve every Underſtanding, 1? 
have taken that which poſſibly will be ad-f* 
vantageous to none : It is very hard to; 
keep to a Medium, *M [ believe 1 ſhall w” 

ſcarce A. 
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I ſcarce take the pains to, ſearch a ſecond 
E Method to pleaſe. And if it happen that 
Ef this Book ſhould be read, I advertiſe thoſe 
that have ſome Knowledge in Philoſophy, 
that I have not pretended to inſtruct, but 
to divert thera, in preſenting to them ina 
more agreeable manner, that which they 
J already know ſolidly : And T alſo adver- 
F tile thole to whom this Subjet 45 new, A 
that I believe it will at once inſtruct and Nl 
pleaſe them : The Xzow7ng will act, . con- = 
| trary to my Intentions, it they ſeek only 
Profit ; and the re/t, if they ſeek only 
Pleaſure. 1 
KI will not amuſe my ſelf in telling you, \ 2 
{that I have taken out of Philoſophy | the : 
| matter the moſt capable of inſpiring a Cu- 
© riolity ; for in my Opinion, we ought to 
Fleck no greater Intereſt, than to know 
| how this World which we inhabit, is 
# made, and that there are other Worlds 
that reſemble it, and that are inhabited as * 3 
I ycllas this: After all, let thoſe that pleaſe, " 
give themſelves the trouble of finding out % 
Ftais Truth, but -T am fure they will nor b 
doit inComplaifance to my Book : Thoſe 4 
Fthat have any Thoughts to loſc, may caſt A 
| Om May here ; but all Peoplc are not -. + * 


. S <£ 
FX. 
"| 


n 
%. 
" 


o 


: a 
Hed 
p { 


d 4 
"7 » 
+ , Wh 
4 4 
" = 
A 


ina Condition, ould ſay, ts , make fac ko 
' an unprofitable Expence of Time. ' 
- In this Diſcourſe I have introduced 1 
fair Lady to be infirudted in Philofophy, 
which, till now, never heard any ſpeak « 
it ; imagining; by this Fiction,I ſhall render 
my Work more agreeable, and to encou- 
rage the fair Sex (who lole ſo much tinie 
at their Toylets in a Jefs charming Stu- 
dy) by the Example of a Lady who had 
no ſupernatural Character, and who ne 
ver goes beyond the Bounds of a Perſon 
who has no Tincture of Learning, and yet 
underſtands all that is told her, and re 
tains all the Notions of 7; our billions. and 
Worlds, without Confuſion : And why 
thould this i imaginary Lady have the Pre 
cedency of all the reſt of her delicate Sex? 
Oc do they believe they are not as capa 
ble of conceiving that which ſhe learnec 
with ſo much Facility ? 

The truth is, Madam the Margquieſe ap 
plies her ſelf tothis Knowledge ; but what 
is this Application ?; It 1s not to penetrate 
by force of Meditation, into a thing that 
is obſcure 1n 1t felt, or any thing that Þ | 
obſcurely explained ; 'tis only_' to read, 


and to repreſent | to your ſelves at the ſame 
#71 » « 


y 


"EP Ant Yor Pace.” 4 
b **rimeE what you read, and to form ſome 
Image of it that may- be clear and free 
. \-from perplexing Difficulties. I ask of the: 
+\' Ladies (for this Syſtem) but the fame At- 
- - tention that they mult give the Princeſs 
of Cleve; if they would follow the In- 

-- Atrigue, and find out the Beauties of it ; 
though the truth is, that the 7dea's of 
» this Book are not ſo familiar to:the moſt 

- part. of Ladies, as thoſe of the Princeſs of 
- Cleve, but they- are not more obſcure, 
than thoſe of that Novel, and yet they 
need not think above twice at moſt, - 
_*#hey will be capable of takivg a true 
/ Meaſure, and having a juſt Senſe of the 
whole, 
I'do not pretend to take a Syſtem in 
roles Air, without a Foundation, but I have 
' made uſe of true Philoſophical Reaſons ; 
and of thoſe, employed as many as are 
neceſlary ; and, as it happily falls our, + 
the Notions of Philoſophy upon this 

© Subject. are pleaſant; and at the fame - 

time that they fatisfie-the Reaſon, they 

2 - Content the Imagination with a Proſpect 
as agreeable, as it they had been made on. 

purpoſe to entgrtaun It. WM 


Where 


 . 


Where 'T Foun Gan — not ; 
thet ſo diverting as I with'd, I gave Uk 


Foreign Ornaments : Virgil made uſe .of 


. the ſame Method in his Georgects, where 
he adorned his Subject ( of 1t ſelf altoge- 


ther dull ) with ook Digreſlions, and 
very often agreeably. Ovid himſelf has 
done as much in his 4rt of Loving, * Warn 
the Foundation of his Theme was inft- 
nitely more: agreeable than any thing 
that could be mixcd with it ; therefore it 
1s to be ſuppoſed, he imagined t would 


. * be tireſome, always to treat of one and 


the ſame thing, though it was of Gallan- 
try : -But for my part, I, who have much 
more need of the Aſſiſtance of Digreſlion, 
have, notwithſtanding, made uſe of them 
very frugally : [ have authorized them by 
the Liberty of natural-Converfation, and 
have put them but 1n thoſe places where 
F thought every body would be glad to 


. find them ;-I have put the greateſt. part 


of them in the beginning of my Work, 


becauſe the Mind will not be then fo well 


accuſtomed to the principal /dea's that I 
preſent. . In fine, I have taken them from 


- the Subject it ſelf, or, at leaſt, approach- 


In 's to: it. 
| would 


- I'would not have any. Imagination of 
ths Inhabitants of the Worlds that are eft- 
tirely fabulous, but have endeavoured to 
relate only that which might be thoughe 
moſt reaſonable ;. and the Viſions them- 
felves that I have added; haye ſomething 
of a real Foundation in them ; the True 
and the Falſe are here mixed, but they 
always are very eaſfie to be diſtioguiſh- 
&d; yet I do not undertake to juſtifie a 
Compoſure ſo fantaſtical : This is the 
- moſb1mportant Point of this Work, and 
is this only that I cannot give a Reaſon 
for ; but the publick Cenfure will inform 
me, what T ought to think of this De- 
ſign. 
There remains no- more for me to fay 
m this Preface, but to ſpeak to one fort 
of People, who, perhaps, will be the moſt 
_ difficult to content ( and yet I have very 
good Reaſons to give them, but, poſlibly, 
ſuch as they will not take for current Pay, 
unleſs they appear to them to be good : 3 
and theſe are the ſcrupulous Perſons, who 
may imagine, that in regard of Reli ion, 
- there may be danger in placing rt, 
; tants any where, but on this Earth ; bur 
ove had a Reſpect, even to the moſt 
celicate 


; PR 6, 6.4 
. * 4 « } = PR 3 þ . 4 © 
p , *. > 3», n* wo" ,SF7 # v ES 114 *H » Y - > 
” 7 *% * 4 | 7" ” pt ab 7 o *: 2: > ra; Stats 1 w * y..- =. 
=a ® - «* Oh w - RI, $ 4 : »- 7) %P £® . x - + - L_ bo : 1% »F : : : 
bo v, LV , ty 7.85” ">". 4 6 », + o EAN £4 8s 5 —- " "WW | . wo p 
;: wy yn 9 0 - EY pd) "»- = op) + : l 
4 a it; | : , - BS & ap * & P"; 2 © ww 3.2 hy "= : o n : = 
Je , : r- -n o - X : Fs p © + » + . - : 
= *s 4 I a _ 
3s & © : g = 
: - £ 
= . o . 
. by S - N 
« F / 
" w x y _* 
» | "b =. 
= o 
by = 


% 


delicate Niceties of Religion; and wonld [N- 


not'be guilty of any. thing that: ſhould 
ſhock'it in a publick Work, though that 


. Care were contrary to my Opinion. . -But 
that which-will ſfurprize you 1s, that Re- 
ligion is not at all-concerned” in this Sy- 


 Nem; where TI fill an infinite number of : 
Worlds with Inhabitants ;. and you- need 
only reform and clear one Error of the : 
Imagination : But when I ſhall tell you 7 


the Moofh: i8 inhabited, - you preſently: res 
preſent to-your Fancy Men made as we 


afe ; and it you are a little of 'the Theo- * 


\ 
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 logician, you will then be preſently ' full * 


of Difficulties : Zhe PoFerity of, Adam * 


could not poſſibly extend to the Moon, nor 
ſend Colonies into that Country 5 then 


they are not the RY of Adam: And that y 
would be a great perplexing Point in * 
_ Theology, to imagine there ſhould” be 7? 


Men, and thoſe -not to deſcent from 4- 


-that, and the Arguments we ought to 


employ ina tedious Explanation, are too - 
worthy of Gravity to be put- into this 
Book, though perhaps I could anſwer ſo- | 
lidly enough to their Objections, if-4 un= 2% 

 dertook 


i" dam; there is no .need of- ſaying any 2 
=. 4 more, all the Difticulrics are reduced to ' 
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dertook it ; but *tis certain, 1 have- no. 

need of anſwering them ; let the Men-in 

the Moon do it, whoare-only concern'd ; 

for *tis they that put the Men there, I on- 
ly put Inbabitants, which, pertaps, are. 
Enot Men. What are they then 2? "Tis not 

that I have ſeen them, that I ſpeak of 
them ; yet do not imagine that I deſizn, 
(by faying there areno Men in the Moon) 
to evade your Objections, but you ſhall 
Wkee, that 'tis impoſſible ( according to the 
B/zea's that I have of the infinite Diverſit 
that Nature ought to uſe in her. Works ) 
Fthat there can be none. This /deq. go- 

Wvcrns all the Book, and it cannot be.con- 
Sfuted by any Philoſopher ; therefore I be- 

Mlieve 1 {hall meet with no Objection from 
Many, but thoſe who ſpeak gf theſe Enter- 
Ftainments, without having read them: 
"WBut is this Reaſon enough: tor me. to de- 
-Mpend on ? No, 'tis rather a ſufficient Rea- 
Fon for me to fear, that this Objetion 
{vill be often urged in ſeveral places. - . 

| | 
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125 T O . 
Monſieur de L-— 


- SIR, .. 


| exact Account. in what manner 


' the Caſtle of Madam the Marquieſe. of----- 

But T am afraid this Account will. enlarg 

zt Jelf to-a Volume, and that which zs worſe, 
ro 4Polume of Philoſophy, while you,, pers 
haps, expett to hear of Feaſting. Parties at 
play, and Hunting-matches. No, Sir. 5you 
| will hear of uething but Planets; W or| Js 
| and\Tourbillions, mor has there. been any 
other.:things diſconrs'd on. Perhaps you 
are a Philoſopher, and will not believe my 
Diſcourſe, ſo ridiculous as it may appear td 
the leſs: Learned"; and poſſibly, you :wwill 
Be glad to hearthat I have drawn Madam 
_Fhe Marquieſe 7nto our Party : We -cou'd 
not have made an Advantage more confides 
rable, fince. I always eſteemd Touth and 
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of Madam the Marquieſe ; and cou'd ſhe be 
0 agreeable in her Converſion, I aſſure 
you, all the World wou'd run after her Pre« 
cepts. ou mui not expe. go hear Wons 
ers,when 1 ſhall make you a Relation of the 
» Diſcourſe £ had with this beautiful Lady 
| and Tought t0have as much Wit as her ſelf, 
'- #0 repeat all ſhe ſaid in the: ſame graceful 
--- manner ſhe expreſs d it; however, I hope 
© to make you ſenſible of the Readineſs of her 
{© Genius, in comprehending all things ; - 1 
© my part, 7 eſteem her perfeitly witty, ſince 
at ©» he is ſo with the moſt Facility in the World. 
youlſh + Perhaps you will be apt to ſay, that her Sex 
las © maſt needs be wanting in thoſe Perfettions. 
any \\which adorn ours, becauſe they do not-read 
you fo much.” » But what ſignifies the reading of 
"my | fo many vaft Volumes over, fiuce there are 
r. 0%" a'great many Men who have,made that the 
vill 3 Bafeneſs of therr whole Lives, to whim, if 
lan durft, Twor'd ſcarce allow the Knowledge. 
ud > of any thing > As for the ret, you will be 
dee —oblig d' to me, 1 know, before I begin to 
ang * oper the Converſation [ had with _—_ 
«a þ$; + Ip "Fa the 


ba Marc ofe, hes Fe $—"Þ WY by 
" fſerite to you the Caltle, rit4 ſhe was WW -- 
retir d,. to paſs the Autumn. People are 
3-0# ſuch Occqfions, to make very large 
1 ſcriptions but I ll. be more favourable 
"£0: you. Let%+ ſuff ſe fice, that when [I arriv'd 
pr-25 Fi fans no.Company, which Twas ve-' 
ry glad of : The two. firft Days there paſs d 
nothing remarkable, but our Time was Jpent.” 
in Jiſcourf {ing of the News of Paris, ; 
whenced came :. After” this, paſs d thoſe | 
Entertainments which , it the Sequel, I 
will impart to you- I will divide our Dif--/ 
--.. Courſe therefore into, N ights, -becanſe, ins © 
BL "Hed, we had none, but in the Nights. 


E wert one Evening af- 

ter Supper to walk in 

| the Park , the Air was 

cool and refreſhing, which made 
Yus ſufficient amends for the exceſ- 
© five heat of the Day, and of which 


find I ſhall be obliged to make 
you a Deſcription, which I cannot 
well avoid , the fineneſs of it lead- 
Fling me {o neceſlarily tot. 
” The Moon was about an hour 
Fhigh , which ſhining through the 
YBoughs of the Trees, made a moſt 
ME zerccable: Mixture, and checker d 
the Paths beneath with a moſt re- 
#plendent white upon the green, 
which appeared to be black by that 
IF B Light; 
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Light ; there was no Cloud to be 


feen that could hide from us, or ob- 
ſcore the ſmalleſt of the Stars, which 
lookt all like' pure poliſht Gold , 
whoſe Luſter was extreamly heigh- 
tened by the deep Azare Field on 
which they were placed : Theſe 
pleaſant Objects ſet me a thinking, 
and had it not been for Madam /a 
Marquieſe, I might have continued 
longer in that ſilent Contemplati- 


,on ; but the Preſence of a Perſon 


of her Wit and Beauty hindered 
me from giving up my Thoughts 
intirely to the Mogi and Stars. 
Do not you believe, Madam, faid I, 
that the clearneſs of this Night 
exceeds the Glory of the brighteſt 
day ? I confeſs, faid ſhe , the Day 
mult yield to. ſach a Night ; the 
day which reſembles a fair Beauty, 
which though more ſparkling , is 
not ſo charming as one of a brown 
Complexion , who is a true Em- 
blem of the Night. You are very: 
generous, Madam, faid I, to give the 
advantage to the brown, you who * 
| ar 


are ſo admirably fair your ſelf: 
Yet without. diſpute, day is the 
moſt beautiful thing in Nature ; 
and moſt of the Heroinesin Roman- 
BE ces, which are modelled after the 
i moſt perfect 7dea fancy can repre- 4 
WM fent by the moſt ingenious of man- \ £_ 
\B kind, are generally deſcribed to be > 
BM fair. But, faid ſhe, Beauty is infi- 
[Y pid,if itwant the pleaſure and pow- 
.H crof charming ; and you mult ac- 
| knowledge that the brighteſt day 
| that ever you ſaw could never have 
8 engaged you in fo agreeable an Ec- 
B ftaſie, as you were juſt now like to 
BE have faln into by the powerful at- 
'Y trations of this Night. 

NN Hagree to what you fay, Madam, 
' faid F, but I muſt own at the ſame 
F time, that a Beauty of your com- 
& plexion would give me another 
8 fort of tranſport than the fineſt _ 
K Night with all the advantages ob- * 
feurity can give it. by 


Though that were true, faid the, . 
FE ſhould not be ſatisfied; firice thoſe "2 
; fair Beautizs that fo reſemble the a 
| ro B 2 day, 
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day, produce not thoſe ſoft Effedts 
of the other, - How comes it; that 
Love:s who are the beſt Judges of 
what is pleaſing and touching, do 
always addreſs themſelves to the 
Night, in all their Songs and Ele- 
gies? I told her, that they moſt 
certainly paid their acknowledg- 
ments to the Night : for the was 
ever moſt favourable to- all their 
Deſigns. But, Sir,replied the. Mar- 
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' quieſe , ſhe receives alſo all their: 


Complaints , as a true Confident of 
all their Entrigues ; . from whence 
proceeds that 2 The ſilence and 
gloom of the Night, faid I, inſpires 
the: reſtleſs Sigher with thoughts 
very paſſionate and languiſhing , 
which the buſter day diverts a 


thouſand little ways (though one 


would think. the Night ſhould 
charm all things to repoſe.) and 
though the day affords Solitudes, 
dark'Receſſes,Groves and Grottoes, 
equally obſcure and filent as the 
Night it ſelf; yet we fanſy that the- 
Stars move with a more ſilent mo- 
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tion than the Sun, and that all the 
Objects which the Heavens repre- 
ſent to our view,arc foſter, and ſtay 


- our ſight more eaſily ; and flatte- 


ring our {elves that weare the only 
Perſons at that time awake, we are 
vain enough to give a looſe toa 
thouſand thoughts extravagant and 
eaſing. Beſides, the Scene of the 
Univerſe by day-l1ght appears too 


"Uniform , we beholding but one 


| Great Luminary in an Arched Vault 


of Azure, of a Vaſt Extent, while 
all the Stars appear conſuſedly dif- 
perſed , and diſpoſed as it were by 
chance in a thouſand different Fi- 
gures, which aſſiſts our roving Fan- 
cies to fall agreeably into ſilent 


"thoughts. Sir , replied Madam /a 


Marqueiſe, 1 have always felt thoſe 
effects of Night you tell me of., ] 
love the Stars, and could be hearti- 


1y angry with the Sun for taking 
them from my ſight. Ah, cry d I, 


1 cannot forgive his taking from 


'me the ſight of all thoſe Worlds 


ws, 


#hat are there. Worlds, faid ſhe, 


B 3 what 
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what Worlds And looking earneſt; 
Iy upon me, asked me again, what 
I meant ? I ask your Pardon, Ma- 
dam, faid I, I was inſenfibly led to 
this fond diſcovery of my weak- 
neſs. What weakneſs , faid ſhe, 
more earneſtly than before 2 Alas 
faid I, I am ſorry that I muſt cons 
feſs I have aged to my ſelf, that 
every Star may perchance be ano- 
ther World, yetT would not ſwear 
that it is ſo ; but I will believe it to 
be true, becauſe that Opinion is ſq 
pleaſant to me, and gives me very 
diverting 1dea's , which have fixed 
themſelves delightfully i in my Ima- 
ginations, and 'tis neceſſary that e- 
ven ſolid Truth ſhould have its a; 
greeableneſs. Well, ſaid ſhe, ſince 
your Folly is fo pleaſing to you, 
give me a ſhare of it ; I will be 
lieve whatever you pleaſe Concern: 
E-_ ing the Stars , if I find it pleaſant, 
= Ah, Madam, aid I, haſtily, it is not 
s ſuch 2 Pleaſure as you Hind in ons 
of Mullier's Plays ; it is a Pleaſure /4 
that 3 is -I know not where , wi 
our 
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our Reaſon, and which only tranſ- 
ports the Mind,” What, replied ſhe, 
do you think me-then incapable of 
all thoſe Pleaſures which entertain 
our Reaſon , and only treat the 
Mind ? I will inſtantly ſhew you 
the contrary, at leaſt as ſoon as you 
have told me what you know of 
your Stars. Ah, Madam, cry'dT, 
| ſhall never indure to bereproach'd 
with that neglect of my own hap- 
pineſs,that in a Groveat ten a Clock 
of the Night , I talk d of nothing 
but' Philoſophy , to the greateſt 
Beauty in the World ; no, Madam, 
ſearch for Philoſophy ſome where 
elſe. 
But 'twas in vain to put her oft 
- by Excuſes, from a Novelty ſhewwas 
already but too much prepoſleſt 
with : There was a necellity of 
yielding, and all I could do was to 
\preyail with her to be ſecret, for the 
fAaving my Honour ; but when I 
Jound my ſelf engaged paſt retreat, 
J. and had a deſign to, ſpeak, I knew 
Y aot where to begin my diſcourſe, 
J B 4 for 
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for to prove to her ( who under- 
{ſtood nothing of Natural Philoſo- 
phy ) that the Earth was a Planet, 
and all the other Planets ſo many 
Earths , and all the Stars Worlds, 
it was neceſſary for the explaining I. 
my ſelf, to bring my Arguments a 
great way oft ; and therefore I ſtill 
endeavoured to perſwade her that 
'twas much better to paſs the time 
in another manner -of Converſati- 
on, which the moſt reaſonable Peo- 
ple in our Circumſtances wovld 
do ; but I pleaded to no Purpoſe, 
and at laſt to fatisfie her , and give 
her a general 7dea of Philoſophy, 
] made uſe of this way.of ' argu: 
1Ng. 

All Philoſophy is grounded on 
two Principles, that of a paſſionate 
thirſt of knowledge of the Mind, 
and the weakneſs of the Organs 
of the'Body ; for if the Eye-fight 
were 1n pertection,you could ascaſi- 
ly diſcern there were Worlds in the 
Stars,as that there are Stars:On the 
other hand, 1f you were leſs curi- FI, 
| ; OUS -m+ 
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ous and 'defirous of knowledge, 
you would be indifferent, whether 
it were ſo or not, which indeed 
comes all to the fame purpoſe ; but 
we would gladly know ;more than 
we ce, and there's the difficulty : 
for if we could ſee well and truly 


what we ſee, we ſhould know e- 


nough; but we ſee ,moſt Objeds 
quite otherwiſe than they are ; ſo 
that the true Philoſophers ſpend 
their time in not believing what 
they ſee, and in endeavouring to 
gueſs at the knowledge of what 
they ſee not; and in my Opinion 


_ this kind. of life is not much to be 


envied ; but I fanſy ſtill to my ſelf 
that Nature is a great Scene, or Re- 
preſentation, much like one of our 
Operas; for, from the place where 
you ſit to behold the Opera , you 
do nct ſee the Stage , as really it is, 
SInce every thing 1s diſpoſed there 
for the repreſenting agreeable Ob- 
jects to your ſight, from a large di- 
ſtance, while the wheels & weights, 
- Which move and counterpoiſe the 
Machines 
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Machines are all concealed from 
our view ; nor do we trouble our 
ſelves ſo much to find out how all 
thoſe Motions that we ſee there,are 
performed; and it may be among fo 
vaſt a number of Spectators, there 
is not above one Enginier m the 
whole Pit , that troubles himſelf 
with the conſideration how thoſe 
flights are managed that ſeem: fo 
new and fo extraordinary to him, 
and who reſolves at any rate to find 
out the contrivance of them : You 
cannot but gueſs, Madam, that this 
Enginier is aotunlike a Philoſopher; 
but that which makesthe difficulty 
1ncomparably greater to Philoſo- 
| phers, is, that the Ropes, Pullies, 
Wheels and Weights , which give 
motion to the different Scenes re- 
preſented to us by Nature , are ſo 
well hid . both from our ſight and 
underſtanding , that it was a long 
time before mankind could ſo nuuch 
as gueſs at the Cauſes that moved 
the vaſt Frame of the Univerfe. 
Pray, Madam , imagine to your 
ſelt, 
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{I , the Ancient Philoſophers be- 
holding one of our Opera's,fuch an 
one as Pythagoras, Plato, Ariſtotle, 
' and many more, whoſe Names and 
Reputations make fo great a noiſe 
in the World ; and ſuppoſe they 
were to behold the flying of Pha- 
eton , Who 1s carried alott by the 
Winds , and that they could not 
diſcern the Ropes and Pullics , but 
were altogether ignorant of the 
contrivance of the Machine behind 
the Scenes , one of them would be 
apt to ſay — 7? 7s a certain Str 
cret Virtue that carries up Phae- 
ton. Another , That Phaeton 7zs 
compoſed of certain Numbers, which 
make him mount upwards. The 
third----7 hat Phaeton has a certain 
kindneſs for the higheſt Part of the 
Theatre,and is unea(ie when he 35 uot 
there. And a fourth — - 7 hat Pha- 
eton was not made for flying , but 
that he had rather fly, than leave 
the upper part of the Stage wid : 
Beſides a hundred other Notions , 
which I wonder have not intirely 
FOR ried 
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ruined the Reputation of the An- 
cients. In our Ape Des Cartes,and 
ſome other Moderns would fay----. 
That Phaeton's flight upward 11s be- 
cauſe be is hoiſted by Ropes, and that 
while he aſcends , a greater weight 
than he deſcends. 

And now men do not believe 
that any corporeal being moves it 
ſelf, unleſs 1t be ſet on Motion, or 
puſht by another Body , or drawn 
by Ropes ; nor that any heavy 
thing aſcends. or deſcends, without 
a counter-poiſe equal with it in 
weight to balance it ; or that tis 
guided by Springs. And could we 
{ee Nature as it is, we ſhould ſee 
nothing but the hinder part of the 
Theatre at the Opera. By what 
you fay, ſaid Madam /a Marguieſe, 
Philoſophy is become very Mecha- 
nical. So very Mechanical, faid TI, 
that I am afraid men will quickly 
be aſhamed of it ; for ſome would 
have the Univerſe - no other thing 
in Great, than a Watch is in-L#tle ; 
and that all things 1n it are order- 
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ed by Regular Motion , which de- 
' pends upon the juſt and equal dif- 
poſal of its Parts : Confeſs the 
Truth, Madam, have not you had 
heretofore a more ſublime /dea of 
the Univerſe , and have not you 
honoured it with a better Opini- 
onthan it deſerved ? I have known 
| ſeveral eſteem it leſs Tince they be- 
lieved they knew it better ; and 
for my part, ſaid ſhe, I eſteem it 
more ſince I knew it 1s fo like a 
Watch: And'tis moſt ſurpriſing to 
me , that the courſe and order of 
Nature, - how ever admirable it ap- 
pears to be , moves upon Princi- 
ples and Things that are ſo very 
eaſie and ſimple. I know not , re- 
plied I, who has given you ſo juſt 
Idea s of it, but 'tis not ordinary to 
have ſuch ; moſt People retain in 
their minds ſome falſe: Principle 
or other of Admiration, wraped up 
in obſcurity , which they adore : 
They admire Nature, only becauſe 
they look on it as a kind of Mira- 
cle, which they do not underſtand,; 
| and 
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Wh | 
rid *tis certain that thoſe fort of 
People never deſpiſe any thing, but 
from the moment they begin to 
anderſtand it : But, Madam, I find 
you ſo well diſpoſed to comprehend 
all I have to fay to you, that with- 
out further Preface, I need only 
draw the Curtain , and ſhew you 
the World. _ 

From the Earth where we are, 
that which we fee at the greateſt 
diſtarice from us,is that Azure Hea- 
yen, or that vaſt Vault, where the 
Stars are placed as fo many Golden 
Nails, which are called fixt , be- 
cauſe they ſeem to have no othef 
motion , but that of their proper 
Sphere , which carries them along 
with it, from Eaſt to Weſt, between 
the Farth and the laſt, or loweſt 
Heaven ; are hung at difterent 
heights , the Sun , the Moon, and 
five other Stars , which are called 
Planets, Mercary, Fenus, Mars, Fu- 
piter , and Saturn. Theſe Planets 
not being fixt to any one Sphere, 
and having unequal Motions, they _ 
are 


he 


M105” 


are in Aiferent Aſpects, one to an- 
other, and according as they are in 
conjundtion , or at diſtance , they 
make different Figures ; whereas 
the fixt Stars are always in the 
fame Poſition , one towards ano- 
ther : As for Example, Charles's- 
Wain, or the Conſtellation of the 
Great Bear, which you fſee,, and 
which conſiſts of Seven Stars , has 
always been, and will ſtill continue 
the ſame ; but the Moon is ſome- 
times near the Sun, and ſometimes 
at a great diſtance from i It, and fo 
through all the reſt of the Planets : 
It was in this manner that the Ce- 
leſtial Bodies appeared to the Anci- 
ent Chaldean Shepherds, whoſe 
great leifure produced theſe firſt 
Obſervations, which have fince been 
ſo well improved ; - and upon which 
all Aſtronomy is founded: For A- 
{tronomy had its beginning in Chal- 
dea , as Geometry was invented in 
E apt \ where. the 'inundations of 
the River Nile, having confounded 
and removed the. Limits and the 
Land- 
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| Laid-ingrks of the af Poſſeſlis 
ons of the Inhabitants, did prompt 
them to find out ſure and exact 
Meaſures , by« which every one 
might know his own Field from 
that- of his Neighbours : So that 
Aſtronomy 1s the Daughter of I- 
dleneſs , Geometry is the Child of 
Intereſt ; and ſhould we inquire in- 
to the Original of Poetry, we 
thould in all appearance find , that 
it owes its beginning to Love. . 

I am extreamly glad, ſaid the 
, Marquzeſe , that I have learned the 
Genealogy of the Sciefces , and F 
| find that 1 muſt content my ſelf. 
with Aſtronomy , Geometry , ac- 
cording to what you have faid, re- 
quiring a Soul more intereſted in 
worldly Concerns, than Iam, and 
for Poetry, *tis moſt proper for 
thoſe of a more Amorous Inclina- 
tion ; but T- have all the_ leifure 
and time to ſpare that Aſtronomy. 
requires : Beſides that 1 live now 
happaly retired .in the Fields' and 
_ Groves, and lead a fort of Paſtoral 
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Life, ſo very agreeable to Aſtronomy. 
Jo not deceive your felt, Madam, faid I 7 
tis not a true Paſtoral Life, to talk of Pla- 
ets and fix'd Stars : Be pleaſed to confi- 
ſer, that the Shepherds in the Story of 

/t-ea did not paſs their time in thatkind 
pf divertiſement ; they had kuſineſs of a 
ofter, arid more agreeable Nature. Oh, 

ud ſhe, the Life of the Paſtorals of Afraa 

t00 dangerous : I like that of the Chal- 
Jean Shepherds better, of whom -you 
boke but now : Go on with them, for I 

will hear nothing from you, but Chal- 
Jean : $80 ſoon as that Order, and theſe 
Motions of the Heavens were difcovered, 
what was the next thing to be conſide- 
ed ? The next thing, faid[, was, to gueſs 
bow the ſeveral parts -of the Univerſe were 
tobe diſpoſed and ranged in order ; and 
hat is what the Learned call, The ma- 
Wing a Syſtem : But before, Madam, I ex- 
plain to you the. firſt Sy ftem be pleaſed to 
obſerve, that we are all naturally made 
Witke a certain Athenian Fool, of whom 

7 du have heard ; who fanſied that all the 
dps that came into the Port of Firaa, 
. belonged to him; for weare ſo vain as to 
Prheve, that all this _ Frame of Na- 
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ture was deſtined to our uſe : For it a 
Philoſopher be asked, for what all thi 
prodigious number of fixed Stars ſerve 
(ſince a very few would ſupply the bus 
neſs of the whole :) he will tell youl 
gravely, that they were made to pleak 
our ſight. Upon this Principle, at fi 
Man believed, that the Earth was imme 
veably fixed in the Centre of the Uni 
verſe, whilſt all the Celeſtial Bodies (made 
only for her) were at the pains of tur 
ing continually round, to give Light to 
the Earth : And, that it was therefor 
above the Earth, they placed the Moon; 
above the Moon, Mercury ; then Venus 
the Sun, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn ; and 
above all, the Sphere of the fixed Stars? 
TFhe Earth, contiog to this Opinion, 
was juſt in the middle of the ſeveral Cir 
cles, deſcribed by the Planets ; and thi 
greater thefe Circles were, the: further 
they were diſtant from the Earth - and 
by conſequence, they took a longer time 
in-:.compleating their round ; which 8s 
certainly true. I know not, aid the Mar: 
quieſe, why you ſhould not approve ol 
this Order of the Univerſe, which ſeems 
to be ſo clear and intelligible ; for m 
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part, I am extreamly pleaſed and fatisfied 
with it. Madam, faid I, without Vani- 
ty, I have very much ſoftned and explai- 
& ned this Syſtem : Should I expoſe it to 
you ſuch as it was firſt invented by its 
Author Ptolemy, or by thoſe that have 
followed his Principles, it would frighten 
you: The motion of the Planets being 
irregular, they move ſometimes faſt, 
ſometimes ſlow ; ſometimes towards one . 
fide, ſometimes to another ; at one time 
near the Earth, at another far from it. 
"The Ancients did imagine I know not 
how many Circles, difterently interwo- 
ven one with another ; by which they 
Hanſy'd to themſelves, they underſtood 
all the irregular Phznomena's, or Appea- 
fances in Nature. And the Confuſion of 
theſe Circles was ſo great, that at that 
time, when men knew no better, a King, 
of Arragon,a great Mathematician (not o- 
ver devout )ſaid, 7 hat if God had cc 4 him 
to his Comncil when he form d the Univerſe, 
lh be could have given him good Advice, The 
'thought was impious, yet 'tis odd to re- 
of Vect, that the confulion of Prolemy's Sy« 
mz tem gaye an occaſion for the fin of that 
"King : The good Advice he would have 
, 3s C 2 oven; 


oven, was, no doubt, for ſurpaſſing 


theſe different Circles, which had fo em-Þ 


barraſs'd the Celeſtial Motions ; and, it 
may be alſo,. with regard to the two or 
three ſuperfluous Spheres, which they 
had plac'd above the fixed Stars. The 
Philoſophers, to explain one kind of mo- 
tion of the heavenly Bodies, did fanſie a 
Sphere of Chriſtal- above that Heaven 
which we ſee, which ſet the inferior Hea- 
ven on motion ; and if any one made a 


new diſcovery of any other Motion, they 


immediately made a new Sphere of Ohri- 
ſtal : in ſhort, theſe Chriſtalline Heavens 
coſt them nothing. . But why Spheres of 
Chriſtal, faid Madam /a Marguzeſe ? 
Wonld no other Subſtance ſerve 2 No, 
ſaid I, Madam ; for there was a neceſlity 
of their being tranſparent, that the Light 
might penetrate; as it.was requiſite for 
them to be folid Beams. Aristorle had 
found out, that Solidity was inherent in 
the Excellency of their Nature ; and be- 
cauſe he faid it, no body would adventure 


to queſtion the truth of it. -But there 
have appear'd Comets, which we know] 
to have been vaſtly higher from the Earth, 


than was believed by the Ancients: Thele, 
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Jin their courſe, wou'd have broke all 
thoſe Chriſtal Spheres ; : and indeed, muſt 
I have ruined the Univerſe.: So that thete 
I was an abſolute neceſſity to believe the 
Heavens to be made of a fluid ſubſtance ; 
at leaſt, 'tis not to be doubted, from the 
obſervation of this, and the laſt Age, that 
Venus and Mercury move round the Sun, 
and not round the Earth. : So that the ah- 
| cient Syſtem 1s not to be defended, as'to 
a | this particular : But I will propoſe one 
yo. you, which ſolves all Objections, and 
i | which will put the King of 4r ragon out of 
1504 condition of adviſing ; and which is ſo 
ff frprifingly ſimple and eafie, that that 
2 | good quality alone ought to make it pre- 
o, | &rrable to all others. Methinks , faid 
y | Madam /a Marquieſe, that your Philoſo- 
1t | phy 1s SRL of Sale, or. Farm, where 
27 | thoſe that offer -to do the Afﬀeair at the 
id ſmalleſt Expence, are preferr'd. *Tis ve- 
in| 'Y true, faid 1; and tis onlyby that, that 
& | we are able to ouels at the Scheme, upon 
Which Nature hath fram'd her Work : 
Ing! is very faving, and will take the ſhor- 
{ telt and cheapeſt way : Yet notwithſtan- 
ding, this. Frugality is accompany'd 
with a moſt ſurpriſing Magnificence , 
Fr] C 3 which 
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Which ſhines in all ſhe has done ; but the pl: 
Magnificence is in the Deſign, and the" 
Oeconamy in the: Execution : And in-fÞ* 
deed, there is nothing finer than a greatI® 
Deſign, | carried on with a little Expence; 
But we are very apt to overturn all theſe 
Qperations of Nature, by contrary 7dea's ; 
We 'put Occonomy in the Deſign, and 
Magnificence in the Execution : We give 
her--a little: Deſign, which we make her 
periorm with ten times a greater Charge 
than is needfu]. I ſhall be very glad, faid 
ſhe, that this Syſtem, you are to ſpeak 
of, will imitate Nature ſo exaRly ; fot 
this good Husbandry will turn to the ad- 
vantage of my Underſtanding, ſince by it 
] ſhail have leſs trouble to comprehend 
what you have to ſay. There 1s in this 
Syſtem no more unneceſſary difficulties. | 
- Know then, that a certain German, na- 
F med Copernicus, does atone blow. cut off - 
IJ all theſe different Circles, and Chriſtalline* 
”  . Spheres, invented by the Ancients ; de- | 
{troying the one, and breaks'the other in 
pieces ; and being inſpir'd with a Noble}: 
Y Aſtronomical Fury, takes the Earth, and { 
> hangs it at a vaſt diſtance from the Cen-Þ? 
Y tre of the World, and ſets the Sun in itsF* 
place 
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1 place, 'to whom that Honour does more. 
properly belong ; the Planets do no lon- 
Jger turn round the Earth, nor do they 
any longer contain it in the Circle they 
deſcribe ; and if they enlighten us, it 18 
Jby chance, and becauſe they find us in 
their way : All things now turn round 
4 ihe Sun ; among which, the Globe it felf, 
to puniſh it for the long Reſt, fo fallly at- 
tributed to it before ; and Copernicus has 
baded the Earth with all thoſe Motions, 
formerly attributcd to the other Planets; 
having left this little Globe none © of all 
the Celeſtial Train, fave only the Moon, 
whoſe natural Courſe it is, to turn round 
the Farth. Soft and fair, ſaid Madam 
a Marguiefe ; you are in ſo great a Ra- 
ſure, andexpreſs your ſelf with ſo much 
Pomp and Eloquence, I hardly under- 
{fland what you mean: You place the Sun 
Fhunmoveable in the Centre of the Uni- 
verſe ; Pray, what follows next 2 Mer- 
cury, aid I, who turns round the Sun ; 
ſo that the Sun is in the Centre of the 
Circle he deſcribes : And above Mercury, 
Fenus ; who turns allo round the Sun :; 
Next comes the Earth ; which being ' 
Anore Elivated than Mercury, or Yenus, 
: C 4 deſcribes 
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elbatbas A Circle of a greater Ciround 


Mars, Jupiter and Satury, in their order. 
as I have nam'd em : So that you ſee ex 
fily, that Sa7urn ought to make the grea: 


teſt Circle round the Sun ; it is thereforeſſ 


that Saturn takes more. time to make hi 
Revolution, than any other Planet. Ah, 
but, faid the Marquieſe, interrupting me, 


yan forget the Moon. Do not fear, ſaid 
T, Madam ; I ſhall foon find her again, 


The Moon turns round 'the Earth, and: 


never leaves it; and as the Earth moves in 
the Circle it deſcribes round the Sun, thel 


Moon follows the Earth in turning round 


it ; and if the Moon do move round the 


Gun, it is only becauſe ſhe will not abansF[ 


don the Earth. I underſtand you, faid 
ſhe : I love the Moon for ſtaying with 
us, when all the other Planets have left 
us ; and you muſt confeſs, that your Ger- 
man Copernicus would have taken her 


from us too, had it been in his power ;f 


for I perceive by his procedure, he had 


no great kindneſs for the Earth. I am 


extreamly pleas'd with him, faid I, for 
having humbled the Vanity of mankind, 


wha had uſurp'd the firſt and beſt Situa- . 
tion bf 


rence than thoſe two Planets: Laſt, co A 
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- tion in the Univerſe ; and TI am Ws to 
| fee the Earth under the ſame Circumſtan- 
ces with the other Planets. That's very 
fine, faid the Marguieſe : Do you beheve 
SS that the Vanity of Man places it ſelf in 
* Aſtronomy ; or that I am any way hum- 
- bled, becauſe you tel] me rhe Earth turns 
round the Sun 2 [1] ſwear, I'do not eſteem 
-my felt one whit the leſs. Good- Lord, 
' Madam, faid I, Do you think I can ima- 
ny gine you can be as zealous for a Prece- 
dF” dency in the Univerſe, as you would be 
nl for that in\ a Chamber : No, Madam ; 
Wl the Rank of Place between two Planets 
\will never make ſuch a buſtle in the World, 
"as that of two Ambaſladors : Neverthe- 
leſs, the ſame inclination that makes us 
- endeavour to have the firſt place in a Ce- 
"remony, prevails with a Philoſopher in 
compoling his Syſtem, to place himfelt in 
\ the Centre of the World, it he can: He 
1s proud to fanfie all things made for 
himſelf ; and without reflexion, flatters 
- his Senſes with this Opinion, which con- 
$ fiſts purely in Speculation. Oh, faid the 
-Marguieſe , this is a Calumny of your 
- own invention againſt mankind, which 


his 


I ought never to have received Copernicus 
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his Opinion, ſince ſo eafie, and fo hum. | 
ble. Copernicus, ſaid I, Madam, himſelf was Þ 
the moſt difftident of his own Syſtem ; fo 
that it was a long time before he would 
venture to publiſh it , and at laſt reſolv'd 
to do it at the earneſt intreaty of People. 
of the firſt Quality. But do you know. 
what he did, the Day they brought him 
the firſt printed Copy of his Book ? . That 
he might not be troubled to anſwer all the 
Objections and Contradictions he 'was 
ſure to meet with, he wiſely left the 
World, and died. Hold, faid the Mar- 
quieſe, we ought to do Juſtice to all the 
World ; and 'tis moſt certain, 'tis very 
hard to believe we turn round, ſince we 
do not change places, and that we find 
our ſelves in the Morning, where we lay 
down the Night before. TI fee very well 
by your Looks, what "tis you are going 
to ſay ; That ſince the Earth moves all 
together - Moſt certainly, faid I : 


"Tis the ſame thing as if you were aſleep 

in a Boat, failing on a River, you would 

find your ſelf in the ſame place in the 

Morning, and in the ſame Situation as 

to the ſeveral parts of the Boat. True, 

faid ſhe, but with this difterence; I ſhoud, Þ 
| \ at. 
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I « my waking, find another Shoar ; and 
I that would convince me, my Boat had 


chang'd its Situation : But tis not the 
fame with the Earth ; for there I find 
every thing as I left it the Night before, 
Not at all, Madam, faid I ; the Earth 
changes the Shoar, as well as your Boar, 
'You know, Madam, that above and be- . 
yond all the Circles , deſcribed by the 
Planets, is the Sphere of -the fixed Stars :; 
that's our Shoar : I ain on the Earth, 
which makes a great Circle round the 
Sun ; I look towards the Centre of this 
Circle, there I ſee the Sun ; if the bright- 
*nefs of his Rays did not remove the Stars 
from my ſight, by looking in a ſtreight 
Line, Iſhoud eaſily perceive the Sun cor+ 
reſponding to ſome fixed Star beycn] 
him ; but in the Night-time, I ſee clearly 
the Stars, to which the Sun did anſwer, 
or was oppoſite to, the Day before; which 
is, jndeed, the ſame thing. It the Earth 
were immoveable, and did not alter its 
Sttuation in its own Circle, I ſhou'd al- 
ways ſee the Sun oppoſite to the ſame 
- fixed Stars ; butT ſee rhe Sun in different 
* Oppoſition to the Stars, every Day of the 

Year : It moſt neceſſarily follows then, 
Z$s the 
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And as the Earth performs its Revolution 


- time, anſwer in dire&t Oppoſition to a 
Whole Circle of fixed Stars ; this Circle is 
called the Zodiack : Will you pleaſe, Ma- 


" Sand? , By no means, faid ſhe ; I can fa» 
tion : Beſides that, it would give a cer- 


which I do not like. Have not I heard 
of a certain Philoſopher, who being ſhip+ 


Propoſitions drawn on the Sea-fands, cal- 
led to one of thoſe with him, and cry'd, 
Courage, my Friend, here are the Foot- 
ſteps of Men ; this Country" is inhabited ? 
You know, it 1s not decent in me to 
make ſuch Foot-ſteps, nor muſt they be 
ſeen in this place. Tis fit, continued I, 
Madam, that nothing be ſeen here, but 
Steps of Lovers; that is to fay, your 
% of Trees by the hand of your Adorers. 


let 


the Circle changes its Situation, that is, 1 
the Shoar, round which we go daily : 


in a Year, I ſee the Sun, in that ſpace of 


dam, that I trace the Figure of it on the 
tisfie my ſelf, without that Demonſtra- 


tain Mathematical Air to my Park, 


wreck'd, and caſt upon an unknown 
Iſland ; who ſeeing fome Mathematical 


Pray, Sir, faid ſhe, let Adorers alone, and 
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Jet us ſpeak of the Sun. I underſtand 
very well, how we imagine he deſcribes 
"that Circle, which, indeed, we our ſelves 
I deſcribe; but this requires a whole Year's 


1} time; when one wou'd think the Sun 
| paſſes over our heads every day : How 
: comes that to paſs > Have you not ob- 


ſerv'd, ſaid I, that a Bowl thrown on the 
Farth, has two different Motions ; it runs 
toward the Jack, to which it is thrown ; 
and at the ſame time it turns over 
J and over ſeveral times, before it comes 
that Length ; ſo that you will ſee the 
? | Mark that- is on the Bowl, ſometimes 
above, and ſometimes below : *Tis juſt ſo 
with the Earth ; in the time it advances 
on the, Circle it makes round the Sun, in 
its yearly Courſe, it turns over once eve- 
'ry four and twenty Hours, upon its own 
Axis ; ſo that in that ſpace of time, which 
s one natural Day, every point of the 
Farth ( which is not near the South or 
; North-Poles.) loſes and.recovers the ſight 
of the Sun : And as we turn towards the 

" 4. Sun, we imagine the Sun is riſing upon 
* | us; fo when we turn from it, we believe 
| the is ſetting. This is very pleaſant, ſaid 
the Marquieſe : You make the Circke to 
do 
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do all, -and the Sun to land idle ; A s 
when we ſee. the Moon, Planets and. fixed 
Stars turn round us in four and rwenty. 
Hours, all is but bare [magination. No-Þ- 
thing elſe, ſaid I, but pure Fancy, -which 
| proceeds from the ſame Cauſe ; only the | 
E-* Planets make their Circle round the Sun, 
not in the ſame ſpace of time, but accor- 
ding to their unequal diſtance from it; and 
that Planet which we ſce to day, look to 
a certain Point of the Zocltack, or Sphere! 
of fixed Stars, we ſhall ſee it anſwer to 
every other Point to Morrow ; as well 
becauſe that Planet moves on its Courſe, 
as that we procced in ours : We move, and 
ſo do the ' other Planets : By this means 
we vary both Situation and Oppoſition, 
as to them, and we think we diſcover Ir- 
regularities in their Revolutions, which [ 
will not now trouble you with ; *tis ſuffi- 
cient for you to know, that any thing 
that may appear to us to be irregular, in; 
the Courſe of the Planets, is occaſion'd 
by our own Motion meeting theirs in 
ſuch different manners ; but upon the 
whole the Courle of the Planets, is moſt 
regular. T agree with all my heart, faid 
the OY 1 ; yet I with with all my 
heart, 
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| FER that that Regularity were not fo 
laborious to the Earth : 1 fanſie Coperni- 
cus has not been very careful of 1ts Con- 
-cerns, in making ſo weighty and ſolid a -Þ 
Maſs run about ſo nimbly. But, Madam, 2X 
;faid I, wou'd you rather, that the Sun, | 
, | and the Stars ( which are generally far 
=} greater Bodies) ſhoud make a vaſt Cir- 
dF cumference round the Farth in a Day, 
oF and run an infinite number of Leagues in 
ec twenty four Hours time 2 Which they 
0 

l 


-muſt of neceſflity do, it the Earth have 
1 not that Diurnal Motion oft its. own Axis. 
8 Oh! anſwered ſhe, rhe Sun and Stars are 
dA all Fire, ſwiftneſs 'of Motion is eaffe. to 
SY them ; but for the Earth, that does not 
1, ſeem to be very portable. And wou'd 
=" you believe it, faid I, Madam, it you had 
14 never ſeen the Experiment, that a Firſt- 
- & Rate Ship, of a hundred and twenty | 
Guns, with fifteen hundred Men, and-' 
proportionable Proviſion , with all her 
Ammunition and Tackle a-board, were a 
very portable thing 2 Notwithſtanding, 
a gentle Breeze will move this Ship on 
the Sea, becauſe the Water is liquid, and 
gooding eaſily, makes no reſiſtance to 
Wo: motion of the Veſſel: So the Earth, 
not= 
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novivithiiinding of as vaſt bulk and 
weight, is caſily movd in the Celeſtial 4 t 
Matter, : which 1s a thouſand times more: 
fluid than the Water of the Sea ; ory 
which fills all that vaſt Extent, where the 11 
Planets ſwim, as it were : And to what | 
wou d you fix or grapple the Earth, ton 
hinder it from being carry'd along with] 
the Current of this Celeſtial Matter or-% 
Subſtance ? It wou d be juſt as if a little + 
wooden Ball ſhou'd not follow the Cut- : 
rent of a rapid River. 

But, faid ſhe, how does the Earth ſups 
port its vaſt weight, oh your lev 7 
Subſtance, which ought to be very light, 1 
ſince it 1s ſo fluid > That does not fol-'/ 
low, anſwered I, Madam, that a thing: 
muſt be light, becauſe it is fluid : What 
fay you to the Firſt-Rafe Ship, I ſpoke+, 
of, with all its Lading ? Yet 'tis oY 
than the Water, becauſe it ſwinis upon 1t. 
As long. as you command your Firſt-Rate1 
Frigat, faid ſhe, angrily, I will not argue | 
with you ; but can you aſſure me, that Ii 
im in no danger, - by. inhabiting ſuch a'1 
little Humming-Top, as you have made 
the World tobe? Well, Madam, faid 1,4 
the _—_ ſhall be ſupported by ove Ele- : 

phants, 
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plants, as the T-diansfanſieit is. Here's 
Syſtem indeed,cry'd Madam /a Mar- 
+: - yet ]-love thoſe Men, for provi- 
ding for their own ſecurity, by reſting 
n a ſolid Foundation ;. whereas: we 
that follow Copernicus, are-ſo inconſide- 
rate, as to ſwim at a venture upon your 
Celeſtial Matter : And Idare fay, if theſe 
Itdians thought the Earth in any danger 
of falling, hey wou'd quickly double 
the number of their Elephants. They 
wou'd have all the reaſon in the World to 
do ſo; faid TI, Madam ; ( laughing at her 
fancy ; ) and wou'd not fpare Elephants 
to ſleep i in quiet, without fear of falling : 
And, Madam, we will add as many as 
you pleaſe to our Syſtem for this Night, 
ind take them away by degrees, as you 
pet 'more Aſſurance. Really, faid ſhe, I 
do not think they are needful at preſent ; 
"for I feel 1 have Courage ſufficient to turn 
Around. You muſt go a ſtep further, faid 
* WI and you ſhall turn round with delight ; 
upon this Syſtem you will form to your 
Welt very pleaſant and agreeable Idea's : 
J As for Example ; - Sometimes I fanſie Iam 


, "Woging in the Air, and that I ſtay there 
6 vithour moving, while the Earth turns 
y* 'N N D FJou nd 


| p hat. 4.3 \ abi ENS me 
| DOSY IO + by. wn "RO PTY oC IO,” nd 
[4 p Fg 's G - y ag . 2 : 4 "3 
* nn MARIE 5 5 LR a f OP EOS YES WY 
: T þ - , x « 145 7 "of a 4.1 4 p 4 uf þ »*# p / 
» 
on + = yr ©) hy <] 4 
-* c 
"4 bo 7 . 
' Iv? *% 
ZI 4 p . 
, _ 
* o 


rorind under me (in four and - twenty. 
Hours time, and that I ſee beneath mealþ 
thoſe different Faces ; ſome white, ſome 
black, ſome tawny, others of an Olives 
colour; firſt I ſee Hats, then Turbants, 
there Hands cover'd with Wool, thers 
fhavd Heads 5 ſometimes Towns With 
Steeples, ſome with their long ſmall-poins 
ted  wRokzrR and Half-moons on tl 
tops ; ſometimes Towns with Porce 
lane Towers ; after them, fpacions Fields, 
without Towns, only Tents and Huts ; 
here vaſt Seas, frighttul Defarts ; in ſhort, 
all the Variety that is to be ſeen upon the 
Face of the Earth. Indeed, faid ſhe, ſuch 
a fight: wou'd be very well worth twenty 
four Hours of ones Time : So that by this 
Syſtem, through the ſame place where we 
now are{1I do not mean this Park, but that 
ſpace of os wiuch our Bodies fill) ſever 
ral other Nations muſt ſucceſſively paſs, 
and we return hither, in twenty four 
hours, to our own place again. - . 

Coperzicus himſelf, faid I, Madam, did 
not underſtand it better. At firſt will be 
here the Eng/i/h, diſcourling, it may be, 
upon ſome politick Deſign, with: more 
Gravity, but leſs. Pleaſure, than wet 


_ "Is; I MDT SOPMRSE=MRcCmHW9 = oe MN, rr, ot, om» mo my my 2 ASS © 


: 
'< L M 
% 


l 4 . "OS > | a ">< - ">", ve XI LO 0.” '* "7 \ rg LL LOTT 7'Y 
n : ' # , + J w "of - \ - ” 'u x 
0 os ot ; PROT ORE FOI OY CO OTIS, NO GE 
wa. $a ry OF , TH {LET | a ht - " KEIL has 4," 
F4 6 %' =” * +£% Fe - i; 7 = : "F 
£ 'T Pf * Sug! : &} , < . p : 
«of : 


EF Www | 
#fvur Philoſophy : Next will come a vaſt 
Ocean, in which there will be failing 
forme Ships, perhaps not fo much at their 
Baſe as weare : Then will appear the'Ca- 
nibals, eating ſome Priſoners of War alive, 
they ſeeming very unconcern'd at what 
they ſaffer : Aſter them, the Women of 
the Country of. Feſſo, who ſpend all their 
time in preparing their Husbands Meals, 
ind in painting their Livs and Eye-brows 
with Blew, to pleaſe the uglieſt Fellows 
nthe'World : Next will ſucceed the 7ar- 
tars, who go, with great Devotion, \on 
Mgrimage ro that great. Prieſt, who ne- 
ver comes out of an obſcure place, where 
he has no other Light but Lamps, by 
which they adore him : After them, the 
Fbautifel Circa/ian Women, who make 
nodifficulty of granting any Fayour to 
thefirſt Comer; except what they eſffen- 
tal know does belong to their Husbands : 
Then the Crim, or Little Tartars, who 
live by ſtealing of Wives for the Tarts 
mea Per/ians: And at laſt, our ſelves 
Naan, perhaps talking as we do now. 
Tam mightily taken, faid the Marguieſe, 
CE Vth the Fancy of what you fay ; bur if I 
SE ud:fee all theſe things from above,” 1 
bl , 5D -4b wou'd 
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wou'd wiſlfo have the power to haſte W 
and ſtop the\Motion of the Earth, ne Ri 
ding as I lik'd or dif-lik'd the ſeveral Of 
jets that paſs under me ;- I wou'd 
the Polititians, and thoſe that eat thai 
Enemies, to move very faſt-+ But thab&Y® 
are others that I ſhou'd be very eurioug 
to obſerve; and particularly, the fine Cer 
caſian Women, who have one ſo peculiat 
a Cuſtoms. That is, ſaid I, their Husbandg 
who finding ſo many Charms in thelt 
Embraces, as more than fatisfie them, d6 
freely-abandon their fair Wives to Stran 
gers. The Women of our Country, faid 
the Margquieſe, muſt be very ugly, if coms 
par'd to the Czrcafſians ; for our Husbands 
will part with nothing. That is the res 
ſon, faid I, that the more 'is taken from 
'em ; Whereas No more of thek 
Foolertes, ſaid the Marguzeſe, interruptit 
me ; there's a ſcrious Difficulty come 
to my head : If the Earth turn round, 
then we change Air every Moment, an 
muſt breath {ſtill that of another Cour 
try. By no means, Madam, faid Is the 
Air which encompaſks the Earth extends 
it ſelf to a certain hejghth, it may bs# 
about twenty Leagues,-and turns. rounags 
| | | . iv AS ns Wit | | : 


F with us. | You was. . no doubt, ſeen a 
Mend times the buſineſs of the 'Silk- 
verm, where the Balls which theſe little 
catures do work with ſo much Art, for 
eir own Impriſonment, are compa, 

and wrought together with Silk, which 
very cloſely joind; but they are co- 

Wd v with a kind of Down, that is very 

light and ſoft : Thus it is, that the Earth, 

which is very ſolid, is wrapp'd i in a Co- 
yering; of ſoft Down of twenty Leagues 
thickneſs, which is the Air that is carried 
ound at the fame time with it ; Above 
the Air 1s that Celeſtial Matter: I ſpoke 
gh, incomparably more 'pure, more ſub- 
tile, and more agitated than the Air. 

+ You repreſent the Earth to me, faid 
the -Marquieſe, as a very contemptible 

King, by the deſpicable /dea's you give 

of it: 'Tis, nevertheleſs, upon this 
MWorm:Ball thereare perform d ſuch 

| Mighty Works; and where there are fuch 
terrible Wars, and ſuch ſtrange Commo- 
as reign every where. Tis certainly 
avs; ſaid I, Madam ; while at the ſame 
Nature, who 1s not at the pains.to 

-£or ger theſe Troubles and Commotions, 

£5 us all along together, by a general 
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ſhe, that tis very ridiculous to inhabit 


_ diſcover the turning round” of ſo vaite 
Body? / The Motions Canſwer'd I) which 
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Motion, ahd Joes as it were, play with 
this little Globe. It ſeems to me, faid 


any thing that turns ſo often, and is ſ6 
much agitated ; and the worlt of all 1; 
that we are not- aſlur'd whether we tury 
round, or not ; for, to be plain with yay, 
and that I ma keep none of my Doubts 
from you, I Jo eakbeatiity ſuſpect, thay 
all 'the; Pre-cautions you can take, will 
not convince.me of the Motion of- the 
Farth-: For 1s it poſſible., but Nature 
wou'd have taken carc to have &1Ven ug 
fine! ſenſible Sign, by which we' might 
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are moſt natural to remove, are the lealt 
perceptible ;-and-which holds true, .evell 
n Morality ; -' for the Motion of Self-tove 
1s ſo natural to'ns, that for the:moſt pait 
we do not feeb it, while we believe weak 
by-other Principles. Ah, ſaid ſhe, do you 
AR to ſpeakof Moral Philoſophy, when 
the Queſtion is of that which is altoge 
ther natural ? But TI perceive you arefiee 
Py, and begin to yawn ; let.us therefore 
retire, for there's enough ſaid for the fill 
Night, to motrow We ſhall retarn hirherÞ 


again j i 
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again ; you with your Syſtems,and T with 
my Ignorance. In returnihg to theCaſtle, 
to make an end of what might be ſaid to 
Syſtems, I told her, there was a third -Q- 
pinion invented by 7icho-brahe , . who 
wou'd have the Earth abſolutely immove- 
able, and plac'd in the Centre of the U- 
niverſe, and made the Sun to turn round 
it, "as "he did the . other Flanets to turn 
round the” Sun ; becauſe, ſince the new 
Diſcoveries, it cou d not be imagin'd that 
the other Planets turn'd round the Earth. 
But my Lady Marquieſe, whoſe Jydg- 
hr ment and Underſtanding is folid and pe- 
a nctrating, found, there was too much At 
#&&ation in endeayouring to free the 
Earth from turning round the Sun, ſince 
&veral other great Bodies cou'd not be 
Egemprt from that Labour ; and that the 
Sun was not ſo proper and fit- to turn 
xound the Earth, ſince the other Planets 
turn round the Sun ; and that this new 
Syſtem was only good to maintain the 
wanding ſtill of the Earth, if one had a 
mind to undertake that Argument ; but 
2ti5Not proper to perſwade another to be- 
FHeve it. At laſt, we refolvd to hold our 
zielves to the - Opinion of Copernicus , 
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'_ .which'is more uaiforr, and more ag oh, ia 
able, without the leaſt mixture of Prejyſ#6 
dice; and, indeed, its Simplicity al. 
Fafineſs perſwades as-much as its Bold bf 
nels pleales. . ' 
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The Second Night. | 
4 


had 


S ſoon as. one could get into my 

dy Marquieſe s Apartment, ' mY!” 

t5. know how ſhe did, and how the | adi 
Nept that Night in turning round. Sheff 
ſent me word, that now ſhe was pretty 1 
well accuſtom'd to. the Motion of theft 
Earth, . and that Copernicus himſelf couds 
not have reſted better that Night than ſhe» 
did.. .A little after this,, there came Com-YY+ 
pany. to viſit my. Lady, which, Doron i 
1 

5 


to the nauſeous Country-faſhion, ſtay 
'£1ll the Evening, and yet we thought our. 
ſelyes happy that we. were ſo eaſily rid of) 
'em then, ſince, according to the cuſtom }- 
of the Country, they might have w_— . I 
long'd their Viſit till the next Dag 2ub 
they. were fo. civil, as not to dof 
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IBLwent again to the Park, and the Conver- 
-fation began as it ended. before, of our 
| Syſtem : My Lady. Marguzeſe had com 
| prehended em fo well, that ſhe wou'd 
not be at the pains to re-aſſume any thing 


of what had paſsd, but preſsd.me to lead 


her to ſomething, that was new. Well, 
aid I, ſince the So which is now 1mmo=- 
veable, and no longer a. Planet ; and that 
«the Earth, that.maves round the Sun, 1s 
now one, be not ſurpriz'd. if 1 tell you; 
{the Moon isanother Earth, and is, by.a 
«appearance, inhabited. Said ſhe, I never 
7 heard of the Moon's being inhabited, but 
as a Fable. So it may be ſtill, -faid I; 4 
concern my-felf no further. in.theſe.Mat- 


where the Uncertainty of: WR may Be 
makes People {till entertain a. Corte pon; 
| "dence with the adverſe Party*: 'As for me, 
r tho! T ſee the Moon inhabited, 1 live very 
[ \\civilly with thoſe that do not. believe it; - 
1 agg carry my: {elf fo trummingly, that I 
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y, upon. occaſion, with Honour 
-*4 f . | 4% =—_TIS +) Fw 
Kover to their ſide who .have. the better ; 
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þ-  Marquieſe and found = 
Four ſelves at liberty. In the Evening/we - 


"ters, than Men yſe to do inGiyil Wars; | 
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"THEN 
vantage over us. Tl telf you my Reg." 
ſons that make me take part with the In- 
habitants of the Moon : Suppoſe then, 
there had never been any Commerce be, 
1 tween Paris-and St. Denis, and thata Ci 
fo tizen of Paris, who had never been out- 
: of that City, ſhou'd go-up to the top of 
the Steeple of our Lady, and ſhou'd view 
St. Denis at a diſtance, -afid one ſhou'd. ask 
him if he beliey'd*St. Dezzs to be'inhabi 
ted ; he-wou'd anſwer boldly, Not at al; 
for (he wou'd ſay ) 7 ſee the Inhabitants 
'of Paris, But 7 do not ſee thoſe of St. De- 
nis,. or ever heard of "em. It may be, 
ſome body ſtanding by,, wow'd repreſent 
to him, That it was true, ou? cou'd not ſee 
the, Inhabitants of St. Denis. from our La- 
ay 5 Church, but that the diſtance was the 
cauſe of ngg;yet that all we cou d ſee of St. 
Denis, w$&e7y /ibe 10 Patxis ; for St. Dee 
nis had Sreeples, Houſes and Walls; and 
that it might reſemble Paris 71 every thing 
elſe, aud be habited as well as it. All 
theſe Arguments wou'd not prevail u 
M my Citizens” who wou'd* continge Wt 
- --.. obſtinate in 'maintaining, 'that St. De 
> as was not inhabited , becauſe he faw 
none of the People. - The Moon is out / 
Se - St. Dee b 
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" 86. Denis, and we the Citizens of Parts, 
- | that never went out of our own Town, 
, | ak, interrupted the Margureſe, you do 
» | is wrong; we are not ſo tookih-as your 
- | Citizens of Parzs : Since he ſees that St. 
t | Deris4s fo like to Paris in every thing, he 
f F muſt have loft his Reaſon, if he did not 
7 | think it was inhabited : But for the Moon, 
© | that's nothing* like the Earth. Have 's 
- | care, Madam, faid 1, what you fay ; for if 
; | Imake it appear, that the Moon is in eve. 
r | ry thing like the Earch, you are oblig'd 
. to believe that the Moon 1s inhabited. I 
, | acknowledge, ' faid ſhe, if you do that; 1 
t | muſt yield ; and your Looks are fo af- 
? | fiird, that you frighten me already : The 
* | two different Motions of 'the Earth, 
* | Which wou'd never have'enter'd into my 
. | Thoughts, make me very 'apprehenfive 
-+ |. of all you fay. - But is it poflible that the 
[ Earth can be an-enlighten d Body, as the 
| "Moon is? For, - to reſemble it,” it muſt 'be. 
| | 10. Alas, Madam, faid I, to be enlight- 
L | ined, is not fo great a matter as you ima» 
| |, Whe, and the Sun only is remarkable for 
tar Quality : *tis he alone that is enlights 
" neg'ot himſelf, by virtue of his particular 
+ ÞFflence ; but the other Planets' ſhine on» 
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E ly 2s-being enlightned by the Sun ; The. 
[- un. communicates his Light .to the 
* Moon, which refle&s it upon the Earth; 
; as the Earth, without doubt, refleQs it - 
L back. again to the Moon, fince the di, 
3d ſtance Pom the Moon to the Eartl.is the - 
A ſame as from the Earth to the Moon. - ; 
But, ſaid the 4Zarquieſe, 1s the Earth as 
proper for refleing- the - Light of the 
' Sun, as.the Mvon ?. You are always for 
the Moon, faid I, and you cannot rid 
your ſelf of thoſe Remains of Kindneſs 
ou have for her, . Light is compos:d of 
ittle Balls, which rebound upon any ſor 
lid Body, which is opaque, qr obſcpre, and 
are ſent back another way ; whereas they 
paſs through any thing that offers. them 
an. Qpening, or Paſlage,., in-a ſtreight 
Eine; which is Dzaplanus, or clear ; fuch 
. as Air and Glaſs: So that the Moon eny . 
»  Jlghtens us, becauſe the is.an Opaque, fo- 
" Ji Body, which retorts; theſe little. Balls 
upon us ; and I believe you will 'not diſs 
pute the ſame Solidity to the Earth. . Adx 
: nure then, Madam, how advantageougit 
-  ' 15,. tobe: well poſted ; ſo that the Moon 
-  beingat a great diſtance from us, we ſee |. 
I as an enlightned Body-only, but are 
T4" 1gnorant, 
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_Fpnorant that 'fis a groſs, ſolid 'Maſs; ver 
much kke the Earth : On'the other hand, 
the Earth having the ill luck to be:ſeen 
| by us too near, we conſider-it only as'a 
. great maſly Body, fit only for the produ- 
"cing of Food for living; Creatufes. *Tis 
juſt, faid the Marguzeſe,- as when-we are 
ſtruck and- ſurpriz'd with the Splendour 
of Quality above. our own; we do not 
perceive, that in the main, there's no dif- 
terence between them and us. *Tis juſt 
fo, faid I; and we will needs be judging 
of every thing; but we have the mifſ-for- 
*tune, ſtill to be plac'd in a falſe Light : 
Wou'd we judge of our ſelves, weare too 
near ; if of others, we' are too far off : 
Cou'd one be plac'd between the "Moon 
and the Earth, that wou'd be a true Sta- 
tion to conſider both well : To this End, 
we aught only to be Spetators of | the 
World, and not Inhabitants. I ſhall ne- 
ver be fatisfy'd, faid the Marguieſe, with 
.. the-Injury we do the Earth, in being tos 
: favourably engag'd for the Inhabitants of 
\ the Moon, unleſs you can aſſure me, that 
. they are as ignorant of their Advantages, 
$ 25 we are of ours ; and that they take our 
2 Earth for a Star, without knowing ge 
0 | the 
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the Globethey inhabit is one alſo. -- Bea | 
ſur'd ' of that, Madam, - ſaid I, that the N 9 
Earth: appears to them to perform all the 
FunC&tions of- a Star : "Tis true, they de 
not ſee the Earth deſcribe a Citcle round. 
*<m, but that's all one ; I'll explain to-yow 
what it is : That ſide of the Moon which 
was turn'd towards the Earth at: the be- 
ginning of the World, has contimid tos 
wards the Earth ever fitice ; which ſtill 
repreſents to us theſe - ſatne Eyes, Noſe 
and Mouth, which our Tmaginations fan- 
fte we ſee compos'd of theſe Spots, Lights 
and-Shadows, which are the Surface: of 
the Moon: Cou'd- we ſee the other half - 
of. the Moon, tis poſſible our Fancy wou'd 
reprefent tous ſome other Figure. | This 
does not argue, but the Moon turns how- 
ever” upon her own Axis, and takes as 
_ much time to perform that Revolution; 
as the does to go round the Earth in a 
Month. But then, when the Moon per- 
forms. a part of her Revolutions on her 
own Axis, and that ſhe ought to hide 
from us ( for Example) one Cheek of 
| this imaginary Face, and appear to us in' 
another Poſition , ſhe does at the fame 
time perform as much of the Circle the 
| | deſcribes | 
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| deſcribes in. turning round the Earth; 
g and tho' ſhe is in a new Point of Sight 
ar Oppoſition as to us, yet ſhe. reprefents 
to..us ſtill the fame Cheek : So. that the 
Moan, in . regard to, the Sun, and the 
ather Planets, turns upon her own Axis; 
but does not fo. as to the Earth. . : 
_. Fhe Inhabitants of the Moon ſee all 
the other Planets riſe and ſet in. the ſpace 
of fifteen Days, but they ſee our Earth al- 
ways hanging in the ſame Point of the 
Heavens. This ſeeming Immovability: 
does not very well agree with a Body that. 
ought to paſs for a Planet ; but the truth 
is, the Earth is not in ſuch, perfection : 
Beſides, the Moon has a. certain trem- 
bling Quality, which does ſometimes hide 
2 little of her imaginary Face, and -at 
- other times ſhews a little of her oppoſite 
'Side.; and no doubt but the Inhabitants 
of the Moon attribute this ſhaking to the 
Earth, and believe we make a certain 
"ſwinging in the Heavens, like the Penda- 
lum of a Clock. All theſe Planets, ſaid 
the Marguieſe, are like us Mortals, who 
always caſt our own Faults upon others: 
-Says the Earth, /? zs not I that turn rownd; 
JB tis the Sun ; Says the Moon, 77 is not 1 
2 that 
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that tremble, "tis the Earth : There are" , 
Errors and Miſtakes ' every where. - Þ 
wou'd not. adviſe you, faid 1, to under- 
take to reform any of 'em ; *tis better 
that I make an end: in convincing you, 
that the Moon is in all things like the 
Earth. Repreſent to your felt theſe two' 
great Globes, hanging in. the Heavens; 
you know that the Sun does always en- 
lighten one halt of any Globe, and the 
other half is in the Shadow ; there. is 
therefore always one half of both Moon; 
and Earth that-is enlightned, or halt Day,” 
and the other half is ſtill in the Darknels 
of Night. Be pleas'd, beſides, toconſider- 
that a Ball has leſs force and ſwiftneſs at- 
ter it re-bounds from a Watt, againſt 
which it was thrown, than it had before. 
it touch'd the Wall, which-ſends it ano-: 
ther way'; ſo Light is not ſo ſtrong, aſter.” 
tis refle&ted by any ſolid Body : This 
pale Light which comes to us from the 
Moon, 1s the Light of the Sun it (elf, but: Y'" 
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Moon, and has loſt a great deal of that NI” 
. Strength and Vivacity which it had when | 
*twas recav'd by the Moon, dire4ly from 7 
the Sun ; and that bright and dazling FF 

Light 


, x! 
a 
0 " % 


« « . ; Fi 
- 7 þ ' R - 3 d «4 \ H . +» " T* , 6 
* Þ, ” a. A bf e's | 7 : 4 Ln - 
; as o " — a Wy "I wy ' 4 1 | "y : 
ov : 


Þ. 
( at 4 Iu on - 


| BY: ie hith we receive PRO Sug; 
iſt in the fame manner appear” to the 
Inhabitants of the Moon, -after/tis refle- 
And by the Earth, on the Mood So that 
the Surſs of the Moon; which. we. ſee 
14 and- which ſhines upon, us.in 
Night, is that half of the Moon that 
ſ:» ys oy Day, as that*half of the Globe 
the-Farth which is'enlightned by, the 
Sun, when tis turn'd ' towards the dark- 
ned half of the Globe of the Moon, does 
ve Light to the Inhabitants there, du- 
In the Nights. 2 All depends wpon'the 
Ef different Oppoſition and Afpedts between 
he Moor and the Earth : The firſt. mt 
Teeond Day of the Moon; we do nat fee 
| he, becauſe the is betwixt! the Sun-and 
bs, arid 1toves with the Sun. by our Day ; 
Enccaarily follows, thatithe half.of the 
D0N Which is-enhghtned; is turn'd to- 
"wards the Sun, and the obſcure part-to- 
'wards the Earth : -. tis: nd wonder oſt 
"that. we \cannbt fee rhat! half which ..i 
dark ; but that fame half:of the: Moon 
-which is in Darkneſs, being turn'd:'to- 
: wards the enlightned. half of the Earth, 
ÞF the Inhabitants ſee us, without being ſeen, 


Farth appears to them, as their 
E, Full 


yo) 


Full:Moon his to us ; and ſo; if one may 
uſe the Expreſſion, tis with them Full 
Earth. After this, the Moon going on l 
her Monthly Circle, diſ-engages gong ſel 
from the Sun, and begins to turn toward; 
us apart of her enlightned half, whichi 
the Creſcent ; at the very ſame time, the 
darkned half of the '-Moon loſes ſoms 
ſhare of the enlightned part of the Earth 
and then the Earth 1s in the Wain, as ty 
1ts Inhabitants: 
Say no more, ſaid the Marquieſe, brig 
ly, T ſhall know all the reſt when I plea {; 
T ed only think a little, and follow i 
Moon 'in her Monthly Circle: I ſee in 
general, that the Inhabitants of the Moot 
have their Month, the exact Reverſe 
ours ; and Tam perſwaded, when tis Full 
Moon, the enlightned half of it is turn 
towards: the obſcure part of the Earth 
"and then they do not ſee us,but a certain 
"new Earth.' ILwou'd not have any ms 
'reproach me = the want of ſo m 
:Sence,as that' you need explain fo. eaſie 
thitg-to me. | But as to the Eclipls 
What is the Cauſe of them? If you w 
not underſtand that, ſaid 1, -tis your oN j 
fault. When 'tis New Moon, and-t 
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and that all her obſcure half is turn'd ts: 
wards us, Wlio then enjoy the Day; you 
may ſee eaſily, that the Shadow of this 

arkned © halt is caſt pon the Earth $-if 
the Moon be directly under the Sun, this 
Shadow tides the San from 'tis;/ and at 
the ſame-time darkehs a part of the'en- 
ightned half of the Earth, which was 
en by the Inhabitants of the obſcure 
Half of the Moon : And this is an Etlipfe 
ofthe San'to-us, in'our Day ; and anE- 
Alipſe of the Earth to thoſe iri the Moon, 
g'their Night. When the Moon is at the 
Full, the Earth is betwixt her *and* the 
Sun, and all the obſcure part of the Farth 
*5'turnd towards the enlighthed half” of 
ithe "Moon, the Shadow: of the: Farth' is 
[then caſt upon the Moon ; andvif it falls 
directly *on her Surface, it obfcures the 
»entightned half which we fee, arid hides 
{the Sun from that enlightned part of the 
Moon that enjoy 'd the Day :| This-is an 
"Rel e of the Moon to us, daring our 
"Night; and an Eclipſe. of the :Sari ta 
*-# daring their Day. By» this Rea- 
tor t, it falls ont, that there are nor dlways 
ples when the Moon interpofes bes 
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tween the Sun and the Earth, or th 
Earth is interjefted between the Sun and 
the Moon ; becauſe theſe three Bodies are 
not oppoſite one to another, in a {treigh 
Line ; and by conſequence, that: of 1 
three, which ought to make the Eclipſe 
caſts its ſhadow a little to one fide of that 
which ſhou'd be eclips'd. " 
I am extreamly ſurpriz'd, faid the Mar- 
guieſe, that (ſince there is ſolittle of My: 
ſtery or Difficulty in.Eclipſes )- every4bv 
dy does not find ' out the Cauſe of 'eml 
Do;not wonder at;that, ſaid I, Madamz 
there are many Nations in. the World, 
that, as they go to work, will not find it: 
out: for Ages to come ; for all oyer. the 
Eaft-Tndia's, the Inhabitants believe; that 
when the Sun or Moon is eclips'd, certain 
Demons, or Spirits, who. have very black” 
Claws, do ſtretch them forth upon theſe] 
two Luminaries, which he endeavours'to 
fieze: and during the time of the Eclipl,Þ 
you may ſee all-the Rivers cover'd withY- 
Heads of Indians ; for they go into the 
Water, up to the Neck, thinking thatY” 
moſt devout poſture for obtaining” from * 
the Sun and Moon, a defence againſt that 
Demon. 'In America, the People warh. 
perſwaded,» 
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angry with *em when they wereeclips'd; 
and God knows what pains they are at to 
make their Peace with em. But the Gre- 
cans, who were fo polite a People, Did 
not. they believe for a long time, that the 
Moon was bewitch'd, and that the Ma- 
gicians made her come down, to throw a 
certain poiſonons Scum or Dew upon the 
Herbs and Graſs > Andeven we our ſelves, 
Were we not frightned out of our Wits at 
: * gx of the Sun, that happen'd about 
ty Years ſince ? Did not a great ma- 
Wo, le ſhut themſelves up in Vaults 
Bl Cellars ? And did not the learned 
Men write in vain, to aſſure us, there was 
"no danger ? Certainly, faid the Marguieſe, - 
that's. very diſgraceful to Mankind; and 
'Tthink there ought to be a Law made by 
"univerſal Conſent, never to ſpeak of: E- 
"clipſes hereafter, leſt the memory of ſuch 
Folly ſhou'd be preſerv'd to Poſterity. 
\Pray, Madain, faid I, let there be another | 
*E made, for aboliſhing the Memory of 
"All things aſt ; for 1 know of nothing, 
har. is not a Monument of the Folly of 
 Mank —__ Pray, tell me, faid the Mar- 
; Are the inhabitants of the Moon 
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as much afraid ah Eclipfes as we are? tf; 
ſeems to mevery ridiculous, that ſome b 1, 
'em ſhou'd run into the. Water up to theſſj* 
Neck ; that others ſhou'd think our Earth: 
angry with 'em ; ſome, that our Earth 
_ d be bewitch d, and that we are com 
ing to ſpoil "their Graſs. Without al 
doubt, faid I, Madam : Why ſhou'd th 
Inhabitants of the Moon have more Senk 
than we? And what Right have they 
frighten us, more than we have to frigh 
ten them 2 Nay, more ; lam apt tob( 
lieve, that as there has. been, and fi 
are, many Inhabitants 1n our Globe, whi 
are {uch Fools to adore the Moon ; ther 
are alſo Inhabitants in the Moon, foaliſ 
enough to adore our Earth. At-that rate 
faid the Margquieſe, we may very well pre- 
rend to ſend Influences to the Moon, ant 
togire a Judgment on their DiſtempersF 
Bur fince thefe-1s only requiſite, a lirtioys: 
more: Wit,,and Ingenuity in the InhabrJ} + 
.tanrs of that Country, to. blaſt the He 
Nour we flatter ouy ſelves with, I confe 
I am ſtill apprehenſive, they may - hav” 
{ame Advantage ,over us. Do- not teat 
fajd I; there is no likelihood that we ag! 
FE only "ON of the Univerſe. * : 10: x 
ranch 


F ,"*T o 
""£ 3 +. "0 a” " + 
* . Fe, 
; 4 
= = 4 - a » | 
- \ G 6. o R , : as 
; i | - 688 +» —_ = $5 2 if ” ta wad” L ' 
» : 4-89 4 % M de — EB iv; : Iz be "bf >. » s - ". 
F ad : % & 4.454 * . * oy Q ”—_—_ ; 4 = 7 F< 
[-- kJ "_ *ABEE > - & 
: $ = . A % : SIR LE 


*. $2.2kk | 4 - \ - 


rance is kay 1 very hora Talene; 
SF and though I do but guels at that of the 
"JF fnhabitants of the Moon, yet I no more 
JT doubt of it, than I do of the moſt certain. 
News we have from thence. 
And what, pray, are theſe certain*News 
ou have from thence, interrupted ſhe > 
"They are, faid I, Madam, ſuch as are 
SF brought us every Day by the Learned, 
who travel daily thither by the help of 
Jong Teleſcopes : They tell us, they Ns 
*diſcover'd vaſt Countries, Seas, Lakes, 
Þ th Mountains, and deep Valleys. 
You ſurprize 'me, faid the Marguzeſe : 
K | know very well, that Mountains and 
J Valleys may be diſcover'd in the Moon, 
| the remarkable Inequality we ſee in 
its Surface ; But how do they diſtinguiſh 
Countries and Seas > Very eaſily, ſaid 
| J 1; becauſe the Water permits a part of 
the Light to paſs through it, and reflects 
"bb, and appears, at & great diſtance, to 
be obſcure Spots; and that the Earth, 
Z which is ſolid, refle&ts the whole Light, 
and therefore muſt appear the brighteſt 
A Fr rt of the Globe. of the 'Moon. Theſe 
agercnt parts areall ſo well known, that 
oy have given them all Names of lear- 
E 4 ned 
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another, Archimedes :; - and 4 third, Gali, 7 
lens : There are too a Caſp Wha 45 Por: Np 
phory-Hills, and the Black pri In hors | A 
they have fram'd fo exat a Deſcripriongs 
the Moon, that a learned Man, if ewere 
there; wou'd be in no more danger of lo-}* 
ſing his Way, than [ wou'd be, if I were n 
at Paris. - | 
But, reply 'd the Marana Iſhou'd be 
very well pleas'd to have a farther Ac- 
count' of this Country. Tis impoſlible, 
reply d I, that the niceſt Obſervators 
ſhoud inform you fo yell as 4ſtolpho, of ÞÞ x 
whom yeu ought'to-enquire; and who 
was conducted to the Moon by St, Fobn. 
What TI ſhall yell you now, is one of the 
moſt pleafant Fooleries 1n all Arioſto; and 
T am fatisfy d, twill not diſpleaſe you to 


i 
| 
know it. I own, I ought not to meddle | 1 
| 
g 


with St. John, whoſe Name-is ſo worthy |. 
of Reſpect : But ſihce there is. a Poctical 
Licence, and 1befty of Conſcience, it 
ought to-pals as a Gayety.: The: whole 
| Poemis dedicated to a great Church-man, | 
and another. Sreat Church-map' has ho» Þ 
nour'd it with a fignal Approbation;which« | 
one may pergeive by the ſeveral Editions ns.” 
Foe What he treats of. | 


E OMtds Nenkiy + to *i 
"ame mad; becauſe the fir 
-prc fler d Medora to him.; one 


ee. The 
elica had 
Aſtol- 
himſelf in 
A terreſtrial Paradiſe, which was on the 
+brink of a very high Mountain whither + 
ſis flying Horſe had carry d him;there he 
met | Saint who told him that- to 
cure the, Madneſs of Orlando, 'twas ne- 
ceſlary they ſhou'd take a. Voyage to the 
Moon ; A#olpho who defird nothing 
More than to ſee that Country,wanted.no . 
Intreaties, and behold on a ſudden a Cha- 
"not of Fire carry'd theSaint, and the Pa- 
Wine through the. Air. As Afolpho 
Was no great Philoſopher, he was much 
rpriz'd to ſee the Moon fo vaſtly bigger 
than it had appeated- to him upon, the 
Earth, and was much moreamaz'd'to ſee 
vers, Lakes, Mountains, Plains ,Groves, 
| Towns, and Foreſts , (and that which 

es have ſurpfiz'd me alſo ) beautiful 
ymphs, that hunted in thoſe Foreſts. 
[he het which he beheld yet more rare, 
Was a Valley where he found all things 
» | that were loſt' on Earth, of what kind 
"ny ever, Crowns,” Riches, Renown, and. 
S. gue, Infinity of hopes, time loſt in 
W FF « 1. ark, Bn Wann, * 
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waiting and depending on promiſing Þ 
States-men, or thrown away at Play; the 
Alms that one eauſes to.,be given after 

ones Death; The Verſes and Dedications 
one preſents to Princes and the ſighs of 

" Lovers. AF for the Sighs of Lovers, re- 
ply'd the Margquieſe, interrupting me, ? 
know not whether in the time of Arzoffo 
they were "loſt or not, but it | ours, [ 
know of none that go. into the Moon, 
Were there none but you Madam reply 
_I,fmiling,you have'caus'd ſo many to ſigh 
inwain, that you have made a conſiders 
ble Treafure-in'the Moon : in ſhort the 
Moon is exactin collecting all that is loſt 
here below, and which are all tobe found 
there, even to the Donation - of Coyſtar- 
tite, ( But A/to/pho told me this %on- 


&- Iy inmy Ear.) Beſides all: the Folly that -; 
” Was ever committed-upon. the Earth 5H}, © 
J vvell preſery'd there ; theſe are ſo many}. 
4 Vals full of a fabtil and penetrating. LF .. 
1M quor, which eaſily evaporates #5 ſoon a3} 
A opened, and upon every one of theſe VF ©. 

als is writ the name of thote to. whom 


it belongs. I believe that.  4ro/ſto put 
' emall inone Cup, ' but I had rather iamwus 


mv oy des; © "0 <0 
ſie to my ſelf thatrhey.were orderly places 
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| AN aus to ſee the Vialsof ſo many 
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Perſons .Whom” he believed to be ' very 

wiſe, and yet notwithſtanding their Vials 
were ſo very full; and for my part, I am 
perſwaded that mine is as fullas any,fince 

Tentertain you with Viſions, both Philo- 
'phick and Þoetical. That which com- 

= me is, that *tis poſſible by what 1 
am periwading you to-believe, I ſhall ve- 
ry ſuddenly make you have a Vial in the 
= Moon as well as my ſelf. The good Pala- 
Y 47e did,norfail- to find his own among 
'F . the Number,and by the Permiſſion of the 


LY 


| "Saint, he took it and ſnuff'd up' the Spi- 


p, 


Tit as if it had-been the Queen of Hunga- 


BN rys Water : But A4rio57o faid he: wou'd 
'Y not carry it far, and that it wou'd return 
20 the Moon again by a Folly that hecom- 
q "mitted ſeven Years after : But he did not 


forget the Vial of Or/ando which was the 
occaſion of his Voyage ; he had a great 
.. deal of difficulty to earry it, for the Spirit 
of this Hero was in its own Nature very 
— heavy, and. did not want a drop of being 
- tull. But here A4riefo according to the 
Matablc Cuflom of fpeaking whar he 
" pleas'd, addreſſing, himſelf to his Miſtri”, 
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gr to her thus in ood Verſe 7 That 

I ought to cauſe one to mount «he Hee | 

* yens, my fair one, to make me recover 
«the Senſes your'Charms have made me 
* ſole, yet I will not complain of 
* this $4 provided it does not go too 
*far, but, if there be a Neceſfity that 

* your. Cruelties muſt contipue, as they 
* have begun, I have no more to'do but 
* to expect juſt ſuch a Fate as Orlandos; 
* ; however I do not beheye, that to recor 

* yer. my Senſes 'tis requiſite I go through! 
* the Air tothe Moon ; my Soul does not 
* lodge ſo high ; it winders about your 
« fair Eyes, and Mouthzand if you wall be. 

- Pleas d togive me leave to take it, per- 

* mit me to recover it with my Lips. _Is 
not this witty for me tq. reaſon like 
Arioſto? 1 am of opinion thata Man ne- 
ver loſes his Wits but for Love; and you 
ſee they do not travel far, while their" 
Lips only know ſo well how to recover. 
'em- But when one loſes 'em by other 
means (as we loſe*em by Philofophizing) 

they go directly. t0 the Moon, and one Þ} : 
canfiot retrieve ?em when one. pleaſes., - 
 In-recompence of this,faid the Marauieh I: 

\ our Vials ſhall be Honourable OE ns the' 
anks Y* 


_—_ 


| : Ki; "$i Wy 
"Ranks of- the Philoſophers : : For our Spic 
" rits will go on in wandring and erring on 
ſomething that is worthy "> 'em ; but to 
EIN, this, and rid me of mine. 
But pray tell me ſeriouſly,faid the Mar- 
tquieſe , do you believe that there are Men 
4n.the, Moon ? For hitherto, you have faid 
nothing to me politively as to that. I do 
not believe there are Men there, Madam, 
but. ſome other odd fort of Creatures: 
Pray, Madam, conſider but how much 
"(the Face of Nature is. chang'd betwixt 
"this and China ; .other Faces other Shapes, 
other Manners, and almoſt quite- diffe- 
"rent. Principles of reaſoning, . FOE this to 
the Moon: the difference ought tq_ be 
'more...conſiderable. When ,one. travels 
towards the new diſcovered World of 4- 
(erica, &c., and. finds the: Inhabitants 
- thereto be hardly, Men; but, rather a kind 
-of Brutes in humane ſhape, and that not 


perfect neither,ſo that could. we travel to 
"the Orb of the:Moon, Ido not; think-we 


een Men and Women,there. What © 


4 d. of Creatures ſhould: we find then 
"ok [the Marguieſe, with a,very impatient 

ook 2 I ſwear I cannot tell faid I Madam, 

ws | ; _ » 2 

"| -were it poſſible for us to be rational Crea- 

. tures 
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tures and yet. not. Men, and chat we in. | 
habited the Moon, cou'd it ever” enter in. 
to our Imagination , that there dwelt 
here below 1o extravagant an Animal as 
that of Mankind? Could we fanſieto our 
| ſelves any living Credtures with ſach foo- 
liſh Paſſions, and fo wiſe Reflections ; of Il * 
ſo ſmall Duratiori, and yet can ſee fo, vaſt | 
a Proſpect beyond i it; of ſo much know. ||. 
ledgein Trifles, and fo much Ignorance 
of important things; ; ſo earneſt for liber- } * 
', yet-ſo enclind to ſervitude and Sla- Þ 

; ſo very deſirous of Happineſs, and } : 
ye G uncapable of attaining it; it wou'd 
require a/great deal of Wit and Judgmert 
in the Inhabitants of. the Moon, to- find YI 
the'Reaſon and Myſtery of fuch an odd 
"compoſition ; for. we that ſee one an6- I * 
ther Way, have not as yet found out how 
: "we are made Tt was faid of old amon 
Lo the Hezthens, that the Gods when they I] * 
I made Man were drink with Nettar, Þ. 
P bu as 'when they had 'confider'd when 
|, _ fober, they cou'd not forbear laughing at 
- the ridied ottſneſs of- their handy Work. 
We are then ſecure enovgh; faid # Mir- 
quieſe, that the Inhabitants of the Moon” 
will never gueks what we are * but k 4: tl 
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| A 
we could attain to the knowledge of 
"them; for I muſt confeſs ' it makes me 
imeaſic to think there are"Inhabitants in 
the Moon, .and yet I cannot fo much as 
fanſie what kind of Creatures. they are. 
And why are you not as _uneafie, faid I, 
"upon the account of the Inhabitants un- 
der and near the South-Pole, whichgs'a - © 
together unknown to us 2 They and We "* "0 
are carried as'it were in the ſame Ship, F” 
ey in the Stern, and we in the Head; . | 
and, yet you ſee there i is no communica- 
"tion between the- Stern and the Head, 
and that thoſe at. the one end of the Fg, 
| FS nat know what kind of” People tl 
-are on, the other, nor what they are'd do- 
and yet you would know what 7F 
” 4p the Moon, in that other great 
failing 1 in the Heavens at a'vaſt diſtance 
Irom us. _ Ah, fidthe Marguieſe, 1 look C 
"upon the Inhabitants under the South- , ©3 
\ Pole, as a People known to us; becale © 
they are moſt certainly very like us; and 
. that we may fee them if we pleaſe! | 
6 ive our ſelves the trouble ; they” 
I continue ſtill where they ate, and 6 m- "of 
| [i run away from our knowledge; but "4 
7 we thall never know what theſe Inhibi- 2 
_— - | tafts 
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that vexes me- If I ſhau'd anſwer youſk-: 
rioufly, fajd I, that s vg one-day know: 


and I ſthou'd. deſerve it - Yet I-cou'd de- 


fend my ſelf very well if Tſhow'd fay fo; 
there is a certain ridiculous thought” in 


my Head, which has ſome ſhadow of like: 


hood, which ſatisfies me, tho I do not 


now on What it.is founded, it being fq 


© -r7ca,. before it was diſcovered by hid 
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1.at me? Nay 
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| F after having ſpent ſeveral years witli 
| Yiottowing the root of a great Tree with 
Y ſharp Flints, they after ventur'd to go 
Rio this kind of Boat, which was driven a- 
Ylong the Shore by the Winds and: the K. 
E Waves; but as this kind of Veſſel was ve- 6 
ty ſub et to be over-ſet very often, they 4 
were neceſſitated to ſwitn to catch their 
Boat again; and indeed, they did ſwinx 
for the moſt part,cxcept when they were 
fyeary. If any Body had told them there 
was a Navigation much more perfect 
thari that they knew ; and that by it, it 
vas eafie to croſs that vaſt extent of Wa-- 
ter toaty fide, and in what manner we 
pleas'd, and that it was poſlible to ſtop 
lie ſtitl in the midft of the Waves; 
While the Veflel is in Motion ; that Men: 
corf'd move faſt or flow as they pleas'd ; 
and that the Sea,notwithſtanding the vaſt 
els of its extent, was no hindranceto the 
commerce of diſtant Nations, provided 
thatthere were People on the other ſhoarz 
Purely the /adians woud never have. be- 
| \- that Man that ſhould have. told 'em 
s, to them impoflibility : nevertheleſs, 
Meday came, that the ftrangeſt arid jeaſt 
{ Upected Sight that. ever chi. ſaw; pre- 
m—_— EF ſented 
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ſentedit - felf»to their view, huge great 

- Bodies; which ſeem'd to have white wingy: 
with which they flew upon the Sex: belch-' 
ing Fire from all parts, and art laſt landed 
upon their ſhoar a Race ofunknown Men, 
all cruſted over with polliſh d Steel, or- 
dering and diſpoſing - at their Pleafurg 
the Monſters that brought *em thither, 
carrying Thunder 1n their Hands which: 
deſtroy d'/all that made anyreſiſtance,while 
the wondring djans cried, from whence 
came they? who brought them over the 
Seas ? who has given 'em the;Power of 
Fire and Thunder ? are they Gods or the 
Children of the Sun? for certainly, they 
3 are not. Men. I know not, Madam, whe» 
=, ther you:conceive as I do, the extraor- 
E, dinary furprize of theſe Americans, but 
8 certainly there was never any equal tot; 
and-after that, I will not ſwear, but there: 
may be one day, a commerce betwixt the 
Earth and the Moon: Had the Americans; 
any Reaſon to hope for a correſpondence. 
betwixt America and Eurepe (which they 
did not-know 2) It is true,thcre. will be a 
Neceflity 'to croſs the vaſt-Extent of AirÞ te 
and: Heaven that is betwixt the EartivYpi 
andithe Moon. But. did. theſe a e 
Eel, _ thiokÞ© 
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think the Ocean more' proper to be croſ-' 

Ef {&d.,and paſs'd through-Sure,faid the Mar- 
Emie/c, you are mad; and looking earneſts 
jy on me; I do not deny it, anſwerdI ; 
nay,faid ſhe, it is not ſufficient to confeſs 
if, 1 will prove you to be mad. The 4s 
ricans were ſo ignorant, that the Poli- 
bility of making a way or paſſage througlt 
Sthe vaſt Ocean, cou'd never enter into 
Eiheir Thoughts ; but we that know fo 
much, we eaſily find out that it wou'd 

be ho hard matter to paſs through the 
Air if we cou'd fupport our ſelves. There 

Tae thoſe Men; faid I, who have found 
Yout, more than a poſſibility of it ; forthey 
'Facually begin to fly a little, and ſeveral 
» Fliave made and fitted. wings to them- 
Feves, and invented a way to give them- 
Elves Motion, for ſupporting the Body 
Fin the Air, for croſſing of Rivers, and fly- 
FYiog from one ſteeple to another- "Tis 
Fituc;. theſe were not flights of an Eagle ; 

e Band it has coſt fome of theſe new Birds a 
Leg or an Arin : But this Eſſay is like the 

a YieſtPlanks that wereccarry'd on the Was 
eter, which yer gave beginnings to/ j-- # 
Mg; and there was" very great -diffe- 
5 ence between! theſePlatiks: and Ships- of 
STI - FS mighty 
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mighty bu rden;yety you ſee that fime byde 
grees has produc'dgreat Ships. The Art of 


flyingis but ip its Infancy,timenwſt vringl 
it to. Maturity, and oneday Men will beas' 


ble to fly.to the Moon. Do you pretend to 


have. diſcover'd aJl things , faid' ſhe, or 
to have brought them-to that- perfection! 
that nothing can be added?” Pray, Ma-" 
dam, faid T, by conſent; let us ſave ſomes 


thing for the Age to come. I will never 
Yield, faid the, that Men will: ever be a- 
ble-to fly w ithout. breaking their Necks| 
Well, faid I, Madam; ſince you will needs 


have Men always to fly fo ill, 1t may: by 


the Inhabitants of the Moon will fly het- 
ter, and will be fitter for that Trade ; for 


tis all one, if we go to them 'or they to 


us. And weſhall be like the Americans, 


who did not believe Navigation poſſible; 


whenat the fame time , failing, was þ 
well underſtood on the other halt of the 
Globe. ' Sure, faid ſhe, in anger, the In- 
habitants of the Moon wou'd have been 
with us before now, if that were 4ikely, 


Pardon' me, faid I, Madam, the Europe 


ans did not fail ro America, tll _ ir 
thouſand years, all that time was q 
ne wyerrſrning att 
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\ tubite 'of the Moon, it be, Srlbing 
_ how to on. ir mp Journey 'S 

| 459 Air; and are now practiſing x 6: bf 
Ritmay. be when they have more skill, we 
Wall fee fem. And: God knows what a 
Eſtwoge Surpriſe 'twill 'be to us. © Fikis'fis 
Fioſupportable, ſaid the 4farguzeſe, to'bart-! 
Fer me on. thus with ſuch frivolous Argus 
nents. If you anger me; faid I,-] knww.' 
Eyhat | have to fay-to enforce 'em- and! 
JYuake all good. Obſerve, Madam: how: 
the, World is daily :more and moreun- 
folded. The Ancients:believed'the torrid: 
god: the , frozen Zones uninhabituablefor 
mtremity: of cold or heat : And + the 'Ro+' 
© 2azs confin d- the general Map of the: 
| Marld to theirown Empire, which 'cars: 
$9d as much of Grandurtas Ignorance, 
but we know that thererare Inhabitants: 
oth in| theſe extreme hot;and* extreme. 
cold Countties.; by; this: the World is 
much augmented. Ehen'it was believed, 
{that the Qcean cover'dall-the Earth, 'ex» 
/ et what:was.inhabited : Andthat there 
| Was no. Anezpodes; for the Ancients ne- 
x FP Fiend of them :- Beſides they :con'd 
. F601 :Men\coud have their:Feec 
W-29.0urs, with.their Heads hangs 
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[6 diſcover'd, the Map of the 7M 
19 Cr ected,” and a'new half added to the k 
Warld.' You underſtand my meaning, 
ſaid, "Madam; 'thele 4ntipodes which = 
Secs iſcoverd contrary to all By 
pectdtion, ought to make us more Cit 
cumſpect in judging by appearances: The 
Wantd, !and ſecrets of Nature will be dai | 
ls.mqre and more diſcover'd'; and at laſt} * 
wemhay:come to know ſomewhat more 
of the Moon. : Certainly, ſaid the: Mar: 
pureſe looking catneſtly on me,/I ſeeyou 
0 clagmed with this Opinion, : pp 
donbt.1 not but you believe all you'fay. "1 
ſhou'd be very: ſorry. to find my: ſelf fo, 
fad -[;\-my endeavour is only to ſhow, 
© that aaokriog) Opinion miybe ſo far 
defended by firength of Argument, as to 
amizſea Perſon of your Underſtanding |. 
andSenſe, but not'to perfwade:;'Nothing|* 
bur enith it ſelf has that -Influetige ; even} 
without the'Qrtiarhents of alt ity convins ; 
cing: 'Proofs ; 'it penetrates-ſo-matarallyinJ 
tothe Soul, "that one feemsbar'to' call if 
tomind ; thoirbe'the firſtrime that: ever 
ongheard of'i ts” " Now: youbtafe/me, ai ue 
hf for your! falſe "voy of argon 
Folly ; 
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ago? 
Hin go MNeep diy, ſv, if you” pleaſe 
ſivoretire.” | Wes bs 
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The Third Night, 


'F Fady Mirqoiefe wen'd Pr et 
0 - gage me to purſue'and Continue 
| our Diſcourſe by Day-light ; biit:Þ-told 
md her, *twas- more'proper to reſerve” oiit 
| Fancics'and Notions till the Nig -afd 
face the Moon: aid Stirs were 't Subs 
jefts of our Converſation, to eaſt it" only 
"nl bo them. We did not fail £6 go that 1 /E: 
| ping into the Park,' which 'was now be- 
come a place conſecrated to ojir Phile 
phical "Entertainment. ' T have . a” orcat 
-geal'of News to tell you, ſaid | ot © 
; EMbon.. which I told you laſt Night 
- all appearance) was Sohabited, SE 
Frcs to think, -may -be other 


h7t5 rw prepar' "q me bf 
F 4 " Night, 


LE wie + hs 
Night put mein. $a to ſee-theſe Deo, Rd 
ple arrive one Nay. upon. our Earth,;. an{ 
to day, you will not allow them a being 

in the Univerſe : You ſhall not pos 
'ypori me.at this rate.. You made me be. 
lieve there were Inhabitants in the Moon; 

I have overcome all the Difficulties my 
Reaſon ſuggeſted to me againſt that Opi- 
nion, and now I am refolv'd I will believe 
1s. You g2 too faft, ſaid I, Madam; onef 
ought.:to give kat one... half of one; 
T ts and Belief to Qpiniens of this 
Nature,. reſerving the. other half free .for 
way Ex the contrary Opinion,..if there 
be, occ [am not. to be fdeluded, 
reply 4d, -h Margquieſe, with fair Words ; 
let-us come. to the ſubject matter. in. de; 
bate,; Muſt not we reaſon the ſame way | 
ol the Inhabitants of the Moon, as we dig 
your St. Denis 2 . Not at all, Madam, 
rd - the. Moon, does. not, Ao, much 
a8 - Ea "AY as St. Denis does Fa- 
ris.: The Sun draws from the Farth, Wa: 
ters, Exhalations and Vapours;z whichat: 
cending 1nto the, Air, toa certain, heightl, 
are gather d together, and form; Clouds ; 
theſe Clouds, Fanging.in the Air,, move 
regular! y Fopng « our Globe, and oyer: -ſha- 
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' dow national one Country for etimes 
angther : And if it were poſſible for any. 
one .to. ſee and conſider the Earth, -at 2 
great, diſtance, he wou'd perceive, great. 
| Changes as to the appearance of its Sure 
1;| face.;. tor a great Country, cover'd with | 
y Clouds, wau'd appear to be. a. very. ob- 
- ſcure pa Ep 2s Globe, -and wilt beeome 
&| Clear. - enlightned as ſoon as . theſe 
x | Clouds, diſ-appear ; and one wau'd | fee 
es | theſe. obſcure places change their. Situar 
is} tion, -metting together in different Fi- 
x gures, or diſappearing all together. We 
e | thou dee therefore the fame Changes up- 
d, on the Surface of the Moon, were it en- 
; | compaſs'd with Clouds, as the Farth is ; 
e | | but, on the contrary, all the Obfcurities, 
y | or dark places, as alfo- thoſe parts that are 


df - enlightned, are, ſtill, the fame, fix'd. ta | 


, | the ſame Situation, without Variation or 
h | Change; there lies the difficulty : And 
» | for this reaſon, the Sun draws.no Vapours. 
- | or Exhalation from the Globe of the” 
- | Moon ; and by canſequence, "tis a Body 

l, infinitely harder, agd more folid.than our 
+, Earth, whoſe ſubtile parts are eaſily ſepa» 
e | -rated from the reſt, and mount: upward, + 
| «being once ſet an | motion by. the heat i 
) : rne 
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_ the Sun: So that the Moon muſt needs - 
be nothing elfe but: a vaſt heap of Rocks 
and Marble, from which, no Vapour can 
be exhal'd ; which Vapours are fo' eſſen. 
-tiaF and natural to Waters, that 'tis im- 
poſlible the one can be without the other, 
Who can then be the Inhabitgnts of thoſe 
Rocks that produce nothing ? ' Of what 
living Creatures can ſubfiſt in a-Country 
without'Water 2 How cry d my Lady 
Marquieſe ; Have you torgot that you al- 
far'd me, "there were/Seas-in the Moon, 
which we cou'd diſtinguiſh from hence ? 
= That's only a Conjecture, faidT; and 1 
am very; ſorry that theſe obſcure places, 


..» that'may, be taken for"Seas, are; poſſibly, 


nothing*elſe but deep Caverns, and vaſt 
Cavitics'; and gueſſing is pardonable, at 
the great "diſtance we are at from: the 
Moon. © But, faid ſhe, is that ſufficient to 
make us reject the Inhabitants 'of the 
-Moon? Not altogether, Madam, faid I ; 
not muſt. we abſolutely declare either for 
'em,. or. againſt 'em. I confeſs my weak- 
nefs,. faid the; I am nor, capable-of fych 
Indifference; and T muſt be poſitive in my 


"Belief ; therefore-let.us free our ſelves of | 


one Opinion; let'us ether preſerve the | 
Inhabitants, 


"RF Yak 


& "Rey 
Tohabitants of 'the Moon,” or- pon 
Zerxs for ever; 'tiever tobeheatt of agatt 
_ bar;it poſſible; Tet us preferve”? em, for" [ 
have an Inclination and'a Kindneſs” 
6m, I wou'd notwillingly 166 I ſhalfnet 
.unpeople the Moon then; Matam; fy, 
bat for your fake ſhall reſtore to it rs Thy 
habfeanits And the truth is, that by the 
Appearance of 'the obſcure: '#hd etthefit 
hed-/places” of the Moon, which are Jil 
', the in, without change; "we have ts 
reafon-'to' believe that there” are © atty 
Clouds ſurrouiiding it, whith- might 'ob= 
ſcure ſometimes; one place; fomerimes a a- 
nother ; but yet-that does not argue, byr 
the may emit Vapours arid Exhalations* 
Our Clouds which we ſee'carry'd in the 
Air, are nothing but Exbalations and Va: 
pours, which are ſeparate'in'Parricles, too 
ſmall to be ſeen; which" meeting with | 
cold Airs, as they aſcend, by*it are cons 
denſed, and render d viſible tp' vs, by tlis 
Reunion of their Parts ; after which, 
they become' thick and black Clonds' 
which float in *the Air, ,as Stranger-Bo- 
_ dies; till at (aft they fall upotr th# Earth 
"if Rain + But ſometimes it falls;ont,. that 
WW: fame Va pours and Exhalations are ex- | 
tended, 
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ptible, and are only S 


TONE EULED by . ana” (3 A». , 
ther'd together ſo far as.to form a kind of: © 


Vapours : ) and tis impoſſible to believe, 
that the Moon can be ſuch a Body, asthat 
6, alf ir parts ſhou'd be of an- equal Solidity; 
” and ſo cquala temper,one with the other, 
” | that they are iqcapable of receivjng..any, 

Change, by: the attracting .and moying; 
' Influence pf the Sun upon,.em: We.know: 

no Body of-this nature, the hardeſt Mar- 

bles are not of this kind ; and there is no 

Body, how hard and ſolid ſoever, but-is 
t  fubjedt to Change and Alteration, either 

by ſecret and inviſible Motion' in it {elf, 
” . or by ſome exterior Impulſe. it receives 
”* FTrom another; iIt may be therefore, as I 
J faid, the Vapours which, ariſe from: the 
-- Moonarenot gather'd together,as a rqun- 
ded Surface, ; mto Clouds, but fall gently 
upon it,again in inſenſible Dews, and.not 
in Ran: And 'tis ſufficient to: demon- 
ſtrate this, -to conjeure only, that ;the 


Air which environs the.Moon, is as; dify 


ferent | 
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(i 
fknt from the Air that environs the == 
Earth, as the Vapours of the Air from the | 
. Exhalations of the other .; which is more 
than likely to be true ; and- it muſt /folz 
low, that Matter being otherwiſe diſpos'd 
of in the Moon, than in'the Earth, its ef: 
ſes ſhou'd alſo be different ; : and imports 
nothing, whether it be an interior Motion 
of the parts of the Moon, or the Produ- 
Rion of external Cauſes, which furniſh it 
with Inhabitants, agd them with a ſuffi- 
cient Food for their Subſiſtence ; ſo thar, 
in our Imagination, we may furniſh 'em . 
with Fruits and Grain of ſeveral ſorts, 
| Waters, and what elſe we ' pleaſe ; for 
Fruit, Grain and Water, I underſtand, are 
zorecable to the nature of the Moon, of 
whoſe Nature I know nothing ; and all 
theſe -proportion'd and ' fitted to the Ne- 
- celſities of the Inhabitants, of whom I 
know as little. That is to fay, faid the 
Marguieſe, that you only know, that all 
is very well there, without knowing i n 
what manner ; that is a great deal of Ig- 
norance, with a little Knowledge ; but 
we muſt have patience : However , I 
think my ſelf very happy, you have re- 
* ford the Moon its Inhabitants again ; 
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furrounded--it with Air -of its own ; for 


without that, I thou d think a Planet too © 


naked. 
Theſe  diflerent Airs, anfiwer'd L, hin- 


der the Communication -arid Commerce. : 
of theſe two Planets : Tf flying wou'd do: . 


the buſineſs, what do I know, but we 

might come to perfection in that Art 1 
diſcours'd of 'laſt Night. TI confeſs, Mas 
dam, there ſeems buy little likelihood of 
what I fay, ſtnce the great diſtance: be- 
tween the Moon and: the Earth makes 


'.. * thedifficulty ſo hard to overcome, which 


is. very conſiderable ;- bat tho' it were not, 


and that the Earth and the-Moon were 
plac'd near one another, yet it wou'd not ' 


be poſlible to. paſs from 'the Air of the 
Earth, to the Air of the Moon. The Wa- 


\ ter 15 the Air and Element of Fiſh, who 


never paſs into the Air and Element of 


Birds ; -- 'tis not the diſtance that hinders 


'em, but 'tis becauſe every one of 'em are 
confin'd. to the Air whiclt they breath; :'We 
find that our Air is mix'd with Vapours, 

Pn are thicker and grofler than thoſe of 
the Moon: ; and. by conſequence, 'any'In+ 


and I am/vety much. pleas'd, you have 
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-upon- the Confines of our World; wou'd 
\be drown'd and ſuffocated as ſaon-as they 
*ehter'd into our Air, and we ſhou'd ſee 
'ma fall dead upon the Earth. * 

Oh, but I ſhou'd be glad, cry'd the 
Marguieſe, that ſome great Ship-wreck, 
' oecalion'd by a mighty Tempeſt, wou'd 
| throw a good many ot theſe People upon. 
- our World, that we might at letſu:e con- 
fider their extraordinary. Shape and Fi- 
- gure. But, anſwer'd 1, if they had, Skill 
- enough /to ſail upon the external Suriace 
of our Air, and that from thence-they . 
' ſhou'd catch us, like Fiſh, out of a Curio- 
ſity. of ſeeing us; woud that pleaſe you; 
Madam? Why not, ſaid ſhe, laughing 2? 
I wou'd go of my- ſelf into. their Nets, 
to have the ſatisfaction of ſeeing thoſe 
that had caught me. Conſider, faid I, 
that you won'd be very weak and feeble, 
before you come to the, Surface: of our 
: Arr ; for we cannot breath it in all its Ex- 
' tent, and we can hardly live on the Fops 

of high Mountains ; and I wonder that 
thoſe who are ſo fooliſh as to believe; that 
_ Corporeal Geniuſes - inhabit the pureſt 
| Air, do. not tell us why theſe. Geninſes 

F viſit us; fo ſeldom, and ftay Nt &. 
Fe wie: 
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While : T do; believe, 'tis becauſe few 
amongſt 'em know how 'to dive; and that 
even thpfe who are skilful in that Art; 
have great difficulty to penetrate the grof: 
neſs of- the Air which we breath. You 
ſee therefore, that Nature has ſet many 
Bars and Fences, to hinder us.from going 
out of our World, into that of the Moon. 
| However, for our Satisfaction, let us con- 
jeture and gueſs as much as we can of 
= that world : For Example I fanſie that_ 
the Inhabitants of the Moon mult ſee the 
Heavens, the Sun, and the Stars, of adif- * 
ferent Colout than what they appear to : : 
us. All theſe Objeds we ſee through a. 
| 
{ 


: 
7; 
, 
. 


kind of natural PerſpeCtive-Glaſs, which 
changesthem tous ; this PerſpeCtive-glaſs 
of ours is mix'd with Vapours and Exha- 

lations, which do not aſcend very high. 
Some of late pretend, that the Air of it 
ſelf is blew, as well as the Water of the. 
Sea ; and that that Colour is not apparent | 
in the one, nor the other, but at a great .. 
depth : The Heavens; fay they, in whict ; 


3 * 
. 


are plac'd the fixed Stars, has of it felf no” I}. 
Light ; and by conſequence, ought roap- .. 

US. * F; | ; | p ; "Y LF {if T 
pear black : But we ſet it through our”, F 


\ 


Air, which is blew ; and therefore the 
RAS 4: | Heavens” 


Of 


ue) 


Heavens a appear of charColbpry! fr. tbe. 
fo, the Beams of the Sun and Stars. cans: 
nor paſs through - Air, wilout'taking; -- 
4 little-of : its Tinure, and at the fame. 
time 16ſe as much oF- their own.-naturat 
Colour : But ſuppoſing the Air had no. 
Colour of it ſelf, 'tis certain, that a Flam- 
beau, ſeen at a diſtance; through a thick 
Fog, appears of @ reddiſh Colour, tho, 
that be not natural to it; fo all our Air, 
which is nothing elfe but a thick Fog; 
muſt certainly alter the trae natural Co- 
lour of the Heavens, Sun and Stars tous; ; 

for nothing. but the pure heavenly Sub- 
ſtarice is capable to convey to us- Light 

and Colours, in their Parity and Perfe- 
Qion, as they are : So' that the Airof the 
Moon 1 is of another nature .than our Air, 
or.1s, -of it ſelf, of an indiflerent. Colour ; 
or, at leaſt, is inother Fog, changing, in. 
appearance, the Colonrs of the Celeſtial 
Bodies.. In ſhort, if there be Inhabitants 
inthe Moon, they ſee all things changd, 

/: Þ through their Peri tive-glaſles, which: is 

{1} Wit Air.- & 

© That makes me 'pfefer our olacgef Ha- 
Þ tio, fajd the Margquieſe, tg. thatof the 
Mo ; for Icanriot believe, that the mix- | 
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ture of the Heavenly Colours. is ſo fre 

_ there, as-it is here. ,Let us Apo f 
you vill the Heavens of a reddiſh 
our, and the Stars of a een, the Ef-, 
fx wou'd nor -be-talf fo aggorab ecable L, 
Stars of Gold, upon a deep Blue. - To 

, hear you pea ſaid I, one hoy) think 
you were fitting of Furniture for a Room, 
or chufing a 'Garnituge for a Suit of 
Cloths : "Believe me, Nature is very ins, 
gertious, therefore let us leave to her Care: 
the finding out a Mixture of Colours af 
greeable to the Inhabitants of the'Moony 
and 1 aſſure you, 'twill be perfectly. well. 
enderſtood ; ſhe certainly has not- fail "| 
of changing the'Scene of the Univerſe, 
according to the different Situation an 
Poſition of the Beholders, and ſtill in a 
new and agreeable way. I know the ul 
of Nature perfe&tly well, faid Madam the. 
Marquieſe ; and the has par'd her ſelf the 
pains of changing her 'Objedts AS 
the ſeveral Points trom whence chey = of 
be. ſeen; and has only chang'd: the Peru 
ſpedtive glaſſes, through which .they arg] 
Vir and' has the. ar of, tl 

Variety ; Whouk. __ | 


= < i) 
T blue Airy and it may be, op. Lf 
upon the e lnhatans of he Moon,: 2] 


| 8 Nature Ro WEL. every one. of | us.4 
eaiegls, or Tyibe, through which 
we behold OhjeRts in a verydifferent man- 
5 { cer, one from the other: Alexander the 
| Great faw the Earth as a fine place, fir for 
e\ him to forms great Empire upon: Cela- 
a 6 avs look” d gipon it, as tae. Dwelling- 
i P Aﬀſtrea ; A Pfolophes corfiders 
Pl ri [oh a5 EA GO Fades, 4 50 OVEr.- 

£66 oving "the the Heavens : 
1 As c Pry F. that th Object changes - 
(iron. the Earth. to the Moan, - than 

here from one Man to another. 

he Change of OS ny ſu:pri- 

our = ination, faid I ; for the 
als the ſame Objedts | we ſee at Hd 
-1 Yiews ; {nd it may be, inthe Moort 
ar J ks r Objects than we ſee; at 
they, Þ& not. ſee-a, part of thioſe ws 

£* #4 haps in that Coy cet Hoy, 
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at theſe two tins, " bikits ANN and 
faint, have not ftrength-ro penetrate the 
groſneſs and tlnekneſs of the Air, with 
which we are enviggnd ; but are receiyq 
and intercepted bMhe Air, before they 
can fall upon the Earth, and are reflected | 
upon us by the Air; fo that Day-break: 
and ' Twi-light are 'Favours- of Nature F } 
which we enjoy by'the by, or, as 1t were, 

by chance, they not having been deſtin' 
for us ;- but tis likly that the Air of the 
Moon, bei  parer, than ours, 7 va fo 
proper- a t for - reflecting the faint 
ox 0 of the Sunr-before its Hl and 
after ixs-Setting'; therefore Tſuppoſe, the 

' Inliabitantsof the Moon do-not enjoy the 
favourable light of the Aurora, or Dawt- 
ing which growing ſtronger and ſtron- 4 
ger, does prepare us for the glorious ud þ 
pearance of the Sun at Noon'; nor. theſſs 
Twi-light, which becoming more faint Jl 
Þy"degrees, we are inſenſibly efiomlth 
-rothe Abſence of the Sun : So. that the 
"Tiihabirants of: the Moon are in profound "il 
_Darkneſs,- when on a ſuddain 4 Curtain i 
drawn, as' it were, and their be 6h 
az d with the Ra '5'of the Sun, ps 
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2 ſuddain motion, as quick as the. for- 
mer, down falls the Curtain, and inſtant- 
ly they are reduc'd to. their former Dark- 
neſs: They want thoſe Mediums, or Inter- 
ſtices, which join Day and Night together 
(and which participates of both ) which 
we enjoy. Beſides, theſe People-haveno 
43G for as the Dawning' is an'Et- 
fe&.of the thickneſs of our Air, fo the 
Rainbow is form'd upon Exhalations and 
Vapours, condens'd into black - Clouds, 
which pour down Rain upon us, by.di- 
vel Reflections and ; Refections .of. the 
S$un-beams upon. theſe Clouds :- So that. - 
ave owe the Obligation of the moſt agree- 
| #d'c and ' pleafant Effects, to the uglieſt 
© ow diſ-agreeable Cauſes in T5480 : 

@ ſince the. Purity -of the Air of the 
Moon deprives it of Clouds, Vapours and 
<: ] Rain, acieu to. Rain-bow "and Aurora : 
To what then can» the Lovers ins the 
þ IMoon compre their . Miſtreſſes, with- 
out theſe two things ? .. | 
1d 1 do much regret that loſs, faid-; the 
W*Marguzeſe, tor in my Opinion, thg Inha- 
no! bitants of. the Moon are: fully recom- * 
&) wed for the wanrt' of the Rain-bow, 

yy-break and- twi-light , ſince for the 
Ty ſame 
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(86) 8 | 
fre Reaſon, they have neither Thunder | 
nor Lightning, - both which are producd 
by Clouds and Exhalations ; they enjoy 
bright ſerene Days, and neverloſethe Sun 
by Day, nor the Stars by Night. - They 
know nothing of Storms and Tempeſt; | 
Whict'feem to usthe effeAsof the wrath I. 
of Heaven. And can you think their 
condition is ſo much to be lamented? 
You, faid I, Madam, repreſent the Moon 
as a moſt charmin abode.” Now me- 
thinks it ſhould-not be fo deſirous and{+- 
orecable to have a burning Sun always 9 i. 

er ones Head, without the interpoſition | 
pf any Clouds to moderateits heat ; And 
it may beforthis Reaſon, Nature has funk 
theſe Caverns in'the Moon , which are 
big etiough to be ſeen by our Teleſcope: 
Who knows but the” Inhabitants of -the 
Moog, retire into theſe Cavities, whenÞ} 
they are incommoded with the Exceſſive: 
"heat of the Sun, and it may-be they live 
no where elſe, but build their Towns andJ 
_ Villages in thefe hollow places? And dof” 

"not we know that Rome, which is built] 
4 per gropnd, is almoſt: as great he 
,  -BCity above ground > So thatit we ſhowap 
bt Juppoſe, that tfis City of Rome abotel 
_— wh DIM _ T7 7 
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| ground ſhou'd be raid, and quite- Ie 7 
mov'd, Rome under ground. wou'd then 
be juſt fach a Town, as thoſe I have ima- 


% 


- 


n | gin'd tobe in the Moon. Whole Nations 

Fire in theſe vaſt Caverns; and I doubt *' 4 
mot but there may be- Paſſages under 3 
ground, for the communication and com- 
merce of-one People and Nation with 


ree you thow'd; and yet you 
remiſtaken than I:For yo 4 


you 
be- . 


te; Merited- Happineſs by their good Life in bs. 
1d. this World ; and that theit Felicity COn- 3 
fel ilted in bearing the Harmony of the 

- "0's ' Spheres 
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' Spheres as "they turn'd -round, and: that 
they. were depriv'd of this heavenly Mu- 
ſick, as often as the Moon - was, obſcur'd 
by the 'Shadow of the Earth ; and that 
then theſe: Souls roar'd and. cry-d out 
as in deſpair,-and 'rhat- the Moon madg 
haſte to recover her-Light again, to bring 
the Souls ont of that Aﬀittion.. At that 
_ rate, faid ſhe, we ſhou'd ſee the bleſgd 
Souls come from the Moon; $0 ps; for 
why ſhow'd not the Earth be tothe-Moon, 
as the Moon is to.;the Earth; ſince ac- 
'cording'to the apinion: of,,your Philoſo- 
pher, there wag no-ather Felicity for the 
Squls of the bleſſed, than to be: tranſpor- 
ted from one World to the other 2 Sert | 
puſhy, faid I, Madam, 'twould be a great | 
d 


Pleaſure and Satisfaction-to ſee ſeveral 
. diftefent- Worlds:;! and T am often glad, 
to: make theſe; Journeys in Imagination ; 
«What Joy thenFit wou'd be to-do -t-inrea- 
Jity ;* that wowd- be far better than to- tra- 

__ vel from hence to Fapan, crawling: as it 
were with difficulty from one-poiht'of this 
Globe'to another, and ſtill to ſee nothing 


s -: pat Men and Women over andioyer again. 
Well ; faid ſhe: what hinders, 'buf we 


' ſhoy'd make a Journey through the Pls: [+ 
ve on ak es. "nn 
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nets as well as we cam > Let.us.by imagir 
nation place our ſelves in. ſeveral Pof! !tions, 
and fituations, fir for conſidering the U- 
mverſe. Have, we ng more to. ſee in. the 
| Moon? No, faid I, at leaſt, I have ſhown 
6 you-all I know. Going out of the Moog 
gf towards: the Sun ,. the firſt; Planet you | 
ty mectwith.is Yeuus ; and here I, mult a- 
d | gain make uſe of my former Simile of Pa- 
ri #45,and St. Denis. Venus ,turns' round 
- theyun on herown Axis, as. the Moon 
- | does round the Earth ; and by the, means 


. 
- 


- | © of Teleſcopes, we. diſcover that YHenus Hh 
ef Waxes and wanes, being ſometimes alto- ++ 
-| + gether: enlightned, FS ſometimes, dar- - _»* 
|. K<necaccording to her different Poſitions - 7.3 
FF 1inreſpecto the Earth. © + 
f By all appearance the Moon is. inhabi- 

| ted. Why, ſhou d. not Venus Le.f0, AS well | 


s,[he ? Ay, ,1but interrupted the. Mar- 


«4 


WPT(2 by Out) #ots, You, will pe 
[All the Planets.: _ Do nqt, dobbt of it, Mh 
1dam,, d4nſwer'd_.1.; why has: nat Nature 

- lyſlicient to.pive Inhalyrants ro. 'em_ all» 

- 1 We fee that all the Planets are of the ſame 4 

. Nature, that they. are. all Opaque ſolid we 
- *Pogmies., having no. Light bur ; hey 4 
3 780ewve from the Sun ; which "they, ſed _- * 
| From ' Oe 28 
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yg ) 
vac 'to another -byRefleion, and thy 
they have all the fame kind of 'mation ; 
thus far equal, and after all this maſt we 
conceive that all theſe vaſt Bodies were 
made not to be inhabited > And that Na- 
-ture has made only an exception in Fas 
vour of the Earth, he that will believethis, 
may; "but for my part I cannot. I: find 
you, faid the Marguteſe, very reſolute 
and ſettled in your opinion of a fagdden; | 
A little while ago, you wou'd ſcarce al- 
tow the Moon tobe inhabited ; andſeem'd 
to be very indifferent, whether it were” þ - 
A or not ; whereas now , I am _ 

nt, you wou'd be very angry with a- 
'oy body that How'd tell you that all the 
Planets were not inhabited, 4ſt is true, 
Madam, in the minute whetein you have | 
4urpriz'd me, had you contradicted me, 
as to the "x Array of all rhe Planets, 
+ F'wou'd not only have defended: my opt- 
Aion, but have proceeded, to have given - 
you an exact deſcription of all-the ſeveral 
Tigbicpgns of anets. 'There are cer- 
tein Moments of believing things ; and I 
| Never ſofirm mly believ'd the Planets to be 
inhabited, as in that Moment Iſpoke of 
em ;-but now, after cooler Thoughts, I 
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fhou'd think it very firinge;that rheFarth / 
ſhou'd be-inhabited as it is 3 and the '6- 
ther Planets ſhou'd be fo entirely defofate 
and defarted: For you mitt nor think,thar 
Weſce all the living Creatures that mkis; 
; bit the Earth.For there are as many ſeveral 
ſpecies and kinds of Animals inviſible, 
as there are viſible. We ſee diſtin&ly 
from the Elephant to the Mite; there our 
fight is, bounded, and there are” infinite 
nufnbers of living Creatures lefler thai 
Mite, to whom, a Mite is'as big in, pro- 
- portion, as an Elephant is to it. The 
'Aate invention of Glaſſes calfd Micto- 

Feopes, havedifcover'd thoufands of fmall 
living Creatures, in certain Liquors , 
-which we con'd never have imagin'd tb 
have'been there. And it may be rhe dif- 

ferent” taſtes'*'of theſe Liquors , procecd: 

. from theſe larle Animals, who bite, and 
tins” or Tongues and Palates. Tf you 
"tix "certain ingredients 'in theſe Li- 
"0. (as Pepper in Water, ) 'and expoſe 
*<m"to rhe heat of the Suni, or let'em 
| pitrefie, you. thaff fee other new 
-Jpecies or living Creatures. \, Several Bb- 
dies, which appear'to be folid , are 
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of theſe 1mperceptible Animals; who find 
there as much room, as is requiſite for 
them to move in. The leaf of a Tree, 
| is a little World inhabited, by ſuch inviſi- C 
2 ble little Worms:To them this leaf ſeemsof « 

| 


--, 


nt a vaſt Extent, they find Hills and Valleys 
upon it : And there is no more Commu- 
nication between the living Creatures on 
the one ſide, and thoſe on: the other, 
than between us and the An77podes. And 
I think there is more reaſon, to believe a 
Planet( which 1s ſo vaſt a Body) to be 
inhabited. There has been found in ſe- 
veral forts of very hard Stones, infinite. 
multitudes of little Worms;lodg'd all oyer 
them in inſenſible varieties ; and who are 
'nouriſh'd upon the Subſtance of theſe 
Stones which they eat. Conſider . the 
-yaſt Numbers of theſe little Animals, and 
how. long a tract of Yeays they have 
liv d upon a xpin c of Sand... And bg this 
d, Argument, tho my Moon were nothi 
. _buta confugd But of Marble Rocks, I 
L . woud rather make it be devour'd, and 
- . confum'd by its Inhabitants, than to PG 
þ - . -goneatall init. . 
"= To concludeevery thing livesand eve- 
ry thing is FRUNUTT | thar is to fay, if 
. SIO 
- | | | 
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you comprehend the Animals, that are 
generally” known ; the living Creatures 
hats diſcoverd, and thoſe that will be 
diſcover'd herafter, you will © find that 
the Farth is very well Peopl'd ; and that 
Nature has been ſo liberal in beſtowing 
them, - that ſhe has not been at the pains 
to'diſcover half of 'em. Afﬀter this, can 
you believe, js Nature, who has been 
 {ruitful'to Excels as to- the Earth, 1s bar- 
ren to all the reſt of the Planets > My 
Reaſon is - convinc'd, ſaid the Marguzeſe, 
but my Fancy is confounded with the in- 
finite Number of living Creatures, that 
are'in the Planets; and my thoughts are 
 Nirangely embaraſs'd With the variety that 
one muſt” of Neceſlity imagine to be. a- 
monegſt 'em ; becauſe I know” Natute 
does not love Repetitions ; anfl therefort 
they muſt allbe different. But howvis. it 
poſſible for one to repreſent all theſe to 
our Fancy ? Qur Imaginations can never 
comprehend this yariety, faid,ly, let us be 
fatisfied with our Eyes, or we may eaſily 
conceive by an univerſal view,Nature has 
:form'd variety in the ſeberal Worlds. All 
"the. Faces of Mankind are in- general near 
the ſame Form.. Yet the:two [great Na- 
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cans foe 
Models Nay;there.is a certain reſemblance 
and: Air of the; Conntenance peculiar to & 
very Family of Race of Men. Y et jtis woh»: | 
derfyl to obſerve how many | Millions of 
TimesNatare has varied ſo fimple a thing 
85 the Face of a Man. Wethe Inhabitants 
of the Earth, are but one little Family 'of 
the Univerie, we reſemble one- atiother. 
The Inhabitarits of another Planet, are a- 
nother Family, 'whoſe Faces - have anos 
ther Air peculiar to' themſelves ; by all 
appearance, the difference increaſes with 
the <&NKance, for cou'd one fee an Inhabi- | 
tant of the Earth, aid one of the Moon 
together, hewou'd perceive leſs difference 
beeweert them, than between an Inhabi- 
rant of thg Earth, ind an Inhabitant of 
Satwn. Here (for Example) we have 
the uſe of the Tongue and Voice, and in 
another Planet, i may be, they ny | 
ſpeak by Signs. In another the Tahabj- 
tants ſpeaks not-at-all. -Here our Reaſon 
is form'd and made perfe by Experience. 
{In another Placs Experience adds little © 
or nothing to. Reaſon, Further off; - the" 
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we trouble our ſees more toknow what's 
to-come; than to. know what's , paſt... Ig. 
Planet, they neither afflict them- 


- - 


flves with the one nor theother ; and'tis | 


likely. they are not the Jeſs happy” for 

= | «Gy 8 we want a xk. Senſs | 
by, which we ſhou'd know a..great many 
things we are now 1gnorant of. - It may 
be.the Inhabitants of ſome other Planet 
have this advantdge ; but want ſome of 
thoſe other five we enjoy ; it may. be-alſo 
that there are a great many more na- 
tural Senſes.in other Worlds; but we-are- 
fatisf'd with the five that are fal'n:to our 
Share, becauſe we know no better, Our 
Knowledge. is bounded to:certain limits, 
whiclfthe Wit of Man cou'd never yet ex- 
ceed. There is a.certain point where our 
Ingenuity is at a {tang ; that which is be- 
yond itis for ſome other World, where 
It may be ſome things, that are familiar 


' to-us, are altogether unknown. Our 
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Globe enjoy#the Pleaſure of Love; -hut 
iSenroy in-ſeyeral places by the fury 
of War. Another Planet erfjoys pany 
Peace,without thedelights of Love;whic 
muſt render their Lives very irkſom. In 
fine, Nature has done to- the ſeveral 
 . Worlds 
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Worlds in 'great,” as ſhe has done- 10. tif } - 
Mortals in little ; by making ſome” hap- 
py, others'muſerable. -'Yer the has never 
forgot her admirable" Art in varying_ all | 
. things, tho ſhe has made ſome equal/ig.. 
fome refpetts, by compenſating Fn 


of any onething, with 4nother of -<qu#- 
valtte!* © 2-6 "C9; MA 

Are you fatisfrd, faid-I; Madan; vety ' 
gravely ; have not I told you Chimeras 
in abundance? 'Truly, I findnot fo muett | 
difficultyto comprehend theſe differences * > 
of Worlds; -my- Imagination is working | in 
upon'tlie Model you have. given me- And * k 
T am repreſenting to,my own Mind odd © 
Characters and Cuſtoms for theſe Inhabr: ; mT 
tants of the other Planets. . Nay more; tl 
I ami forrhing extravagant ſhapes and fi: © fo 
gures for 'em: I cart deſcribe 'em to . 
you ; forl fanfieT fee 'em here. I leave 
theſe ſhapes, faid 1, Madam, to enters" ® 
tain you in" Dreams this Night, to : mor: pl 
Tow, we fhall know, if theF have afliſted |] > 
you, to defcribe the Inhabitants of ſome © | © 
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I -_- Sins of my Li Marguieſe 
were not lucky, they ſtill repreſen- 
F to her ſomething like what we ſee on 
Farth ; ſo that I had as much reaſon (to 
reproach Her, as certain People have to 
| blame us when they ſee ſome of our Pi- 
ures ; . for they being ignorant of draw- 
Jing, and defigning, and pleaſing them- 
wig with their extravagant and gro- 
9 va Fi ch are tell us, our Pictures are 
ut Men and Women, and that 
Riki Is yk Fancy in'em ; there was there- 
fore a neceſſity of laying aſide all forts of 
the Forms and Figures of thoſe Animals 
that inhabit ſeveral Planets, and to reſt 
fatisfy'd by gueſling as well as we can, in 
purſuing our Journey, which we had be- 
gun, through the ſeveral Worlds of the 
Univerſe. 
We were at Yenus : And there is- no 
doubt, faid I to my Lady Marguieſe, but 
Venus turns upon her own Axis, but 'tis 
7} not known in what time, and by conle- 
1 quence, ' we know not the length of .her' 
af H Days, 
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| Days, but her Years muſt conſiſt but of 
eight Months,ſfince Yexus turns round the 
Sun in that ſpace of time. As Venus is for 
times leſs than the Earth, the Earth my 
neceſlarily appear.to the Inhabitants"of 
Venus, to be forty times bigger than Fe. 
4s appears tous; and as the Moon is alfh 
forty. times leſs than the Earth, by conſe. 
quence, .it muſt appear to the Inhabitants 
of Venus, about the ſame bigneſs that Ye- 
445 appears tous... 
You afflict me, faid the Marguzeſe, ex- 
_ rreamly ; I ſee very well, that our Earth 
is not that happy Planet to the Inhabe 
$ tants of Yenus, as ſhe is to us ; for our 
b* Globe, of the Earth muſt appear too big to 
W the.Inhabitants of Yenas, to be the Fouts 
tain of Love, but the Moon, which ap: 
ars to the World of Yenus, of the fame 
Ge that Yenus: appears to us, 15 exactly yy * 
cut. out to be the Yource of their Amours, | x 
and the lucky Star of their Intrigues; Þ : 
which Titles are moſt agreeable to the || + 
pretty, clear, twinkling Planets, which | ' 
have in 'em a certain Air of Gallantry. 
2" 'Tis certainly a happy Fate for our Moon 
c” to give Laws to the Loves of the Inhabi; 
q tants of Yenus ; No doubt, but theſe lhe 
' b P 
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ple-.are-very ſoft, and have the” Art to 
pleaſe extreamly well. Without diſpute, 
Madam, faid'I ; the very Moblle'sf Ye- 
ausare all mide up of Celadons nd S5- 
wanders, and their moſt ordinary Con- 
yerfations excel the” fineſt in C/21;4'7 the 
Olimate being more favourable ts!Dove : 
Fenus being, nearer the Sun than we, re- 
ceives from itsInfluencea brighter Light, 
and a' more enlivening Heat. TI perceive 
very well, interrupted the Margnieſe, what 
- | kind of People the Inhabitants 'of Yes 
\ | are ;/ they are, like our Moors of Granada, 


as Mawr at t 


- | 4 fort of little Sun-burnt Gentlemen, al- 
r | ways in Love, full of Life and Fire, given 
of #6 making Verſes, and great Lovers of 
» | Mufick, and every Day inventing Feaſts, 
» Balls-and Maſquerades, - to entertain their 
e | Miſtreſſes. Pray, Madam, faid I, you are 
yi very ill acquainted with the Inhabitants 
5 | of Yenus ; tor our Moors of Granada are, 
| in reſpect to them, 'as the. Inhabitants of 
e | Lapland, or Greenland, tor Coldneſs 'and 
h | Stapidity. | 

7. | But what then muſt the Inhabitants of - 


a || :Mereury be, for they are yet more near 

- | to the Sun 2 They null certainly be mad, 

» | by: having too much- Light and Fire; and 
if 
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[. believe they have no more Memory 

than the moſt part of our Negroes ; they 
never think, and are void of all Reflection, 
and they only act by Chance, and by ſuds 
dain Tmpulſes. In thort, the Planet Mers 
cury muſt certainly be: the Berhlem of the 


- * þ . 


* 


Univerſe ; they ſee the Sun a great deaf 


bigger than we do, becauſe they are f0 


much nearer to it-; -he darts upon %*em {0 


ſtrong a Eight, that if the Inhabitants of 


Venus were here, they wou'd take our 


fineſt. Days tor the Remains of a. faint 
Twi-light ; and it may be, the Light we Þ 


enjoy, wou'd not ſerve them to diſtinguiſh 
one Object from another ; and the Heat 
they art accuſtom'd to is ſo exceſſive, that 
the greateſt warmth enjoy'd by the Inha- 
bitants. of the middle of 4frick, wou'd 
 frieze them, to death, Their Year caſts 
but three Months ; the length of their 


Day is. yet unknown, Mercury being fo 


little a Planet, and. ſo near the Sun, in 
whoſe Rays he is ſo continually loſt, that 
| he is hitherto ſcarce diſcoverable by the 
Art and Skill of Aſtronomers, who cou'd 
never yet get ſo much hold of Mercury, 


as to obſerve the Time in which he per- 
forms his Revolution upon his own Axis. 
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ir Centre ; but the ſmallneſs of his Pla- 


"net verſwades me 'tis in a very ſhort time, 


and then,by conſequence, his Daysarevery 
ſhort, and his Inhabitants muſt ſee the 
Kath as 4 very great flaming Brafrer, very 
their Heads, which, to their Appre- 
enfion, moves With wonderful Rapidi- 
this makes them ſo earneſtly with for 

Ys coming Night, which, nodoubt, muſt 
be much more grateful to 'em than the 


'Day ; and during thoſe cooler Hours, 
Þ they are enlightned by Yexws, and by the 
"Earth ; which two Planets muſt appearto 


hem 'of conſiderable bigneſs. As: for 
e other Planets, ſince they are remov'd 
ther than Mercury, towards the Firma- 
ment, his Inhabitants muſt ſee them leſs 
than the appear to us, and receive but 
little Light from 'em, it may be, none at 


all ;/the fixed Stars muſt appear leſs to 
em alſo, and they loſe the fight of ſome 


of *cm entirely, which, in my Opinion, 


15A very great Los ; for I ſhou'd be very 


rry. to ſee the vaſt archd Roof of the 
vens adorn d with" fewer Stars, or 


| thoſe I do he, appear leſs, and not ſo 
git. 
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TIaminot ſo much concern'd for that 
Lofſs,' faid the Margquzeſe, as for their bes 
ing ſo extreamly incommoded with exceſs 
five Heat ; and Iwiſh with all my heart, 
we coud eaſe em. of [that Trouble. Le 
us. therefore allow 'em long and conti 
nued Rain, to refreſh *em ; ſuch as are i 
fome of the hot Countries of our Earth 


oy 
- 


Which fall for four Months together,during 
_ the hotteſt Seaſons. That may be done, 


ſaid T';. but we may. find out another Res 
medy, to relieve the Inhabitants of Mer 
cary ; for there are Countries in China, 
which,. by their Situation, mult be very 
hot; yet notwithſtanding, the Cold is fg 
exceſſive during the Months of Faly and 
AupnFt, that the Rivers are frozen : The 
Reaſon is, Theſe, Climates abound with 
Salt+Petre (whoſe Exhalations being very 
cold')' the force of the Heat draws: out of 
the Earth in great abundance. Let us 
therefore ſuppoſe Mercury to be a little 
Planet, made of Salt-Petre ; and let the 
Sun extract out of himſelf a Remedy to 
his Diteaſe whichhe. gives to the Inhabt- 
tants..: This 1s certain, that Nature pro» 
duces no Animal, but in places where 


they may live ; and Cuſtom and Uſe, Jon 1 
es! $3 2. ned} 
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(103) os 
with prac: of what is better, ſup- 
plieth all Defects, -and makes Life agree- 
able ; for ought we know, the Inhabi- 
fants of Mercury want neither Rain, nor 
Exhalations of Salt-Petre. 

"Aﬀter Mercury, you know, the. next 
Planet we find in our Journey, is the Sun; 

nd if we judge by the Earth {which is 
inhabited ) that other Bodies of the fame 
kind may be fo too, we are miſtaken, and 
fhe Why not will fail us here ; for the 
Sun is 2 Body of a quite different Nature 
from the Earth, and other Planets : He 
is the Source and Fountain of all that 
f Light, which the other Planets do only 
4 | fle&t from one to another, after having 
4 | receiv'd it from him ; and fo they can ex- 
4 | change Light one with another, but are 
7 
f 
; 
; 
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incapable of producing it : The Sun alone 
draws from it ſelf this precious Subſtance, 
which he darts a-round him with great 
Force and Violence, and which is inter- 
cepted by every Body that is ſolid ; fo 
that there is reflected from one Planet- to 
another long ſtreams and ſtreaks of Light, 
which croſſing and traverſing each other 
1n the Air, are interwoven a thouſand dif- 4 
- ferent Ways, and ſo- form a Mixture of 56 
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the richeſt ſubſtance in Nature-: For this | - 
end the Sun is placd in the Centre, which || : 
is the Situation moſt proper and com- || - 
mode ; from whence he may equally dif. Þ| - 
pence and diſtribute his Light -and Hegt, 
tor the liveningand enlightning all things 
round him. The Sun is therefore a Body 
of a particular Subſtance ; but what kind | 
of Body, or what kind of Subſtance, is all Þ 
the dyfficulty : Heretofore twas beliey'd, 
" that the Sun wasa pure Fire ; but the Er- 
ror of this Opinion was found ous in the 
Beginning of this Age, by Spots which 
were diſcover'd upon the Surface of the 
Sun; as a little after-that time, there. were 
new Planets diſcover'd, of which I ſhall 
ſpeak hereafter : The learned part of the 
World were full of nothing elſe but theſe 
new Planets ; and Diſcourſes of 'em were 
ſo much in faſhion, that they believ'd the 
Spoty in the Sun were nothing elſe but 
4Y theſe new Planets, moving round 'em, 
3 which\neceſſarily hid a part of his Body 
BS from our fight, when their obſcure Side 
was turn d towards us. The learned Men 
of the World made their Court to moſt 
Kings and Princes, with theſe new diſco- 
ver'd Planets ; giving the Name of one 
PE Prince. 
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»Prince to one, and of another Prince to 
"another ; ſo that they were like to quar- 
«el, to whom they ſhou'd belong. . 
8 Tam not pleas'd with that at all, faid 
t; | the Marquieſs : You told me the other 
5 | Night, that the Philoſophers and learned 
y | {Men had given Names of Philoſophers, 
df Aſtronomers and Mathematicians to the 
Il } | ſeveral Countries of the Moon, and I was 
d, | very well fatisfy d, and think it but juſt, 
r- | that ſince the Kings -and Princes poſſeſs 
e | *the Earth, that they ought to ſuffer Phi- 
h | loſophers and Aſtronomers to rule in the , 
ie | "Moon and the Stars, without incroaching 
re | *upon 'em., What,” ſaid I, Madam, Will 
ul I not you allow Kings and Princes ſome 
he | -Corner of the Moon, or ſome Star, to 
| | "take their part in time of need.? As to 
re | the Spots in 'the Sun, they can be of no 
ie | manner of uſe to 'em; for it has been -Þ 
ut © found, they are not Planets, but Clouds 55 
D, | :of Smoak and Vapours, and, as it were, a 2 
Jy | Scum ariſing from the Surface of the 
ae | Sun ; for ſometimes they appear in great . 
en | 'Quantities, ſometimes in leſs, andat other 
ft |} 'times they diſappear ; ſometimes they 
o- | Join 1n one, and other times they are dif- 
ne | 'pers'd and diſſipated ; ſo that it ſhou'd 

| OG is | ſeem, 
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ſeem, the Sun is a liquid Subſtance ; ſome 
fay, 'tis of melted Gold, which boils in- 
ceſſantly, and produces thoſe Impurities; - 
and by the force: of its Motion, throws 
npon the Surface its Scum and Drofs ; 
and as thoſe conſume, new ones ate pro» 
duc'd. Pray, Madam, fanſie to your ſelf 
what ſtrange Bodies theſe ' Spots of the 
Sun 'nuft be : there are ſome of 'em full 
as big as the Globe of the Earth ; judge 
then what a great quantity there muſt be 
of this melted Gold, and of the Extent of 
this vaſt Ocean of Light and Fire, which 
we call the Sun. They fay, the Sun aps, 
peats, through Teleſcopes, to be full of 
Breat Mountains which vomit LS, 
nd that it 1s, as it were, a4 Million 0 

Mount Z£7na's, join'd together ; but at 
the fame time they acknowledge that theſe 
Mountains may be altogether viſionary, . 
and that they are nothing elſe but the Et-' 
fects of the Glaſſes of the Teleſcopes, 

To whom ſhall we truſt then, when theſe 

very Glaſſes, to which we owe ſo many 

new Diſcoveries,” deceive us ? In fine, 

Let the Sun” be what it will, it does not 

at all ſeem proper to be inhabited ; and 

yet .tis pity, far the Situation wou'd be | 
I extreamly 


- and if there were Inhabitants in the Sun, 
they wou'd be apt to believe themſelves 


' fider'd only. 


flfo be miſtaken your ſelf: The Inhabt- J 
tants of the Sun wou'd not ſo much as ſee *© "4 
by A Kit; ; for they wou'd þe-incapable to 4 


Tis) 


mly fas; its Inhabitants wou'd be 
þ d in the Centre of the Univerſe, and 


'wou's fee all the other Planets turn regu- 
hrly round 'em,whereas we obſerveinfinite 
trregularities in their Courſe ; and tis on- 
ly becauſe we are not 1n a proper Situa- 
tion to conſider 'em, as not being in the 
Centre of their Motion. Is it not hard, 

that there is but one place im the Uni- 
verſe, where the Study of the Stars wou'd 
be eaſfie, and that that place alone ſhou'd 
be- uninhabitable 2 You do not think, 
whilſt you ſpeak, faid the, Margazeſe, were #2 
any living Creature in the Sun, he wou'd © ©? 
ſee neither Planets, nor fixed Stars ; ; nor, | 
mdeed, any thing ; : the brightneſs of the 
Sun wou'd reads all things elſe inviſible; 


the only People in Nature. 

I confeſs, faid I, I am miſtaken, Icon» 
the Situation of the Sun, 
without the” Effects of its Light. Bur, 
pray, Madam, allow me to tell you, that 
you who have corrected me ſo juſtly, may 


ſupport 
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ORs, wen 
ſupport the dazling of his Light,or unable. 
# to receive it, by being too near; and all 
 » things well conſider, the Sunwou'd be a ' 
Z Country of blind Men only. So that, once. 
for all, I conclude,' the Sun cannot bein; | 
b habited ; and if you pleaſe, Madam, we, Þ 
B: will continue our Journey to the other; 
bh” Worlds : We are now come to the-Cen« 
tre, which is the loweſt Point 1n all Cir- 
cular Figures ; and therefore muſt return, 
back again, and go upwards. In the Way,. 
we ſhall find Mercury, Yenus, the Earth, | 
and the Moon ; all which Planets we 
have viſited.” | | _ 
- The next that preſents it ſelf to our 
Obſervation is Mars, who contains no- 
thing rare or curious that I know of : His 

Days are not a full Hour longer than ours, 
* but his Years are double the length of 

ours. Mars is lefs than the Earth, and 
his Inhabitants ſee the Sun neither ſo big, 
nor ſo bright as we do. dn ſhort, Mars 

is not worthy the pains of a longer Dil- 

courſe ; but''tis very curious to obſerve 

Jupiter, and his four Moons, or Guards: 
they are four little Planets, which turn | 
» 4 round Jupiter, as our Moon turns ronnd | 
X us. But, fays the Marguieſe, interrupt» F 
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ing me, . why are-there ſome Planets at- 
tending upon others, who, it may be, are 
go: better than themſelves? In my Opi- 
non, it wou'd be more regular and uni- 
form 1f all the Planets, great and ſmall; 
had but one Motion round the Sun. Ah, 
" & Madam ! faid I; if you underſtood the, » 
W Tobrbillions, or Whi@ings of MonſieurWaurpotls: 
Des Cartes, whoſe Name 1s fo terrible, and 
Idea's fo agreeable, you wou'd not ralk at 
that rate. Let my Brains turn'rowund, faid*. 
he, laughing, it they will';' T long to 
know what theſe Tourbillions are ; make 
haſte therefore:ito fatisfie me, I'll manage 
y-ſelf no longer, bat henceforth” aban- 
nall my Thoughts to Philoſophy, with- 
but\Reſerve, let the World talkwhat they - 
pleaſe ; but let me underſtand theſe Whir- 
lings. I did not think you capable of 
fuch Tranſports, faid I, Madam ; and 1 
-amiſorry they have not -a fitter-Objet : 
2» | But to fatisfie.you, a 7ourbillion is a heap 
of Matter, whoſe parts are disjoin'd one 
from another, yet moving round all one 
& | way; each little part being allow d a par- 
+ | ticular Motion of its own, provided al- 
Ways they do not obſtruct: the general 
Circular Motion... As for Example; A 4 
7 Ho ” Tourbilliin 
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Skid of Air, caltd a Whirlwind, 
or a Hurrieain, is an, infinite quantity of 
little Particles of Air,. turning all roand 
together, carrying along every thing rhey 
rheet with in-their way : You know :that 
the Planets ate carry d round in the C6 
4 leftial Matter, which'is incredibly ſubtile 
| Wang and ſwift'; all that paſt Ocean, and Maſs 
of Celeſtial Subſtance, * which is:between 
the Sun, and the Sphere of the fixed Stars, 
turns round; and carries with it. the Pla: 
nets one way, from Eaſt ito Weſt;' round 
the 'Sun, Which 15 plaCd in the Centre; 
but in ſhorter or longer time, as the are 
diſtant-' or/nearer the Centre, all things 
_ turn round, 'even the Suit ſelf ;: butthe 
turns round -upon' his! own Axis: And 
you are: to'.obſerve thus ;-if the Earth 
were in the middle of the Celeſtial Mat- 
ter, as the *Sun is, ſhe wou'd alſo turn 
round upon her own Axis, like that: 'This 
is that great 7ourbil/ion, of which the Sun 
is, as it wege, (Governqr ; but at the ſame 
time, all the Planets have little Whirlings 
- peculiar to themſelves, in imitation of 
that great one; the Sun; notwithſtanding, 
they are all carry'd round: the Sun, yet 
every one of them turns round 'upon his 
| OWNn 
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own Axis, and ſweeps along with him a 
ſhare of the Celeſtial Subſtance, which 
yields eaſily to. any. Impulſe of Motion 
it receives, provided that does not--oþ- 
mc its general Motion round the Sun 
and this is calld the particular Whirling, 
Yr Tourbilion of a Planet, which exten 
' as far as the Sphere of its Activity can 
reach ; and if it falls ſo out, that any lef- 
x Planet than that which. governs the 
[ourbillion comes. in its way, 'tis carry d 
with it, and indiſpenſably forc'd round it ; 
but yet . that does not hinder both the 
greater Planet, and the leſſer, with their 
-\Whirlings, to turn round with the great 
Tourbilljon of the Sun. "Twas thus that, 
after the Creation of the Univerſe, the 
Earth carry'd the Moon round it ſelf, be- 
cauſe the Moon fell within the Extent or 
Sphere of Adtivity, and forc'd its Obe- 
| dience. Fupzrer, of whom I have faid 
ſomewhat & cot 4 was happier or ſtron-+ Ye 
ger than we ;- there fell four little Planets 4 
41n his Neighbourhood, and he ſubdu'd 'em | 

all four : Our Earth, which is now a chief 

\Planet, had it fallen within the 7 ourbile 

Ton of Jupiter, you may, eaſily believe he 

wou'd have forc dus to have turn'd row 

um 
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him alſo, '7«p:ter being ninety times bip- 
gef than our Farth ; and then. we had 


been nothing but a Moon depending up- 


' ot Fupiter, whereas now, the Earth has a 
Moon of her own turning round her : So 
true "it is, that Chance of Situation: has 


decided our Fortune. Pray, what Afſu- 
rance have. we, faid the Margazeſe, that' 
our Earth ſhall always remain in the ſame 
Situation ? -I'am afraid we may make a 


Trip one Day or other, towards ſome Pla- 
net as dangerous as Japirer, who may. 
{weep us round with it ſelf ; or that ſome 


other ſtronger Planet may approach nea- | 


rer to us; tor I fanſie, that the violent 
Motions of the . heavenly Matter you 
ſpeak of, may agitate and ſhake the Pla- 


nets fo irregularly, that it might ſome- 
times bring 'em nearer together, and at 


other times.remove em farther from one 
another. We might gain rather than loſe 


by that Bargain, faid T;- for it may be, 


our Earth wou'd be carry'd near Yenus 
and Mercury, which are little Planets, 
and cou'd not reſiſt ours: But we have 
nothing either to hope or fear from ſuch 
an Accident ; the Planets muſt remain 
where they are, new Conquefts are for- 
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ina Veſſel, the Oil will fwim above; and 

if,you throw any very light thing into 
the Yeſlel, the Oil will fupporr it, and it 
will not penetrate into the Water: Throw 
inany other thing, fomewhart heavier, of 
a proportionable weight to penetrate the 
Oil, which is too weak to ſtop it ; *twill 


fall upon the Water, and ſwim;. the Wa- + 


ter being ſufficiently ſtrong to bear-it up. 
$ that this Veſſel, full of two Liquors, 
which does not mingle together two Bo- 
dies of an unequal weight, reſts naturally 
in two differerit Poſitions, the one above: 
the other ; ſo as the lighteſt can never de- 
ſend, the heavieſt can never aſcend. If 
you add other Liquors that will not min- 


gle together, and throw as many Bodies 
4nto'em of proportionable weight, twill 
ſilLbe the ſame thing. Imagine to your . 


felf, that the Celeſtial Subſtance. which 
fills the vaſe 7onrbil/ion, or Whirling of 
the. Sun, is composd of different Coats, 
wrappd within one another, like an ,O- 
non; theſe Coats are of different weights 
and force, as Oil and Water, and other 
WET: | Liquors. 
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Kings' of China. You know 'very well,” 
when one mixes Oil and Water together 
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Liquors,”'The Planets alſo are of different Þ 
weights; and by conſequence, every one | 
of * Planets muſt ſtop upon that Coat 

roportionable to its weight, and which 
= neceſfary ſtrength for ſupporting, i 
and keeping it in an equal Balance ; ek 
you will perceive t is.not poſſible in Ng- 
ture.they. can remove from thence. 
 Tunderſtand very. well, faid the Mar. 
quicſe, how theſe different Weights are 
regulated, according to their ſeveral de- 
grees :. Wou'd to God,. there were ſome. 
{uch.Order amongſt us Mortals, to cons 
fine every Man to the Station that is fit 
A4or him,,. Iam'now no longer in fear of. 
Fupiter ; 1am fatisfy'd that he will leave 
* us at eaſe in our own little Whurling, or 
' Tourbil/ion; 1 am eaſily pleas'd, and do 
not envy Fupiter his four Moons. 

You wou'd be to blame 1f you ſhoud, 
{aid I; for he hasno more than what is ne» 
cellary for him ; conſidering the great dt- 
{tance he is from the Sun, his Moons receive 
and reflect but a very faint Light. *Tis true, 
that Faipiter turns upon his own' Axis 10 
the ſpace of ten Hours, his Nights are but 
four Hours long ; and being fo ſhort, one! Þ 
'  wou'd think he had no great need of four, F 

F945 ws 7 Moons : Þ* 
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- Moohis : But you ariuſt conſider,” in our 
- Earth, under the North and South Poles, 
there are ſix Months of Day, and fix 
Months of Night ; becauſe the two Poles 
being the two Points of the Earth, remo- 
tft trom thoſe Countries and Places, up- 
Jon which the Sun darts his beams dire&> 
Þ ly, and over which, to our Apprehenſians, 
he ſeems to perform his Courſe: -'The 
oon holds, or appears to tis to hold the 
fame Road with the Sun : So that if the 
JS Inhabitants near the South and North 
Poles fee the Sun during one half of his 
yearly Courſe, and then loſe his Lightdu- 
ng the other half, it muſt follow, that 
they ſee the Moon during one half of her - 
monthly Revolution, and loſe her during 
the other half ; that is, for the ſpace of 
fifteen Days. One of Jupiter's Years is 
twelve of ours, and there muſt be two 
-oppoſite Poles in that Planet where there 
areDays and Nights of fix Years long a- 
jy A Night of ſix Years long is very 
long, and I believe theſe four Moons were 
thiefly created for that reaſon: The high- 
eſt of the four, as to Jupiter, performs its 
'& Courſe round him in ſeventeen Days, the 
{| kcond in ſeven Days, the third in three 
ee. - I 2 Days - 
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| (116) 
Days and an half, -and,the fourth in for- 
fy two Hours. Theſe Revolutions being | 
thus divided by equal halves in theſe un-_ 
happy Climates, where there are ſix Years 
of continued Night , . one and twenty 
Hours cannot paſs without their ſeeing. 
appear, atleaſt, the laſt of the four Moons; - 
which is a very great fatisfa&tion, during F 
ſo long and irkſome a Darkneſs : But u 
on Whatever place of Jupiter you ſhoud | 
inhabit, theſe four Moons wou'd repre 
ſent to your view one of the moſt agree | 
able Sights in Nature : Sometimes they 
riſe all four together, then they ſeparate 
according to the inequality of their Mo- 
tions ; ſometimes they ſee 'em over their }} ' 
Heads, directly above one another ; at} 

"other times they ſce 'em appear above 
their Horzion, at equal diſtances ; at ano- 

- thertime, twoot the fourare riſing, when 
the other two are ſetting ; but above all,” 
T ſhou'd be pleas d to fee their conſtant 
Eclipſing one another, or the Sun ; for Y 
there paſſes no Day, without one of the. 
two; and ſince Eclipſes are fo familiar to 
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W-. that World, they muſt certainly be a-Di» F 
A vertiſement to them, whereas they frigh-} 


\ ten the Inhabitants of our Earth. I. 
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And you witl-not fail, Thope, fays the. 
Mar quzeſe,” t6 beſtow Inhabitants upon 
[1 theſe four Moons, though they be little, 
inferior Planets, and only made to enligh- 
ten the Inhabitants of a greater, during 
"their long Nights. You need not doubt 
;of it, faid I, Madam ; theſe four. Planets 
are no leſs deſerving of Inhabitants, be- 
cauſe they are ſo unhappy as to be ſubject 
to, and turn round a more important Pla- 
| "-h I wou'd, fays the. Margazeſe, have 
theInhabitants of theſe four Moons to be 
_ Colonies of Fupizer, and receive their 
Laws and Manners from thence, and pay 
Homage and - Reſpe&t to Fupiter, and 
not to look upon that great Planet, but ' 
with Veneration. And woud you. not. ? 
alſo, faid I, have theſe four Moons to ſend » © 3 
Ambaſſadors, from time to time, to- the : 
Inhabitants of Fupiter, and ſwear Fealty 
to him ? For my part, we having no Au- 
.thority over the Inhabitants of our Moon, 
makes me think that Jupiter has no more 
over the Inhabitants of his four ; and I be- 
'cheve, one of the Advantages he has moſt 
reaſon to brag of, is, that he frightens em. 
Þ- For Example ; The Inhabitants of that 
{ Moon next tO Jupiter, ſee him three hun- 
[3 dred 
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Moon SPraryOy us: And as I believe 
that little Moon to be much nearer to 7+ 


. piter than Ours is; ſo his greatneſs muſt 


be by that conſiderably augmented; and 
they muſt conſtantly ſee that monſtrous 
Planet hanging over their Heads, at a ve- 
ry ſmall diſtance. And if it be true, that 
the Gauls-of old, apprehended the fal- 
ling of the Heavens: The Inhabitants of 


* that Moon have more Reaſon to fear the 
falling of Jupiter. It may be, faid ſhe, 
"they have thatfright, inſtead of that of 


the Eclipſes, which you told me, they 


are ſree from ; ard which muſt be fup« | 


ply'd by ſome other piece of Folly. It 
muſt be ſo infallibly, faid I, Madam, for 
the great inventer of the third Syſtem, 
of which I ſpoke to you the other Day,the 
Tichs-Brabe one of the greateſt Aſtronoy 
mers that ever liv'd; was far from feare 


ing Eclipſes as the Vulgar do;but inſtead of 


that, he fear'd, if the firſt he met (as he 


went out of his Houſe in the Morning) 


were old, or if a Hare happen'd to croſs 


his way, he inſtantly return d home, ſhut 
himſelt up, and did believe that day ta } 
be unlucky ; nor wou'd he dare ito: ate" 
9%. tempt 
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tempt Buſineſs of the ſmalteſt” Conſe- 
quence. Eh 
© Ttis not juſt, faid the Marguzeſe, that 
ſince that great Man was not free from 
the Fear of Eclipſes for nothing , that 
the Inhabitants of that little Moon,fhou'd 
"come off at an eaſier rate : Let us give 
'em no Quarter, but force *em to ſubmit 
to the common Law of Nature, and ob- 
lige 'em to yield to ſome other Folly. 
But ſince I will nor trouble my ſelf to 
| gueſs at this time, what. that may be, 
| cn} ſolve me one difficulty, which my 
Fancy has juſt now ſuggeſted; if the Earth 
be ſo little, in reſpect of Fupzter ; does 
the Inhabitants of Jupiter ſee our Earth? 
Tamafraid we are altogether unknown to 
'em. Really, I believe it to be fo, faid T, 
for the Inhabitants of Jupiter muſt ſee the 
Earth ninety times leſs than Jorirer ap- 
pears to us ; which 1s too ſmall tabe per- 
ceivd by them ; and all we can imagine 
for our advantage, is,to ſuppoſe that there 
_ are Aſtronomers in Jupiter, who after 
having taken a great deal of Pains, and 
- fitting excellent Teleſcopes; and havir 
q choſen a very clear Njght for makin the 
| Obſervation, they at laft diſcover in the 
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Heavens-a little Planet, th 
ſeen before ; and ſtreight they ſet it down 
in the Philoſophical Tranſactions of that 
Country. The reſt of the Inhabitants of 
Jupiter, either never hear of it, or laugh 
atit if they do ; the Philoſophers them-- 
ſelves whoſe. Opinion that diſcovery 
deſtroys, reſolve not to believe.it ; and 
there are but ſome very rational People, 
that will trouble: themſelves with the 
thoughts of it. Theſe Aſtronomers make 


4 


new Obſervations ; they again look upon - 
_ this little Planet , and they begin to be. 
aſlur'd that it is ro Fancy but a real thing ; 


then, they begin to conclude, this little 
Planet has a Motion round the Sun-; and 
after a thouſand Obſervations, they ar laſt 
find out thatthis Motion or Revolution, 
15 performed in a Years time. So that, 
thanks to theſe learned Men, the Inhabi- 
tants. of 7up;ter know our Earth is a Play 
- net and a World : The Curious are ear- 
neſt to look on it through a Teleſcope ; 
OY tis ſo little , 'tis hardly diſcoyera- 
py 
Tf it were not, ſaid the Marguieſe, ve- 
ry difagreeable for me to believe, that 


habitants 


our Earth is not to be perceiv'd. by the In- 


they | had never | + 


{  habitants of 74pizer, but: by the: help of 
a Teleſcope, I ſhou'd find an Infinite 
Pleaſure in imagining, I ſhou'd ſee thoſe 
' Teleſcopes pointing towards us ; and ours 
from a mutual Curioſity are levelFd at 
' them, whilſt thoſe two Planets gravely 
conſidering one another, the Inhabitants 
of- both ask at one and theſame-time, 
What. World. is that 2 What People are 
thoſe? 
Don't go ſo faſt, Madam, faid I ; ſup- 
poſe, the Inhabitants of Jupiter, cou 
ſee our Earth;yet,they cou'd neyer ſee us, 
or ſo much as ſuſpe& our Earth to be in- 
* habited; or ifany Body were. Fool enough 
to imagine it, God knows, how he wow'd 
be laugh'd at and ridicul'd by the reſt of 
the Inhabitants. And it may be, we are . 
the Cauſe, that ſome Philoſophers in that 
World have been ſued and. perſecured for 
this Opinion : However, I believe, that 
the Inhabitants of Jupirer are. employed 
enough in the diſcovery of their own- 
Planet , without troubling themſelves 
vith the thoughts of us. And had Chr#- 
ftopher Columbus been of that Country, 
and underſtanding Navigation ſo well 
4 © hecoud not haye wanted TL 
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And the People of that World know 
not the hundredth part of its own Inhabj- 
, tants ; whereas, in Mercury (which is a 
very little Planet )they are all Neighbours 
one to another, and converſe familiarly | 
rogether ; and they efteem it, as but a 
Walk to go round their little World ; 
bs. and if the Inhabitants of Jupzzer do flot 
F ſee us, you may eafily judge, they can 
E -, far leſs perceive Venus and Mercury, both 
which are more diminutive Worlds, and 
further diſtant from it than we : But 'in 
lieu of this, they ſee Mars, and there are 
four Moons, and Saturn with the five 
that belong to him. There arePlanets e- 
nough, to perplex all the Aſtronomers 
there : And Nature has had the good- 
nefs to hide from em what remains of the 
Univerſe. ; 
What, faid the Lady Marguzieſe , do 
, u look upon that as a Favour 2 With- 
#* out doubt, faid I, Madam, there is in 
I this great 7ourb;//ion or whirling of the 
Sun, Sixteen Planets. And Nature, who 
is willing to fave us the labour of ſtudy- 
ing all rheir Motions, has diſcaverd to 
ns only ſeven of them; and is not that'a 
great avour. But we who are not ſene 
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fible of this Grace, have ſo ordered the 
matter that by our Endeavours'we have 


found out the other nine, which Nature - 


had conceal'di from us,” and we are ſuffi 
ciently puniſh'd for it , by the great 
Pains and Labour, which is at prefent res 
quiſite for the Study of Aſtronomy. + '- 

I ſee, anſwer'd the, by.the number of 
ſxteen Planets, that Saturu muſt have 


five Moons. He has ſo, faid I, Madam} 


and two of the five are diſcoverd 'very 
htely , but there 1s yet ſamething more 
remarkable in that Planet ; for his Year 
is as long as thirty of ours; and confſe« 
quently there are Climates in that World, 
where one Night laſts for fifteen Years 
together. Can you gueſs what Nature 
hag intended for the enlightning of Nights 
ſo long and dreadful 2 She was not fatis« 
fied to beſtow-on Satars five Moons ; but 


has. alſo given him a great Circle or 


Ring, which environs him entirely, and 
which is elevated ſufficiently high enough 
to be out of the ſhadow. of this Planet, 
It reflects the Light of the Sun perpetu- 
ally upon the Inhabitantsof Sazurn; who 
have the Misfortune to live in that Clis 


. mate, that is, fo long a time depriv'd of 
7 the influence of his Beams. — Well, 
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- Well, ſaid the. Marguieſe, (with the 
Air of a Perſon return'd- to -herſelf- from 
ſome great aſtoniſhment) all that you 
fay is contriv'd with wonderful Order, 
and ſure Nature has. ſeen and provided 
for the neceſſity of ſome. animate Beings ; 
and that the diftribution of theſe Moons, 
was not a work of Chance , ſince they 
' are beſtowed only upon theſe Planets, 
that are at a great diſtance from the Sun, 
the Earth, Jupiter and Saturn; for Ve- 
xus and Mercury have no need on 'em ; 
they enjoy but too much Light already ; 
aadther Nightsare very ſhort;and it may 
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be the Inhabitants of this Planet. eſteem 
Night a-greater benefit of Nature, than 
the Day it ſelf. But hold, faid Madam 
the Margqureſe, itſeems to me, that Mrs, 
who is farther diſtant from the Sun than 
the- Earth, ought to have a Moon 
too. I muſt contels, faid I, Madarr, he 
. has-none ; but certainly, the Inhabitants 
of that Planet enjoy ſome other advan- 
tage, which ſupplies that defect. You 
have ſeen ſeveral bodies, both liquid and 
dry, which draw in the Light of the 


Sun; and afterwardsſhineand caſt a light }: 
in the dark. It may be, that there are Þ 
Ae. great || 


(125) 
great Rocks very high ; which are: natu- 
rally of ſuch a Kind of Subſtance , as tO 
receive great Proviſion of Light. in the 
- Day time from the Sun, which they res» 
ſtore in the Night ; and if it be ſo, you 
cannot deny, but it muſt be a very plea- 
ſant Scene or Repreſentation, to fee all 
thoſe Rocks from all Quarters begin to 
ſhine, as ſoon as the Sun-is down ,- and 
make Magnificent Illuminations without 
Art or Expence. You know alſothat in 4- 
merica, there are certain Birds, which 
ſhine fo inthe dark ; that one may read 
by their Light;as well as by that of a Can- 
dle ; and who knows, but there are mas 
ny of theſe Birds in the Planet Mars, 
which fly aboutand enlighten that World 
as ſoon as the Sun is ſet? | 
Your Rocks, and your flying Birds, 

ſaid the Marquieſe, do not at all- fatisffe 
me. I confeſs ſuch objects wou'd be very 
pretty ; but tince Ne: has given » ſo 
many Moons to Saturn and Fupzter ;- "tis 
a ſign, that they are abſolutely neceſſary 

as well to Mars: I ſhou'd have been! vlad 
that all-the: Worlds diſtant from the Sun, 
. coud have had their Moons; and that 
4 Mars migut not have been ſo difagreeably 


excepted. 


(126) ; 
ted. Oh! Madam, faid I, if you 
think it worth your pains to make any 
further Progreſsin Philoſophy, you muſt 
gecuſtorn ou ſelf to ſuch Exceptions ; 
m the beſt Syſtems , there are always 
ſome things that agree exactly ; but there 
are other"things, that one muſt adjuſt as 
well as one can, or leave them as they 
| _ if there be no hopes to overcome the 
difficulty : | Let us do ſo if you pleaſe 
with Mars; and ſince he is not favoura- 
ble to us, fay no more of him. And 
tell me if'it wou'd not be ſtrangely ſpr- 
prizing, if we were in the World of $q- 
tara, to ſeeabove our Heads in the Night 
that _ Ring in the form of a Semi- 
Circle, going from oppoſite Points of the 
Horizon; and which refleqing the Light 
' of the Sun upon us, wou'd have the ef» 
f&& of a 'continu'd Moon. And ſhall we 
place. no Inhabitants upon that great 
Ring, faid theMarguzeſe, laughing 2 T an- 
ſwer'd her, that { tho in the Humour T 
was in, I was enclin'd to put Inhabt-. 
tants every where) I confeſs, -I dare not 
ſet any upon ſv irregular-a- Habitation ; 
but for the five little Moons, there is no 
diſpenſing with them, forthey muſthave 
|  _"Inhaburants. 
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But ſome do.imagine, -that 


ns join'd very.near together, having 
all an equal Motion, and turning one way, 
and that the five little Moons I ſpoke of, 
had only eſcaped:out of this great Ring z 


 WhatanInfinity of Worlds are there then 


in the 7ourb:/lon or whirlings of Saturn 2 
and yet whatever.is the Caule, the Inha- 


| bitants of Saturn are miſerable enough, 


great Ring. "Tis true, it 
ight, but what kind of Light 2 Sure a 
very feeble one: at that great diſtance 
from the Sun, whereſhe her ſelf appears 


notwithſtanding the Aſliſtance of this 
ives them 


Lig 


to *em, but as a little pale Star, a very 
faintheat and Light, ſo that it you wou'd 
carry,ſome of the Inhabitants of Saturs 
to our colgeſt Countries, as Green-Land, 
or Lap-Land, you wou'd ice 'em all of a 
ſweat, and melt away with heat. You 


' give me an /dea of Saturn, faid the Mar- 


Y 
vs 

a 
Q 


*. 


quieſe, that makes me ſhiver with cold ; 
whereas before you warm'd me as much 
with the deſcriptions you gave meof Mer- 


cury.. There is a Neceſlity, faid I, that the 
two Worlds that are at the extremity. of : - 
' this great 7ourbif/ion, muſt be contrary; 
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(128) 
one to-another in every thiog. -At_ thae. 
rate; aid'the, the Inhabitants 'of Sazury, 
muſt be vey wiſe; for you told me the 
Inhabitants of Mercury were down-right 
mad. *"If the People 'of Saturn, faid 1; 
be not wiſe, they are atleaſt in all Appea-' 
rance ſo, and'are very flegmatick, they” 
know not- what it is to laugh; and who 
take a whole days time at leaſt, to anſwer. 
the moſt trifling Queſtion : They wou'd” 
have look'd upon the grave Cazo the Cen- 
ſor as too wild and youthful for their Con-'. 
verfation. y Ps 

There isa tMought come into my Head, 
® faid the Marguieſe ; all the Inhabitants of * 
E... Mercury are verly lively, and the Inhabt- * 
A cants 'of Saturn extremely dull : Now © 
upon our Earth, we have a mixture of 
both, ſome are very airy, and fome as 1n- 
ſipid: Does not that proceed from -our 
being ſituate in the middle, between theſe *} 
two Worlds, that we' participate ſo of the: 
Qualities of both theſe- Extremes ; "and © 
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there is nofixt ſettled Character of Man-"Þ * 
- kind; fomereſemblethe Inhabirants of ; 
TR Mercury, others of Saturn; and we area \ | 


&. mixture of all the ſeveral kinds of People, © | 
” - that inhabit all the othewPlanets > I hke *Þ- 
- E G | - | tha {3 
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ſis ere] reogg , Jaid 1, we. are of 
Jockin \extravagait Co mpolition ,. that 
one old tally believe, e-+ Wwe were 
collefted .and drawn together from all 
the other'Worlds. Andat this rate, 'tis 4 
very convenient to liye in-ours, ſince here 3 
we ſee an abridgement; of all: that; can be Ry 
Gert iriche auher Worlds. At. leaſt, faid 
my Margeieſe, Our World has -ong real 
vantage and 'conveniency , that ;it 45 
no Hot as Mercury or Yenus,, nor 
ſo cold as Fapiter and Saturn : And we 
have thojiood luck over and above,/ tobe 
| born ina Glimate of this Earth, thats 
j -either exceſs of heat nor cold, . A if a 
*xertain- (Philoſopher thank'd Nature:;for 
being a Man and not a Beaſt, a Grecian, 
and -not' a Barbarian ; ; for my Part, 
thank her, that I inhabit the moſti tem- 
-perate Planet of the-/Univerſe, - and the 
moft temperate Climate of that Planet. 
$f you will truſt me, ſaid I, Madam, you 
x Lon to thank her tor being young, and 
' } not old, young and handfome,and not 
young and ugly, young, handſome, and 
:Þ a French Woman, and not a young and 
% pies 1talian. You have abundance! 
»J-of other Reaſops of Gratitude, than Mc 
' of K O 
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be orateful for. every *thing 3 - even: to the 


mate of the 'Happineſs beſtow'd 
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of the Situation of your 7oarbiÞion, or 


pos temperate: Qualities of .your. Coun- | 
Good God, faid ſhe; fuffer me to | 


 Tearbillion where I was born's 
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us, ist00 little to-Joſe any part of.1t;-4 


it is go6d to have: ſuch a Senſe and: Taſte: | 


of the commoneſt and moſt;anconfideras 


ble-things, as to:turn all to:our ; AdvanuÞþ 
rage. yo Profit. If we ſhow'd-look alter: 
n6-other Pleaſure or Satisfaction, than: 
this World aftorded, we ſhou'd:enjoy _ 


ow, expect *em long, and pay dear 
for ; If -Philoſophy be the Pleafurg Y 


Taawopole: faid I, Madam, I:have: theift 


Boldneſs to wiſh, that when you remenſt 


ber the 7; ourbillions, you wou'd be pleas'dii 
tothink of me. Yes, anſwerd ſhe, prosift 
vided i. you + take care your BhiloſophylJ 
furniſhes me atways with new Pleaſures. 


At. leaſt, for to Morrow, anſwer'd-, - 


hope you ſhall not want ; for I have thei 
fixed Stars prepared for you, WIOER furs! 
Pa all you have hitherto heard. T 


cgi). 


Thi Fitth N ight... 


7 p Y Lady Marguieſs was very impa-' 
1 -tient toknow What ſhou'd become 
| Tre fix d Stars,Canthey be inhabited/as 


the Planets are, faid ſhe to me > 6r "are 
i Ithey not-inhabited 2 what ſhall we'mdke 
Foffem ?:If you wou'd take the Pains;*you 
'F - ud not fail to guels, faid' I, Madain, 
1:Þthe fixt Stars cannot be leſs diſtant from 
ri the earth; than fifty Millions of Leagues; 
my, ſome Aſtronomers make the diſtance 
i've er greater; that between the Sun and 
e remoteſt Planet is nothing if compa- 
tothe diſtance between ' the Sun or 
rth,:and the fix d Stars ; We do Aot 

Js! wble our ſelves to number 'em, their 
y. h uſtre as you ſee is both clear and bright. 
S.\ | 14 > fix'd Stars, receive their Light from 
; Jun, it muſt certainly be-very weak 

16: anc faint before it comes to 'em; having; 
re l: fled through a hundred and fifty Milli- 
s of Miles of the Celeſtial Subſtance, 1 

xt ſpoke of before: Then conſider, the fix'd 
..Ftars are oblig'd, to refle& this-borrow'd 
-JfLigh tpor us at theſfame diſtance,which 
he 02 348-5. 228 - 
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it reaſon muſt make PI Light yet palet 
and more faint, it.is.im Ple that "this s 
Light if it were botrow'd front the Sun F 
and not only. ſuffer'd a Reflection, but \ 
paſs-d through twice the diftarice' of 
hundred and fifty Millions of Miles, conf 
have'that Force ge) Viyacity, that: w 
obſerye in the fixd Stars: T herefore I! 
conclude they are: enlightned -of themsJ- 
ſelves ; and are by-conſequenee ſo many. Þ 
Syns.. 'Do not I deceive my ſelf;cry'd out]; 
the Marquieſe, do I ſee whither: you < {7 Fr 
goingto lead me 2. ;Are: you not about tt 
tell me the fix'd Stars, are ſo many Su 161 x 
and that-our Sun is the' Center-of a greatI%; 
Ti ourbillien which turns. rowund:r him} 
what hinders buta fix'd Star may.'be- the | 
Center of a 7, ourbil/ion, whirling or turns y; 
ng roynd it > Our -Sun has Flags, : 
which heenlightens, why may not evel l 
fx'd Star have Planets alſo 2 T haye- 
thing to anſwer, but” what Phegra faid | 
to Ogwone,: tis youthat have bit it. By t T 
faid the, 'I ſee the Univerſe to-be:fo vali 
 thatl.loſe my ſelgIknow-not where! WAN a it | 
and have conceived nothing all this wail 
'What.is the Univerſe thus divided: /int 
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| k every fixt Star the Center of : a 7our- 
\$ 770 ; 2nd it may be full as big as our 
"ISun > Is it poMible, that allthis kmmenſe 
1h Ice, wherein our Sun and Planets have 
110 Revolution, is. nothing but an in- 
ron part of the Univerſe And 
at every fixd Star muſt comprehend 

' -f govern an equal ſpace with our Sun ? 
confounds, afflicts, and frightens 
*Ime. And for my part, faid I, it pleaſes 
and rejoices me ; when I believ'd the Us 
"Ii wecle to be nothing, but this great A- 
> Vault of the Heavens, whendin the 

Wars were placed,as it were ſo many gol- 
Y : en Nails or Studs, the Univerſe feem'd to 
_me too little and ſtrait ; I fanſied my ſelf 
"PP & confin'd and oppreſs'd : But now 
Miyhen I am perſwaded, that this Azure 
y Vault has a greater depth and a vaſter Ex- 
ent, and that tis divided into a thouſand 
YI % a thouſand different 7ourbillions or 
ly HF I imagine | am at more Lt» 
ty,and breatha freer Air ;*and the Unis 

fre appears to me to be infinitely more 
Mioni cent. Nature has ſpared nothing 
it 1 her Production, and hath profuſely bes 

f tow'd. her Treaſures upon a glorious 
Work worthy of her : You'can repreſent 
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nothing ſo auguſt 1 to your ſelf;as this pro- | 
ovling 6 ano of 7h ourbifions 5 Whoſe 'S 
Center is poſſeſs'd by a Sun, that makes | 
the Planets turnround him. - The & ind 
tantsiof the Planets of any of thele in 
nite. Tourbillions, ſee from all ſides th 
enlightned Center of ' the 7 ourbillion 5 
with which they are inviron'd ; but can»; 
Not diſcover the Planets of another, of c 
enjoy but a faint\ Light, borrow'd fromſ; 
their-own Sun, which it does not dary*; 
- farther than'its own Sphere or Activity. 
You ſhow me, ſaid the e Marguieſe, ſo valth 
a Proſpect, that my ſight cannot reach ths; 


the end of it: I fee clearly the Inhabi $ 


tants of our World ; and you” have e plain: na 
ly preſented to my Reaſon the InhabitantsI= 
* the Moon, and other Planets of our 
Tourbillion or Whirling : After this you No 
tell me of the Inhabitants of the Planets|#* 
of all. the other 7ourbilions.  T confeks 
they ſeem to me to be ſunk into ſobound: b 
leſs a depth," that whatever force I put uþ 
on my Fancy, I cannot comprehend ' em I; 
and indeed you have annihilated 'em by 
the Expreſſions you made uſe of. in ſpeak ; 
ing of 'em and their Inhabitants. © Youls 
muſt certainly call 'em 'the tnhabirann, 


FX one of the Planets, of onie of theſe infi- 
- 1. fite Tourbillions'; and - What ſhall be- 
*| "come of us in the middle of ſo many 

Worlds; fince the Title you give- to 
e reſt agrees to this of ours 2 And for 
y Part, I fee the- Earth fo dreadfully 
Iittle', that hereafter I ſhall ſcorn to be 
"concern'd for any part of it. AndI ad. 
ure why Mankind are ſo very fond of 
,Power, ſo earneſt after Grandure, laying 
deſign upon deſign, circumventing, -be- 
"284 » flattering, and poorly lying, 
are at all this mighty Pains to \ graſp. 
"q of a World they neither know nor 
ol | underſtand, nor any thing of theſe migh- 
x ty Tourbillions : For me, Ill lazily con- 
"| tema it,and my careleſneſs ſhall have this 
uf Advantage by my Knowledge, that when 
any Body ſhall reproach me with my Po- 
"verty,l will with vanity reply, Oh! you do. 
Al [not know what the fix'd Stars are. I do 
10 believe, faid I, Madam, that Alexander 
'1t ic Great himſelf did not know : For a 
"| certain Author who holds that the Moon 
inhabited, ſays very gravely, that it 
*N impoſſible , but 4Ar:/otle muſt be of 
"fo reaſonable an Opinion (for how cou'd 
ql ch a truth cſcape fo great a Man as - 4» 
40 K 4 riſtotle 2) 
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riffotle? but that he'wou'd never fayany_. 


thing of it for fear of diſplealing: Alexar- 


Her for had he known there had been a 
World which 'hecou'd not have conquer'd, 
it wou'd have redac'd him to-certain; De- 
ſpair. There was yet more Reaſon ito 


conceal the 7ourbsllions of the fix'd Stars 


from-him-; if they had been known. in 
thoſe Days , he wou'd have made his 
Coutt very ill tothat great Prince ', who 
thou'd but have mention'd 'em. As for me 
who know 'em, F am very ſorry Þ can 
draw no a lvantage from that Knowledge, 
which can curenothing but Ambitionand 
Diſquiet, and none of theſe Diſeaſes trou- 
bletme. I confeſs a kind of Weakneſs in 
Love, a kind of ffailty for what is deli- 
cate and handſom, this is my-Diſtemper, 
whereifi the 7ourbi/{ions. arenot concern'd 
at all... The infinite Multitade of other 
Worlds may render this little m your E- 
ſteem, but. they do not ſpoil fine Eyes, a | 
pretty Mouth, or make the Charms of/F 


Wit ever the leſs:Theſe will ſtill have their 


true Value, ſtill bear a price. in-ſpight 


of all the Worlds in the Univerſe. © : 
- Its a ſtrange thing, ſaid the Margaieſe. 


laughing, that Love faves. himfelf: from | 
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; | © fmall bottom,-a fix'd Star colightaaiint 

; | - it ſelf, as the Sun is, and therefore it muſt 

be a Sun, the -Soul and - Center of -the ? 
; World having Planets turning round- is, 
as. that alfo has, - Is this abſolutely ne- by 
» | - ceſfary,fays ſhe? I fear, Madamyfadd Since 

we are always in the humour. of miux- 

, ing ſome little Gallantries with-our maſt 

} |  feriousDiſcourſes,givemeleavetotellyou, 

. that Mathematical reaſoning 1s 1n ſome 

1 things near a-kin to Love ; and/you can 

- not-allow the ſmalleſt Favour to a Lover, 

, | © but he will ſqon perſwade you. to. yield 

d another, and after that a littlemore, and 

r | - in the end prevails entirely ; ſo-if you , 
- orant the leaſt Principle to a Mathema» * 7 
al © tician, the will inſtantly draw a conſe 7 
f/F+- quence from it, which you muſt yield 

r | + alſo, and from that another, and tlien a 

t | ::i-third, and maugre all your Reſiſtance, 

| m'a ſhort time, he will lead you fo 

e | ©: far, that you cannot retreat,” Theſe twq 

n | forts of Men, TheLover andPhiloſopher 

_ RF... always 


all- Dangers, and there is no Syſterne.dy + 
'Qpinion can: hurt him: But tellme frank» 
ly,are your Syſletnes certainly true Da 
not. diſſemble, for I promiſe to keep it fe+ 
cret :. I fanſie 'tis founded ypon ry 


/ 
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2 always take more thawis given '*em. -You 
-. maſt acknowledge that when I ſee two 
=, Objedtsalike in every thing that Ido ſee, 
* © TLhave Reaſon to believe them to be alſo 
alike in what I fee not.; for where is the 
hindrance or difficulty? From thence- I 
have argu'd, that the Moon is inhabited 
\ becauſe it'is like the Earth ; that the 0- 
-» ther Planets are inhabited becauſe they 
are like theMoon. I find that the fix'd 
Stars are like our Sun as to what I ſee ; 
F and; therefore, I conclude they are Suns, 
-. and have' Planets turning. round about 
” -  *em; andevery thing elfe we attribute.to 
our Suns. Now, Madam, you are too far 
engagd to retire; and therefore you 
muſt generouſly yield. By this rule of 
reſemblance, - faid Jhe, which you make 
betwixt our. Sun. and the fix'd Stars, the 
Tnhabitants of another 7ourbil/;on, muſt 
only ſee our Sun as a ſmall fix'd Star, 
which only appears to them, during their 
Night. Without doubt, faid I, Madam, 
our Sun is fo near us, in reſpe&t of the 
Suns of the other 7ourbi/lions , that his 
Light muſt have infinitely-.greater force 
upon our Sight than the-Light of the, o- 
ther Suns; when we fee our Sun, we ſee 
\ | nothing 
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| nothing elſe; his brightneſs makes all o- 

. ther things diſappear : In another great: 
Tourb#llion, where another Sun governs, 
he in his turn removes and darkens'our 
Sun, which does'not appear, but im the 
Nightas a fix'd Star amongſt the other 
ſtrange Suns (that is) fixd Stars, and 
our Sun appears to the Inhabitants of that 
Tourbillion1n the great Vault of the Hea- 
vens, as a Star of ſome Conſtellation, 
ſuch as the Bear of the Bull : As to the 
Planets which turg round about him (as 
- our Earth for example) ſince they 'ean- 
not ſee it at ſo great a diſtance, they do 
not ſo much as think of it, fo that all 
theſe Suns are Suns by day for the Tour- 
billion which they govern, and fix'd Stars 
by Night ; for all 
of them 1s the only We of his kind in his 
own World ; but ſerve only to make up 
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the Number of fix'd Stars for all-the other 
Worlds. Notwithſtanding, faid ſhe, of 


this Equality of Reſemblance of the 
Worlds, yet I cannot believe, but they 


- difter in a thouſand things, for likeneſs - : 
upon the -main does not hinder infinite _ ©: 


"litfle differences. 


Moſt certainly, ſaid I; but the 


diffi- 
culty 
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” * culry will be, to'find out thoſe Difſerens 


billion, there” are more Planets turning 
round-it; than in another? In one there 
are Inferior Planets - turning round the 
greater, in another there are none at all: 
In one ZourbiZion the Planets are gather'd 
rogether, - as it were a little Party, round 
their Sun, and beyond them a vaſt Vacui- 
ty;extending to the next 7ourbilion ; in 
another, the Planets take their Courſe to- 
wards the Extremity of their 7Tourhbi#zon, 
and,leave 2 Void in the middle, and I do 
not doybt but there are 7ourbillions de+ 
ſtitute of Planets ; and others, where their 
Sun is not plac'd in the middle, and yet 
has'a free Motion, and carries his Planets 
round with him ; | where the Plg- 
nets'riſe; and fall i'Feſpect of their Sun, 
according to the Changes of the Coun- 
terpoiſe which balances*em. - What wou'd 
you have, Madam? Have not I faid enough 
for a Man that was never out of his own 
Tokrbillion - | 

.. Noz! faid ſhe, not' for the quantity of 
Worlds which you fay there is: What you = 
have deſcrib'd will ſuffice but for five or 
£ix, -and-I fee'thouſands. chan 


What 
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What wou'd.you-lay, Madarn, fid-1, if 
l ſhou'd. tell you. that _—_ are infini 


more fixed'Stars than thoſe you ſee, that 
by the help of Teleſcopes 4nundcoounta+ 
Abo od are diſcover 'd, winch weoan- 
not.ſee-with our Eyes alone ; and thatin 
otic Conſtellation,' where we counted bur 
twelve: or fifteen fixed Stars, there have 
been :diſcover'd: more than we fee __ 
_ eur/Eyes in the whole Heavens > {| 
Taskyour Pardon, faid the; F yield an 
confefs, you have over-charg'd me with 
Worlds and Zourbi/ions. Madam, faid I, 
I have ſtill a. Reſerve for you': You ſee 
that Whiteneſs in the Hemiſphere, callf'd 
The: Milky Way-z: Can you imagine; what 
it. 1s? 'Tis nothing byt an Infimty of lite 
tle fixed Stars, which” cannot be ſeen. by 
our. Eyes, becauſe they are fo very ſmall; 
and are plac'd ſo-'near; to one another, 
' that they appear to be but -one-continued 
Whiteneſs : I with you cou'diſce this Ant 
hill of Stars, and cheſs Seeds of Wor 
they look. like the. Maldevia-Iflands, wo 
thoſe twelvethouſand little Iſles, or Bonks 
of Sand, ſeparate only by ſmall Canals of 
the Sea, which one may oversleap. with | 
as much Eaſe as a Ditch. - So that ciuſh, 
ittle 
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little: Zourbiflions of the Milky Way; bein 
ſo-near one toranother, may converſe an 
ſhake hands: with thoſe of their Neigh- 
bouring-World ; at leaſt, the Birds of one 
3 World may. fly, into: another ; and''they 
E> may-teach” Pidgeons to'carry: Letters,” as 
4 they do in the Zevan?.. By which, the 
Sun, in-his own 7oarhi/fron; as ſoon ag he 
ins:to ſpread his Light, :he faceth that 
of all other | Stranger-Suns;: for :if :you 
were.in-one of : theſe little Tourbi//ions: of 
the Milky Way, your Sun-wou'd not beſo 
near to you ; and by.conſequence, wou'd 
have but little more power, - force, -or'in- / 
fluence-upon- your Eyes, than a hundred 
' thouſand other Suns of the neighbouring 
Tourbillions 5 you wou'd: [then ſee your 
' Heaven ſhining with an-infinite'number 
of Fires, very near-to one another, . and 
not far diſtant: from-you.; and tho! you 
thowd loſe the fight of your own” Sun; 
you wou'd ſtill have Light enough; and 
your Nights wou'd be no leſs bright than 
your Days; at leaſt, you wou'd not be ſens: - 
- fibleof the difference; or, to ſpeak more-/ 
= properly, You: wou'd -have no Night at-: 
| All: Thellohabitants of: this World, accu- 
Nom to perpetual Day, wou'd beſtrange+ 
Fay: ly 
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ly furpriz'd if one ſhou'd: tell/em, that /' 
' there are ſeveral People in-the Univerſe, 
. - Who are under the Tribulation of diſmal, 
real Nights*.and who fall into long apd 
profound Darkneſles, and who, when 
_ nag behold one. and the fame 


wou'd look upon ſuch Peo- © 
Wo rs ztzcaſtsof Nature, and the ye- 1 
ry Thoughts of our fad Condition wou'd 


them with: Horrour.. -. :;... 

+I do-not ask you; faid the. Margaicls 
whether there Lo any Moons in the World 
of: the- Milky Way ; I ſee very well, that 
, | they wou'd. be pf no uſe to theſe Planets 
that have no Night; and who beſides, 
move. 1n too .httle Room to be troubled 2 
with an Equipage of inferior Planets. But 2 
do you know that by your multiplyiog : 
upon me ſuch a multitude of Worlds, you 

Hank ſtarted a great Difficulty to my Fan- 

, which, I doubt, you will hardly fatif- 
fe: The 7, our billions, whoſe-Suns we ſee 
touch the 7ourbillions where,we are, and 
_all the Zourb:/1ions are round, how is it 
poſſible that ſo many diflerent Globescan 
1 touch one ſingle one? This I won'd wil- 
| lingly underſtand, bat find Ic Cannot. , 


Thare* 5 


(a (444) 
""Fhere's aged deal of Senſe, faidT; Mii 
Gin, in n/ your'pr6poſing of this Diffical: 
ty, a wn 101eſs in your not Ring: how - 
th falve it *for *tis very jullicions" in it 
Telf, and unanſwerable, Linen underſtand - 
it ; "and tis an Argunientt of very” little 

Wir, to arifwer att ObjeRtion that is wn 

owing If our. TowÞi050n were ih 

ape” of' a Dy, 4t wou'd” have 13. 
pain | Seperficies and wo! d be very-far 
being round; Yet” apo pon'every one 

of theſe - Superficies, or flat 'Sides, 4 

Tourbillion mi ht be. plac'd,' beirng-of this 

fame Figure”: "But inſtead of ſix flat ſides, 
| ſe it had twenty, fifty, of athouſand!, | 

then it were poſſible to 'phaee'a thouſarid / 

Tokrbil/zons apon it,” every Side bearing 
ene; and Farr cafily underſtand, that the | 

more Supctficics, or flat Sides any Body | 
% has; the nearer it approaches to a Globe: 
Fs So a Diamond cut in Fofſets on all "ſides, - 

- If thoſe Foflets were very ſmall, that Dia- 
mond wou'd be as round almoſt as a Peart 
of the ſame bignels ; the Tourbilons are 
only round in this ſenfe, they are cory | 
pos'd of an infinite number of flat: K-99 1+ 
and every one of 'erh carries another Tour | 
billion : The flat Superficies are very un- 'ÞÞ 
equal ; | | 


WW — 


al 


"© Us Is 
; here they are-big, there they are 


"tle; the ſmalleſt Superficies of our 7oars 


b4on, for Example,/anſwer to the Milky 
Way, ind ſupport M 

| but if two Tourbilions, that reſt upon two 

© neighbouring Sidesor- Faces,have any void 
ſpace below between em ( as that muſt 
fall out very often) Nature, who. will loſe 
nothing, and: turns all her work to the 
beſt advantage, inſtantly fills up that Va- 


cuity with one, two, or it-may. be a thous 


fand little-7 ourbillions, which does not-at - 


all trouble or incommode the reſt, and 
yet every one of theſe may have a World 


Mit ; ſo that there may be.more Worlds, 


than « our 7ourbillion has flat Sides to ſup- 


And Idare fay, that although theſe 
hoe: Worlds were only made to- fill - up 


Chinks of the Univerſe, which other- 


wiſe.wou'd have been uſeleſs, and that 
they arealtogether unknown to the other 


Worlds which touch them ; yet I doubt» 


not but they are very well contented with 


* 


ſcopes, whoſe number is fo. prodigi- 
In fine, all theſe Zourbilions are lo 


ther 


thoſe little Worlds ; 


heir own Condition, and 'tis they whole . 
I% Suns we diſcover by the helps of . 


ply adjuſted, and join d ro one apo» - 


v 
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ther info delicate, a-Forn\, that 
turns round his own. Sun, nay 
ing his Situation ; every one takes 
way of turning, which is moſt Projrs for 
commode to its place :. "They gt 224 
one. another like the Wheels of a Watch 
aſſiſting one another in their Motions, 
and yet mov ing contrary to one another. 
And 'tis faid, that&very. World is like g 
Balloon, or Foot-ball, which ſwells and 
fills of it ſelf, and which wou'd extend 
farther, if _it were not hinder'd.by neigh- 
bouring Worlds, who preſs it, and then F 
it ſhrinks. to its firſt form; after that, -it 
{wells a-new, and is again depreſs d..A 
the Philoſophers pretend, that the Foo 
Stars tranſmit to us a trembling Lighr, | 
and an.unequal Sparkling, becauſe their, Þ 
Tourbillions puſh againſt Ours, and oury 
againſt theirs. 

Lam extreamly in love, faid the Mars 
guzeſe, with theſe /dea's you give me of 
E Balloons, which ſwell and fall every | 
Moment ; and: thoſe Worlds, which. 
aways juſtling together : But, abgys, \þ al, : 
T am pleas d to conſider, that this... : 
amongſt 'em. produces, a Comme ce. of |. 4 
Light, which is'the only Traflick- they.07 
can-have. 
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9 - Oat-ſide of it : But this 7; ourbilliobeing 

'prefs'd by orhers that encompaſs it, 'tis 
roundet Has: thati it is below, and it 1s 
from below that-they appear to us. Theſe 
| Planets, which have begun to move in'4 
FF. _ above, and not fore-ſeeing that 


- 


: "No; to, faid | Madam ; thit is northe 
| aly Trafhick ; the neighbouring Worlds 
" ſend Envoys ſometimes to us, and- that 
with agreat deal of Splendot : We have 
Comets from thence too, who ire always 
«dorn'd with ſhining Hair, a venerable 
' Beard, and a Royal Train. 

Good God! faid the Margaieſe, lavpfi: 
bg ; What Anibaſſadots are theſe > We 

d calily diſpence with their Viſits, for 
Hey do, nothing but fright us. They 
fright only Fools and Children, Madam; 
aid T; but of thoſe Ignorants, T confeſs, 

ere are a great number : The Comets 


are nothing but Planets which belo 


encighbouring 7oxrbil/iox, who ned 
their Courſe- toward the Extremity, of 


Ti ourbillion will fail 'em below, bes 


-] E S% | +'T 


«|. mar part ; theſe Planets, which we call 


| + net: are necefiitated,: for the Conti- / 
liizr noe of their Circular Motion, to come” * 
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into: :another 7ourbillion, which happens 


ſometimes ro be-ours, "making ther paſ- 
fage through the Extremity of it : They 
all appear to us highly elevated, their 


” Courſe being conſtantly above Selwes, 4 
"Tis very neceſſary. for the Deferice of 


our Syſtem ( for Reaſons that do not-at 


all relate to. our preſent. Subject.) that 


there ſhou's be a great vaſt ſpace betwixt 


Saturn,. and the Extremities of our 7ours 


billion, free from Planets. ' Our Adverſa- 


ries'do 'conſtantly-reproach us; with the. 


unuſefulneſs of this great Void ; but. let 
*&m mot trouble their Heads with that, 


for we have found an Uſe for it ; andit 
"8 the: Appartment, or Chambers of State, 


Where we receive.the Stranger Planetary 
Ambaſſadors. - 


{ underſtand you, ſaid ſhe; and am 


pleas d with your Chamber of State ; for 
we do not permit -cm to come diredly i in 
the middle of our 7 ourbi{/ion, but receive 


'em as the Grand Se1gmor does his Fo- | - 
=! 
EF, 


reign Miniſters ; ; he, does. em not the Ho- 


nour”to lodge ? em 1n Conſtantinople, but] 
ſends 'em to the Suburbs. Madam,ire-Þ- 


s 


wy, we agree | with the Tarks alſo in M 


one thinz more ; 
receivel® 


at. is (as they) fo wel 4 


ae 

| receive Ambaſſadors, bur ſend hone; for -4 
| none of our Planets-ever:igo to viſitiother, «4» 
| Worlds. At this-rate, flid the Marguizſe; | 
' | weare very proud, yet I know not what 
| to think: of the matter ;. theſe Stranger- 
| Planets, with their long Tails and Beards; 
| | have uſually but a ſcurvy threatningLook, 
L | and it may be they are ſent to terrtfhe us; 
© |, whereas ours, not being made of that-ter- 
© | rible. Form, wou'd . not be ſo proper to 
" | frighten People, were they ſent into ano» 
” | ther World. Theſe Tails and Beards, 
| faid1I, are not real, but only Appearan» 
t } ces, and, theſe Srranger-Planets differ, in 
» | [nothing from ours ; but entring into our 
U] 7onrbillion, they take a Tail, or a Beard 
from a certain kind of Illuminationwhich 
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ME will be better for him, faid1, not tage 
out of our 7Tourbitlion : 1 have told” you 
already of the Encounter 'between two 
Tourbillions puſhing againſt one another; 
and T believe, upon that occafion,”a poor 
Planet is ſtrangely ſhaken, and that his | ; 
Inhabitants are not the better for it.” We | 
believe our ſelves very miſerable whenwe 
ſee a Comet appear, but it-is the-Comer 
it ſelf that is moſt unhappy. T'do'not bez 
tieve that, faid the Marquzeſe, for it brings 
its Inhabitants to us in good health ; and 
Ng know, nothing is wholſoiner than 
Change of Air : As for us that never Bo 
out of our own, Life languiſhes but*dully 
bn. Tf the Inhabitants of a Comet had 
but the Skill to fore-ſee their Paſſage into 
our World, thoſe who have already made 
that Voyage will tell theſe.new Advetitu- 
rers what they will fee in their way ; A 
Planet, fay they, which has a great Ring 
round him, meaning Sazern; and then 
you will fee- another that has four little 
ones following him, 'and it may be that 
; amongſt them there are People ſer a-part, 
% bn purpoſe for obſerving the very Minute 
8 When they ſhou'd enter into our World, . 
8 and who arc inſtantly to cry out, NO 1 


Sun A new Sar! as cur Marinew do, 
Land } Land! after a long Sea-Voyage. 
I hope you-will no longer pity the oy 
bizants of a Comet ; but, no doubt, 
will commiſerate thoſewho livein a Fe _— 
billion where the Sun comes to be extinct, 
gud leaves them in Eternal Night. W tl 
cry;:d out Madam the Marguizſe, Can 
ik be extinguiſh'd 2 Yes, fid I, with- 
out diſpute. The Ancients have ſeen fix- 
ed Stars in the Firmament, which we ſee 
no more ; theſe Suns have loſt. their 
| Light: A great Deſolation certainly for 
that 7ourbillion, and a great Mortality for 
all the Inhabitants of its Planets; for there 
1s no living without a Sun. That Idea, 
aid ſhe, is too mournful ; Is there noway 
to-paſs it by 2 If you pleaſe, ſaid I, Ma» 
dam, Hl tell you what very learned Men 
 fay; that the fixed Stars which have dif- 
_ appeared are not however exſtinguiſhed, 
but that they are Halt-Suns ; hy is. to 

| F tay, they have one ſide obſcure, and the 
| other enlightned ; and as they turn upon 
their own Axis, ſometimes they preſent 
| their enlightned half, and then we ſee 
I tm; and ſometimes their obſcure half, 
4F no then we loſe 'em. To oblige you, 
' 14558 L 4 M co 
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"M ' $1) | 
Madam I Nhat follow this Opiniong.be- | 
cavſer rismore favourable than the other ; 

bur it muſt only be for certain Stars, who 
have regular Seaſons of appearing and 
diſappearing; as hath been diſcover'd ; 

otherwiſe theſe Half-Suns cannot fubſiſt; 
But,what ſhall we fay of Stars that diſap- 
pear, and. do not ſhgw. themſelves again 
aſter /the' time in which they ought cer- 
tainly to have perform 'd the Revolution 
upon their own Axis? You are too.juſt, 
Madarn, to oblige me to believe that = 
' Stars are Half-Suns : However, - for your 
SatisfaQion, [ will endeavour to.ſolvethis 
ObjeRion ariother way : Thoſe Suns ſhall 
not be extinguiſh'd then, but ſhall only 
be. ſunk into rhe depth of the vaſt Hea- 
vens, which removeg'em from odr ſight ; ; 
and in-that Caſe, theſe Suns are follow'd 
by their 7owrbi/lions, and all is well. 'Tis 
rrue,..thet the greateſt part of the fixed 
Stars have no ſach Motion as carry them 
from us ; if they had, they might as well 
approach more near. .us, and: we ſhou'd 
ſee 'em ſometimes bigger, ſometimes lels ; 
which. can never fall. out : Let. us. there- 
fore ſuppoſe that there are ſome . little 
ih adam of Ic Light and - Activity, 


W bach 


+> TW 
-. which ſlide in among the others; "an 
; make certain Turnings -; after Whit 
they come back again, whilſt in.the me 
time the great Tourbill;ons remain Where 
they. did. before ; and 'tis a ſtrange Mil; 
_ . fortune that there ſhou'd be certain fixed 
Stars which appear to us, and after agreat 
dgal of time of appearing' and diſ-appea- 
ring,: entirely vaniſh, and are loſt. In 
that time the Halt-Suns, I ſpoke'of, woii'd 4 
appear again, and -Suns that were funk © 


into the Heavens wou'd diſ-appear once, 
and not to appear again for a long time. 
Reſolve well what to think, Madam, and 4 
take Courage ; there 4s a neceſlity that \. 
theſe Stars muſt be Suns,which grown ob- 3 
ſcyre enough to be inviſible to our ſight, '” 

are afterwards enlightned, and in the end | - 
muſt lie exſtinguithed. _ How ! faid the : 
Margquieſe ; Can a Sun be obſcur'd, or en- 
tirely . exſtinguiſh d, who is himſelf "the 
Fountain of Light > The moſt cafily in 

the World, faid I, Madam : According to 

the Opinion of Des Carzes, our Sur has 

: Spots; let 'em be Scum or Vapours,*or 
..-» what elſe you will, theſe Spots may con- 
- » denſe, and- many of'em may come toge- 
| . ther, and form a kind of Craft; which 
0. _ | : | | may 
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Yy efit, ind then fare- 

x or, nga and ff its Light. 'Tis faid, 
weeſcap'd once very hardly, "for the Sun 
was grown extreamly pale for ſeveral 
Yeats together ; and particularlythe Yer 
aſter the © Death: of Fulius Ceſar, it was 
that Cruſt that 
Face of the Sun brake an diſſipated 
but had it continu'd, we had been all un- 
done. © You inake me tremble, faid the 
Mar aieſe ; and now that Tunderſtand the 
ences of the paleneſs of the Suri, 


began to gather, and the 
i; 


I ſhall forth every M , inſtead” 
- of going to my LEY -Glaſs to conſult 
my own Ag look: up to. the 


Heavens to con A, that of the Sun. Ma- 
dam, faid I, be affurd there goes a great 
deal of time to ruin a World. Then, faid 
ſhe, there is nothing requiſite but Time. T 
acknowledge it, Madam, faid I; all this 
vaſt Maſs of Matter which compoles the 
Vaiverlſe, is in perpetual Motion, from 
which no part of it is entirely exempt; 
and therefore Changes muſt come ſooner 
or later, but always'in Time proportio- 
tble to the Effect. The Ancients were 

whiſh to imagine, that the Celeſtial Bos 
flies were of an ynchangeable Nature, be- 


cauſe 


OBS 


a OFF) | _ 
EY never fiw any C em; 
but they had neither Leiſure noo Life I 
enough to undeceive themſelves by Expe- 
Is _ _ Ancients were nw in 
of us. l now, Madam, that 
the Roſes, which aſt but for a Day hora 
write Hiſtories, and leave Memorials from 
one to another ; the firſt wou'd have de» 
ſerib'd the Picture of their Gardener. of a 
certain manner; and after fifteen thou- 
ſand Ages of Roſes, the others that had 
follow'd 'em wou'd have alter'd nothing 
in that Deſcription of the Gardener, but 
wou'd have faid, We have always ſeen the 
Jame Gardener, fince the Memory gf Roſes 
we have ſeen but him, he has always been 
ts he ts, he dies not as we do; nay, he chaw- 
ves not, and certainly will never be other 
than what he is : Wou'd this way of argu- 
ing.of the Roſes be good 2 Yet it wou'd 
be better grounded than that of the An- 
vients, concerning Celeſtial Bodies; and 
tho" there had never happen'dany Change 
in the Heavens to this Day, and tho. they 
 Jhou'd ſeem to laſt for ever, yet 1 WO 
, Not believe it, but wou'd-wait for a lo 
Experience ; nor ought weto meaſure 
| Yuration of any thing by that of our _. | 
ſcanty 
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4  hyndreq} thouſand times. longer than 
»” Hurs, {houd we therefore conclude it, 


iow d laſt for ever 2 Eternity is not fo ea» 
tie 2 matter ; and ſome things muſt have 
paſs'd many Ages of Men, one after anoe 
ther, before any ſign of Decay had. aps 
pear'd in em. , Iam not fo unreaſonable, 
- faid the Marguieſe, as to conſider 'the 
Worlds as things eternal, nor will Ido 
them the honour to compare.em to your 
Gardener, who livd ſognany Ages lon- 
ger than the Roſes : They are themſelves 
but as a Roſe, which are produc'd but in a 
Garden, that bud one Day, and fall the 
next ;. and as thoſe Roſes die, new ones 
| Jucceced ;, ſo for ſome ancient Stars that 
dif-appear, other new ones are born. in 
their places, and that Defect in Nature - 
muſt - be ſo repair d, andgno Species can 
totally periſh, - Some will tell you, they 
are Suns. .;hich draw near to us after ha- 
ving been long loſt in the depth of Hea- 
vens.: Others will fay, they are Suns that 
have caſt off the Cruſt which began to 
.cover them. If I cou'd eaſily believe all 
his, hs I ſhoud believe alſo that the U- 

_ niverle was made-in ſych a manner, that 
| new 
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ini it from time to time ; and 7 hat 6d 
hinder the Subſtance proper to make Suns 
from gathering together, and producing 

new'Worlds ? And [ani the more inclind 
to believe theſe new Productions, fince 
they are more correſpondent-to the great 


Izea 1 have of the glorious Works of Na- 


ture': And why ſhou'd not ſhe whoknows 
the Secret tro "wes forth and deſtroy 


Herbs, Plants and Flowers, it1 a continu'd 


Succeſſion, practiſe alſo the ſame Secret 
on the. Worlds, ſince one coſts her ' no 
more Pains and Expence than the other. 
Indeed, ſays the Margquieſe, I find the 
Worlds, the Heavens and the Celeſtial 
Bodies ſo ſubject to change, that I am 
altogether re to my ſelf, Let us 
return yet more, ſaid 1, and if you 
pleaſe, make this ſubject no longer, that 
of our Diſcourſe ; beſides you are arriv'd 
at the utmoſt bounds of Heays: > and to 
tell you, that there areany Stars beyond 
that, were to make my ſelf a wiſer - Man 


than I am, place Worlds there, or place 


none there, 'it depends upon your Will. 
Theſe vaſt inviſible Regions, are proper- 


-4y the Empires of Philoſophers, which 1t- 
"may... 


bel Suns have been, and may be fortti'd - 


"1 4H). 


F be are or arenot,” as aiyeheqtbhrs 
fanſie. *Tis ſufficient for me to 

nt carried your Underſtanding as far 
as your {ight can penetrate. | 
What, cry'd out the Marquieſe, have I 
the Syſtemes of all the Univerſe in my 

: Head, am. I beconie fo learned > Yes, 
Madam, you know enough ; and with 
this | = Rear that you may belieye all 
or nothing of what 1 have ſaid, as you 

- pleaſe. I only beg this as a Recompence 
for my pains, that you will never look on 

the Heavens, Sun, Moon or Stars, with- 

out thinking of me- 
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of the Morea, Negropont, and the Ma- 
ritime Places, as far as Theſſalenica : 
Illuſtrated with forty two Maps of the 
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Gefta Grayorum ; or, 'The Hiſtory of the 


/high and mighty Prince, Zexry Prince - 


of Purpoole, Arch-Duke of Stapuliaand 
Bernardia, Duke of High and Nether 
Holborn, Marqu 


and Clerkenwell, Great Lord of the 
Cantons of  lington , Kentiſk-Town , 
Paddington and Knights-bridge, Knight 


of the moſt Heroical Order of the Hel-. 


met, and Sovereign of the fame : Who 
reigned and died, 4. D. 1594. 'Toge- 
' ther with a-Maſque, as it was preſented 


(by His Highneſs's Command) for the. 


Entertainment of Q. E/:zabeth; who, 
with the Nobles of both Courts, was 
preſent thereat. : 


Me. | 
An Hiſtorical and Geographical Account 


quis of St. Giles and Tot- 
tenham, Count Palatine of Bloomsbury 


